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Somers, Karen M

From: Charlotte Davis 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 11:23 PM
To: TPSAC
Cc: Charlotte Davis
Subject: Banning Menthol Cigarettes

I don't believe that menthol cigarettes should be any different than non-menthols. I am a menthol 
smoker and it is not fair for you to attempt to bann menthols. If that is the the case, why not bann all 
cigarettes. What  happened to personal choice? Are you trying to make America become 
Communistic? If you do succeed in banning menthol
cigarettes the american people will find alternative methods. That is a fact!

Somers, Karen M

From: alex coleman
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 11:07 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Please don't ban menthol cigarettes!

Hello my name is Alex Coleman and I'm a menthol cigarette smoker. Please do not ban menthol. As 
an American i should have the right to choose my own brand of cigarette. It is a personal choice to 
use any legal product. Thanks, Alex 

Somers, Karen M

From: Patricia Warren
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 10:30 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Don't ban Menthol Cigarettes

 I am an adult and as an adult I should have a freedom of choice and if I choose menthol it should be 
my right. I feel that alcohol more dangerous than menthol and same as cigarettes people are given a 
choice to drink or not drink. I feel that smoking is as simple as choosing not to smoke, same as 
people who choose not to drink. If menthol was so dangerous why was it FDA approved in the 
beginning, I strongly believe that if menthol is taken away then my rights are being violated, 
remember we have freewill and with that come freedom to choose! Taking away menthol is taking 
away a right to choose! 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: MURRAY HARWICH 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 9:44 PM
To: TPSAC
Cc:
Subject: Question-Caryon Cohen

I enjoy smoking menthol cigarettes. I also enjoy voting and would
never vote for any one who tried to take away the brand I smoke. If
smoking is banned all together that would be alright, but to pick and
choose for other people what method they use to kill them selves is
not what the Federal government is for. Its not like you have things
working so well that you know whats best for all Americans. A guy
tried that in the late 1930's and early 1940's , he didn't do so well
with it ether.
    I hope I never have to pick between being a Fascist  or a
Communist. I enjoy being a citizen of the U.S.A , If the federal
government picked my brand of tooth paste and that was that, would I
be living under a Fascist or a Communist Government? I would like an
answer to this question ,because I really don't know.

                                                                      Regards
                                                                   Murray

Somers, Karen M

From: gloria cosentino 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 9:39 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: don't let them ban menthol

I am writing to ask you to reconsider and not ban menthol cigarettes.  The science is clear and 
compelling. The best available scientific evidence demonstrates that menthol cigarettes have 
the same health effects as nonmenthol cigarettes. Menthol neither causes people to smoke, 
nor deters them from quitting. A menthol cigarette is just another cigarette — and should be 
treated no differently. Menthol cigarettes simply give adult smokers a taste choice.

If menthol is to be banned then all cigarettes should be made illegal since the evidence 
suggest nicotine and other additives are the cancer causing chemicals which I am aware of 
and not the menthol flavoring!!

 

Gloria Cosentino

 

 

 

 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Tanya Frantz 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 9:10 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

To whom it may concern,

I am writing you this email to protest against the ban of menthol cigarettes. The menthol 
gives the cigarette a different flavor that a lot of people prefer. You would not ban 
liquor because of the flavor of it so why would you for a cigarette. Alcohol kills more 
people then a flavor of a cigarette. What happened to our freedom of choice??? If we chose
to smoke  menthol cigarette that is our right to do so!!!!! My body is mine and te 
government does not have a say with what i do or put in my body!!!!!!

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Jessica Gable 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 8:22 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: My Opinion on Menthol Cigarettes

To Whom It May Concern,
 
  I'm writing you concerning the issues at stake... about not making menthol cigarettes anymore. 
 
First, I'd like to start by saying that you need not judge a book by it's cover. I feel it is discriminating 
against menthols. Why aren't regular flavored cigarettes being judged??? 
 
And Second, I feel that adults should be able to choose what flavor they like, let alone what brand 
they like. It would be like saying you can only choose what flavor beer you would like to drink.
It don't make since does it? Well, that's my point here!
 We are so way ahead of those old discrimination days & there's no since in wasting tax dollars & 
peoples time in doing some stupid research on something that is beyond unfair! 
You should rather put those dollars & research on health issues like finding a cure for Auto-Immune 
Disorders or a cure for Juvenile Diabetes.
 It is just beyond silliness too me! When there's more important issues at hand that should be taking 
care of first! Get my drift??? I sure hope you do!
 
Last but not least, I feel like this is utterly ridiculous that whom ever brought this issue up to begin with 
must not have had anymore nor anything better to do with their time?? I mean Really??  And are you 
serious? That person or persons should be second guessed on what they are trying to prove. Besides 
the fact that it makes people who do smoke menthol cigarettes feel like they are being discriminated 
against!!! So, therefore, I feel that making people feel like that is so wrong on so many levels! 
 
So with that being said, I feel I have given you my personal opinion, for what it's worth! *I'm Just 
Saying*!
 
Sincerely, 
A very unhappy customer,
 
Jessica Gable & Dathan Gable
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 7:28 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Hello,
I am writing to voice my opinion regarding the possibility of menthol cigarettes being banned in the 
US.

I believe that menthol cigarettes should not be treated any differently than non-menthol cigarettes.  I 
also believe that as a smoker I should have the right to make a personal choice to use a legal product 
or not.  It would not be fair to ban menthol cigarettes, but continue to allow non-menthol cigarettes to 
be purchased.  

I began to smoke when I was around 16 years old, in the early 1990's.  I started smoking menthol 
cigarettes simply because that is what was around when I first picked up a cigarette.  The fact that 
they were menthol flavored had nothing to do with my decision to try smoking, and had non-menthol 
been the type my friend had on her, I'm sure I would have picked up a non-menthol habit as opposed 
to a menthol habit.  Speaking from experience, I definitely do not believe that because a menthol 
cigarette was available on the market that I was more inclined to try smoking for the first time.  In fact 
I find this an extremely ridiculous logic. 

I feel the choice of menthol or non-menthol cigarettes is merely a preference in flavor, and should 
remain available to smokers.  We are choosing to partake in a completely legal activity, and taking 
away a flavor preference is as ridiculous a thought as it would be to take away flavoring of alcohol 
because it makes people more inclined to destroy their liver since it tastes better.

Sincerely,

Erin Whetzel

  

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 7:27 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

I understand you are researching the effects of menthol cigarettes on humans.  I am protesting the 
possibility that menthol cigarettes will be restricted or banned.  The surgeon general has stated for 
years that cigarette smoking can be harmful for your health.  No new surprises there.  

I feel each person has the right to choose whether to smoke or not.  This government of ours has 
tried to control this right for many years now.  We all know the risks.  These risks are ours to take.  As 
of now, there is no concrete evidence that menthol cigarettes are more risky than non-menthol.  Even 
if it were, NO ONE has the right to tell people what type of cigarette to smoke.  Why don't we ban 
alcohol?  Alcohol has been shown concretely to cause diseases in humans; diabetes, liver failure, 
etc.  But, of course, our politicians drink; so, no ban.  

Again, I protest vehemently any ones will to impose restrictions on smoking--menthol or not.  

E.P.L.

Somers, Karen M

From: La Shan King 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 7:17 PM
To: TPSAC

I smoke methol cig's, please do not band them
 
La Shan King 

Somers, Karen M

From: Virginia Moses 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 7:04 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Smoking what I want

The FDA should not restrict or ban smoking of menthol cigarettes.  We as adults have the right to 
smoke what we desire.  You, FDA do not pay for the cigarettes and should not take this privilege 
away.  Why are you considering this action?  This is a free country and buying cigarettes are legal.  If  
this ban or this restriction should happen then you should make smoking illegal.   As of now it is legal 
to smoke.  Why change?  
Thank you

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Teri Fell 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 6:48 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning... Cont...

Living in America we have the right to choose if we want to smoke and what we want to 
smoke. Unless the government is also going to ban alcohol as well this is. Unheardof! 
First we are told where we can smoke now what we can smoke!! This is rediculous!! 

Somers, Karen M

From: Teri Fell 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 6:45 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning menthol cigarettes!!

I am writting to share my opinion on the possible ban of menthol cigarettes. For 
starters... Who do you people think you are to take away our rights to choose which kind 
of cigarettes us as Americans want to smoke?! This is supposed to be a free country ! 

Somers, Karen M

From: Trudy Scola 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 6:42 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Im writting to you in regard to the banning of menthol cigarettes. I believe there is no scientific basis 
for this. I do hope politicis does not play a role in this decission.
 
I hope you realize that the banning of menthol would be a big mistake due to the fact if people quit 
smoking, where would all that money come from? Us smokers do support the goverment finanicially

Thank you for your time
Trudy Scola

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Cindy 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 6:39 PM
To: TPSAC

It is our choice to smoke! We are already restricted as to where we can smoke and now banning menthol, 
what's next?? This is crazy and I do not agree with this ban.
 
Smoker 49 yrs old and tired.

Somers, Karen M

From: Erica Presley 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 6:35 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban on Menthol Cigarettes

I don’t think you all should ban menthol cigarettes because its our own choice to smoke whatever we 
choose to smoke. I understand you all are trying to do this for every ones health but everyone is 
entitled to their own choice just like everyone is entitled to their own opinion.  

Somers, Karen M

From: Debra-Ann Dompieri 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 6:34 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

I am a 54 year old female smoker.  I smoke menthol cigarettes.  It is my understanding that the FDA 
is considering restricting or banning all menthol cigarettes.  My CHOICE to smoke menthol should 
NOT be taken away from me and all other smokers of menthol cigarettes.  Menthol cigarettes should 
not be looked at differently than non-menthol cigarettes by the FDA.  Who is the FDA to tell ME what 
type of cigarette I should smoke.  That should be MY choice, no one else's, and especially not a 
Federal organization.  Stay out of our lives and concentrate instead on medications, etc.
 
Sincerely,
Debra-Ann Dompieri

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: david trach 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 6:28 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: restricting menthol cigarretts/ or banning outright ?

i am a united states citizen and strongly oppose the ban of 
menthol cigarretts to the public, i do not advocate smoking as 
being non-harmful,, but the fingers of the government should 
be out of the pockets of taxpayers and not "fiddleling about" 
with basic right's and freedoms..it's a very slippery slope to 
ban one type or all cigarretts,, as a "safety measure"  did'nt the 
nazi party start with limitations of basic rights to "protect" the 
citizens..and we all see how well that worked,,aren't there 
enough causes to truly rally behind and not "microscope 
focus" on ban's.     perhaps items of wider concern. instead of 
taking away these choices ,,should'nt the government be 
working on  securing our freedoms ?????? . 
 
                        sincerly mr. David w trach.
Somers, Karen M

From: Denise Pitasi 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 6:25 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Restricting/banning all menthol cigarettes

Please do not consider restricting or banning all menthol cigarettes.  It should 
be our PERSONAL choice of what type of cigarette we choose to smoke.  Thank you!

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 6:15 PM
To: TPSAC
Cc:
Subject: Do Not Ban ban Menthol Cigarettes & please STOP Taxing Cigarettes

Do Not Ban ban Menthol Cigarettes & please STOP Taxing Cigarettes
Sincerely,  Bob Lybeert, 
 

Somers, Karen M

From: Kenneth Wells 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 6:15 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: FDA study on menthol cigarettes

Today I recieved promotional coupons for Newport cigarettes from the Lorillard Tobacco Company 
asking me to try and stop the FDA from banning menthol cigatettes. Please ban all cigarettes. I am a 
smoker and can not quit no matter how hard I try. I know that cigarettes are a drug point blank that's 
what they are. I know I am killing myself but my addiction to them has on  of a grip on me. Thank 
you. 

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 5:54 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

Im writing to voice my opinion about your ridiculous study on banning all menthol 
ciggarettes. We supposivly live in a "free" country,but yet the government is trying to 
dictate to us what we can and cant do or put into our own bodies. I think its absolutely 
wrong on so many levels to even consider banning menthol tobacco. Thats like banning 
cherry flavoring from being put in all food but still allowing strawberry, banana, grape, 
and ect. Its POINTLESS. Banning menthol would be a very big mistake on your part because 
doing will create ALOT of very angry people.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 5:45 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthol Cigarrettes 

Banning Menthol  should not be legal.  We are all adults and should be able to smoke what we want. I think this is .
 
 
Laura Burnside 

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 5:36 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: (no subject)

Why must they stop my brand? If you're going to stop one stop them all

Somers, Karen M

From: Sylvia Foster 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 5:20 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: hello iam writing this email as  concern

hello iam a log time coustumer of NEW PORT cigaretts and i got a news letter saying that the fda 
is concidering taking out mentholy ciggaretts  iam writting you as a coustmer of cigaretts in hoping 
that this is somthing that 
you do not do i love  my ciggaretts and menothly is my only choise they taste great compared to full 
flavor cigrettes to me i buy nothing but 
mnethyol as well as a lot of freinds and family that i know so please do not cu out mentloy cigaretts 
please and thank you for ur condiseration 
 
Sylvia L Foster 

(b) (6)

In 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

In accordance with 21 CFR 20.10, the above word has 
been deleted.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



12

Somers, Karen M

From: Annette Zabel 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 5:17 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarette banning

I have been a smoker for a long time.  Started out smoking non-menthol but switched to menthol.  I 
cannot even smoke a non-menthol cigarette.

I think it is crazy that menthol is different than non-menthol.  They are both cigarettes. 

If the FDA bans menthol cigarettes or our politicians make the choice, they are going to have a lot of 
 off people in this country.   This country is becoming too controlling over the American people.  

This is not the LAND OF FREE anymore.  I feel like I am living in country that I am being controlled by 
others.  Now you are going to tell me I can’t have a cigarette of my choice this is absolutely insane.

First, they started with smoking sections.

Second, banning cigarettes all together in public places.  I do not even go out to dinner anymore or 
go have a cocktail because I cannot enjoy my after dinner cigarette anymore or have that nice tasting 
cigarette with a cocktail. 

Now you want to take away the taste of my cigarette.  What is going on.  It is my personal choice on 
what I want to smoke.

People who want that menthol cigarette may do whatever it takes to get them.  

Some people cannot just switch over to a non-menthol tasting cigarette and I am one of those people.

 

You cannot take away another one of my pleasures in life.  

 

Thank you

 

(b) (6)

In 
accorda

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In accordance with 21 CFR 20.10, the above word has been deleted.
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 5:16 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Of Menthol Cigs!!!

To Whom It May Concern;
 
        Hello, my name is James Mitchell, I highly doubt this email will make a big 
difference in what is done on the banning of menthol cigs, but wanted to write something 
anyways because I've been smoking Newports & other kinds of menthol cigs, but mainly 
Newports for about 14 yrs now. I have tried regular full flavor cigs & don't find the 
taste of them appealing at all!!!  It is the right of every American to smoke any kind or 
flavor cig they choose to smoke, given that everyone that smokes knows that they are not 
healthy for you, & if they don't then there is something really wrong with them, since it's 
written every where that you can get health problems by smoking cigs. I feel I have the 
right to smoke menthol cigs if I want to, which I do want to, so before the FDA takes 
menthol cigs of the market I feel they should ask the public what they want, especially 
since the public is who buys cigs & in the long run pays their salary. Plus, do we really 
need menthol cigs sold underground & on the black market, I mean, some on, get real.  *** 

The science is clear and compelling. The best available scientific evidence demonstrates 
that menthol cigarettes have the same health effects as nonmenthol cigarettes. Menthol 
neither causes people to smoke, nor deters them from quitting. A menthol cigarette is just 
another cigarette — and should be treated no differently. Menthol cigarettes simply give 
adult smokers a taste choice.              ***    

I found this info in some other scientific studies done just a few months back, so let the 
American public, the American public "that smokes" make this choice, not people that have 
no idea why people smoke menthol cigs. in the 1st place. I smoke them because I really 
enjoy the taste, regular cigs really don't taste all that great & just leave a dry, bad 
taste in my mouth, & asking around, a lot of people I've asked that smoke menthol cigs 
feel the exact same way. So, like I said, I highly doubt this letter will make much of a 
difference, but I at least wanted to do my part & write a letter to the FDA like I was 
asked to do. So, thank you for taking time out of your day & reading this & I hope 
whether I hear back from anyone or not, that this letter is taken serious. 

 
 
                                                                                                        Thank You Again,
                                                                                                       James R. Mitchell

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Zaph
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 2:34 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

Hello, I just want to say I think this menthol ban is the dumbest thing since prohibition!
Unless menthol makes you impotent I'm going to continue to smoke them. And if you ban them
I as well as a lot of people will just quit or buy them from other countries, thus loosing
money in america. Non-menthol makes me want to vomit. As americans we are allowed choices 
so doesn't this go against our rights? In short, KEEP THE MENTHOL!!!

Sent from my Samsung Epic™ 4G

Somers, Karen M

From: Nicole cioe 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 5:10 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: R you  serious?

What is this non-sense about trying to take mentol ciggarettes away? Its rediculous...its 
also quite pointless if full flavor is still sold ...your not doing anything to help 
people by taking away our right to smoke mentol...if you want t lp people why dont u 
take all cigarettes away? Oh thats right.....you'd be making a  of alot less and just 
be causing a giant uproar from the people you spent all those y  getting addicted to 
your products.... What an awfully big waste of money.... Lights and ultra lights are the 
ones more harmful than menthol are you people paying attention? You hav these 
misrepres oducts to make people believe the smoke is "ultra light" so it'll be less
harmful?  isnt it why you guys call them "si s" now? The only thing lighter is 
flavor yo lly killing people faster w  things. smarten up, rying 
to take peoples rights away....why dont you nate the money your  away 
on this study... and donate it to the cancer  that cigarettes are re le for 
killing everyday... and guess what...i bet you more than half are non-menthol smokers. you
people are all sick.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Anthony Davissr 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 5:08 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Dear Sir:        I don't know what the fuss is about with menthol cigarettes but please don't take them 
away.If this is a plot to stop people from smoking then just shut down the tobacco industry. We as 
individuals have a right to pick and choose our extra curricular activities! Please don't attempt to take 
that away from us. Menthol has a cooling effect that makes my cigarette of choice more comfortable 
and I enjoy it.

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 5:04 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: No to menthol cigarette ban

I enjoy menthol cigarettes my opinion is  . No to a menthol cigarette 
ban.

regards,
h. henderson

Somers, Karen M

From: Renee Ayers 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 4:59 PM
To: TPSAC
Cc: TPSAC
Subject: ban on menthol flavored cigarettes

Ms. Cohen, I would like to give my opinion on the ban of menthol cigarettes. I myself have smoked 
Newport menthol for over 20 years, and yes I am sure there may be some problems in my near future 
from smoking.  I also believe I would have the same issues if I were smoking non-menthol cigarettes. 
My personal belief is if one brand/flavored cigarette is banned I feel all should be taken off the market.
  So why is it so much different for menthol than it is for non menthol. I am sure you are hearing from 
more than a great amount of people.  I know that I feel my civil rights are being taken away, we all 
have choices we make in our lives, and i myself chose this path.  Menthol cigarettes are hurting us no 
more than prescription pain pills and other substances are.  Smoking a menthol cigarette isn't 
affecting my brain to the point I jump into a car and cause a 3 to 5 car pile up, nor is it causing my 
actions to burglarize people, cars, or businesses so I can supply my addiction.  I appreciate the 
concerns you and all involved have for our health issues. there are just so many more important 
issues that need to be addressed that are so much more severe than smoking a menthol cigarette. 
thank you for your time and concern. I appreciate all you have done in the past. You have a great and 
blessed day.

                                                                                                     Sincerely,

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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                                                                                                     Renee' J. Ayers

Somers, Karen M

From: Amy Wilder 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 4:54 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Ban

To whom it may concern,
 
  I am a 31 year old female who has smoked menthol for quite some time, and  feel that it is my 
choice and right to smoke menthol.  I do not see the need for you to try and ban menthol, if you are 
going to ban menthol then you should ban all cigarettes.  It is the choice of the person smoking not 
yours.
 
Thank you,
Amy Wilder

Somers, Karen M

From: dennis roberts 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 3:54 PM
To: TPSAC

I believe we the people should have the right to choose menthol or non-menthol cigarettes.
                                                                   Dennis Roberts

Somers, Karen M

From: Anita Colber
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 5:42 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarette Decision

My name is Anita Colbert and I am voicing my opinion in regard to the above subject matter.  I am not a heavy smoker.  I 
smoke on the average of a pack of cigarettes over five days.  However, I resent the fact that menthol cigarettes should be 
banned.  I am aware that cigarette smoking is not nutritious.  It is my choice to smoke, without imposing my smoke on 
anyone else when I care to do so.  It is my choice to also smoke the type of cigarette that I like.  Thank you for this 
opportunity to voice my opinion.

 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Paul Pepe 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 3:43 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigerettes

I received a coupon booklet from Newport today and on the reverse of the advertisement theres a message, 
It briefly explains that the FDA is going or trying to outlaw menthol cigarettes with no real explanation as to why, Now 
correct me if i'm wrong, a lot of my information and facts are derived from internet sites where people are discussing this 
topic, I've read so far Michigan has banned menthol cigarettes and soon all states will ban them due to some research 
that states that menthol cigarettes are being classified along with "fruit" or other flavors, and this is appealing in some 
way to children, I'm a smoker and I agree that fruit or even 99% of blunt wrap flavors are appealing to children but I see 
in no way menthol advertising that their cigarettes taste better or are any better then normal flavor cigarettes, Also I 
noticed a study that said 75% of African Americans  smoked menthol cigarettes, I have dealt with my fair share 
of African american friends who wanted a Newport and not a Marlboro because "thats what black people smoke" and no 
other real reason then trying to fit into that stereotype. I'm neither African american or young, what am I supposed to do 
when menthol cigarettes are banned, I've always smoked Newports, I won't smoke any other kind of cigarette and in my 
10 years of smoking have I even wanted to smoke another kind, Newports were my first, and your study is completely 
overlooking people like me just to prove a point and successfully complete a study (Granted thats if my facts are correct 
about your study) 

Paul Pepe

Somers, Karen M

From: robert livingston 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 3:27 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

Hi my name is robert livingston i'm writing to say who gives you the write to choose what people 
smoke if we want we will stop i work hard for my money and if i want to enjoy a menthol cigarettes 
after work i should be able to come home and smoke what ever i want i thought this was a free 
country i guess NOT 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Lucille Garboski 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 3:07 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Re: Fighting for MY right to smoke.

To whom it may concern,
                   In regards to info i have recieved from newport i would like to make this statement.  It is 
totally MY decision if I want to smoke a menthol cigarette.As I appreciate your concern to protect and 
give knowledge to the public on items that may cause health issues. In the end as an american to 
smoke , drink,eat anything I damm well please. If I could suggest why don't you put your time,energy 
and money to a good and greater cause.........save our young people who are addicted to drugs which 
inturn leads to violence,crime and what your so worried about "DEATH" Leave the smokers alone and 
get yourselves new jobs stopping the real problems.This Government has already taken our rights 
away as Americans.Smokers have adapted to not being able to enjoy a smoke anywhere they 
want.The prices because of tax has not impaired any smokers tha I know It is in my opion that this is 
taxation without representation.You will never take our rights away so stop being so "helpful" and 
leave menthol cigarettes our choice not yours.
                                                                                                     Sincerly,
                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                 A concerned 
American being  BULLIED

Somers, Karen M

From: alice carter 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 2:48 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

To Whom This May Concern
 
I am a 37 yr old White Female smoker who has been smoking for 22 yrs.  I have smoked Menthol for 
the last 18 yrs.  When I originally began smoking at the age of 15 I started with Marlboro full flavor, 
around the age of 17 I switched to Camel filter full flavor. Eventually I switched to Newport full flavor 
100's and have consistently smoked them every since. I only smoke about a half a pack of cigarettes 
a day, most of my non-menthol smoking friends smoke between 1-2 packs a day. People who smoke 
Menthol choose to do so, no one puts a gun to my head and makes me smoke. I know all the risks of 
smoking and choose to continue.  
 
 
Thank You
 
Alice Carter
Menthol Smoker
 
 
 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Lindsay Musko 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 2:47 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

To Whom it may concern,
  I was just informed that the FDA is considering restricting or banning all menthol cigarettes. This to 
me is absolutely unacceptable. Its my constitutional right to smoke the kind of cigarette that I choose 
to. This should be my decision to smoke NOT anyone else. Everything we put into our body is bad for 
us. Look at all the DRUGS the FDA has approved that have KILLED people. Please keep the 
opinions of a very small group of people to yourself & dont pose your changes upon us. Let the 
AMERICAN people decide what they want! Thank you for your time.

   Lindsay Musko
   
   

Somers, Karen M

From: Briana Hughes 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 2:44 PM
To: TPSAC

What it this? Prohibition? I should be allowed to make my own decisions as to what type of cigarette I 
want to smoke. You are violating the rights of Americans by attempting to ban menthol cigarettes.  
First, the stupid smoking bans that keep us from smoking indoors and within 15 ft of a public entrance 
and now this?!?!  What's next?  Are you going to ban ibuprofen in favor of acetaminophen?  At this 
point, I don't even care if  the tax is raised on Newports, because I like to smoke them.  All that's 
going to happen is people are going to start smoking more marijuana. I know my MENTHOL 
Newports were what helped me stop smoking!!!!  JUST THINK ABOUT WHAT YOU'RE DOING!!!!!!!!!!

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



20

Somers, Karen M

From: Jonathan Lusardi 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 2:32 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: PLEASE DON'T GET RID OF MENTHOL CIGARETTES

YOU SHOULD NOT GET RID OF MENTHOL CIGARETTES THEY ARE DELCIOUS.  THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN MENTHOL AND NON MENTHOL  THEY ARE THE SAME THEY JUST TASTE A LIL DIFFERENT WHICH I 
ENJOY THE DIFFERENT TASTE.

Somers, Karen M

From: HOLLY SCHNEIDER 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 2:31 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: BANNING MENTHOL CIGARETTES

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
I HAVE RECEIVED A LETTER STATING THE BAN OF MENTHOL 
CIGARETTES!!! I HAVE NEVER HEARD OF SUCH OF THING IN ALL MY 
SMOKING DAYS!!!!!!!
DO WE LIVE IN A COMMUNIST COUNTRY???? THIS IS WHAT YOU 
ARE DOING, CONTROLLING WHAT WE SMOKE!!!!
I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT MENTHOL CIGARETTES SHOULD BE 
TREATED ANY DIFFERENTLY THAN ANY OTHER LEGAL SMOKING 
CIGARETTES!!!
DO NOT CONTROL OUR LIVES AND TELL US WHAT WE CAN OR 
CANNOT SMOKE!!!
 
SINCERELY,
HOLLY SCHNEIDER

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Jason Gravitt 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 2:03 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Newport menthol ban

Please do not ban Newport menthol's. It is the only cigarette I have smoked in the past 16 years. It is 
bad enough that they are taxed through the roof.

Sincerely,

Jason Gravitt

Somers, Karen M

From: TPSAC@fda.hhs.gov 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 1:48 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban on menthol

My Name is Richard Coward I’ve been smoking over 30 yrs it’s nothing to be proud of but never the 
less it’s one of the things I take pleasure in to ban menthol in Newports is wrong you and your 
company isn’t giving us the customers a choice we deserve the right to chose what it is that we enjoy 

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 1:17 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: (no subject)

I have been smoking Newports for over 45 years.  I am healthy.  Please, don't ban menthol cigarettes.
Fran Horowitz

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 1:10 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarette Ban

Being a smoker for 30 plus years with menthol full flavor(newport) cigarettes, I have had no negative reactions/effects. I 
smoke less than 1 pack a day. It would be a violation of our civil rights to block the sale of a legal product such as this!!
Isn't it bad enough that government uses cigarettes as a "scapegoat" when it comes to raising revenue with their 
ridiculous taxes?? NY is the leader of tax on sales of cigarettes and it is unfair!! Why not implement the same rules for 
soda and alcohol?? Put an end to this madness and end this mission to ban menthol cigarettes!!!

 
thank you
Ray

Somers, Karen M

From: Glenda 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 1:02 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

Please do not ban menthol cigarettes. You can not make that decision and take away the pleasure of 
smokers after all these years.

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 1:00 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes and personal preferences

I was very concerned when hearing that the FDA is now even considering banning the sale of
menthol cigarettes. I will not go into detail more then saying that this is a personal 
preference to all who smoke and we should not be restricted in this manner. There are many
beneficial and logical ways to deal with preventing things such as teen smoking as well as
as reducing the number of smokers by creating awareness. The ones that do continue do so 
by choice not due to lack of awareness. It should also be their choice to chose the 
product of their choice. There is no restriction to which gasoline we should use in our 
vehicle or what milk to purchase and consume. The same should apply to all cigarettes. 
Menthol especially. As you may have guessed, I am a menthol smoker and although I realize 
the risk I still chose to smoke. At least for now. Do your part and raise awareness and 
let the decision of whether people should smoke and what they smoke to people. If menthol 
cigarettes were banned you can have my word that I and a large majority of people will 
find other means. Those means may mean purchasing internationally, creating our own etc. 
This can be potentially dangerous to me and other consumers as it can cause more harm then
good. Think twice please. 
Sent via BlackBerry from T-Mobile

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Wendy Willard 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 12:47 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

Dear Sirs,

I just wanted to email and ask that you reconsider the ban on menthol cigarettes.  As  adults, I feel it 
is my choice, not the governments to tell me what to smoke or not smoke.  Also along the same lines, 
it is not the governments place to tell me what to eat or not eat.  I am an American, what happened to 
our American Freedoms of choice?

Most Sincerely,

Mr. & Mrs. Marty Willard

Somers, Karen M

From: Marissa Edwards 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 12:38 PM
To: TPSAC
Cc:
Subject: menthol

This email is in regards to a new law that allows the FDA to consider restricting or banning all menthol 
cigarettes. As an American, I believe that I should have the right to make a personal choice to use 
any legal product. I do not believe that menthol cigarettes should be treated any differently by the 
FDA than non-menthol cigarettes. 
 
 
Thank-you,
Marissa Edwards

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Bingo Edwards 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 12:25 PM
To: TPSAC
Cc:
Subject: Please Do Not Ban Menthol

Hi I am emailing you in regards to the new law allowing the FDA to consider restricting or banning all 
menthol cigarettes. I do not believe that menthol cigarettes should be treated any defferently by the 
FDA than non-menthol cigarettes. I also believe that Americans have a right to make a personal 
choice to use any legal product. Please take this into consideration while making your decision.
 
Thanks,
Jon 

Somers, Karen M

From: Jennifer Edwards 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 12:16 PM
To: TPSAC
Cc:
Subject: Do not ban menthol

I do not believe that menthol cigarettes should be treated any differently by the FDA than non-
menthol cigarettes. I also believe that Americans have a right to make a personal choice to use any 
legal product. Please take this into consideration before banning menthol. 
 
Thanks for your time,
Jennifer Edwards

Somers, Karen M

From: Terrance Estell 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 11:49 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Methol cigarettes

I think I have a personal right to smoke whatever cigarettes I want. I pay for them. Find something 
else to regulate, like all the crime happening and people killing each other.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Brad Rogers 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 11:47 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Brad, 

   My name is Brad and live in . Recently I received word that the FDA is 
further attacking the cigarette market by trying to ban menthol cigarettes. The U.S. 
studies conclude that there is no difference to ones health between menthol and 
regular cigarettes. I also must add that studies outside the United States conclude that 
there is no health issues from second hand smoke, and also these studies prove that 
tobacco has a much less impact to health than the FDA announces. The clear idea 
behind the FDA is and has been to produce false Ads and controversy that greatly 
exaggerates any issue in order to "scare" the public in to not using the focus product.
 Media around the World still comment to this day how "Reefer Madness" made the 
FDA as well as the American Government look "just stupid". 
   I do realize there is a very large amount of money applied to the FDA and your 
salaries, and understand that all of the people in the department need to keep the lies 
about tobacco going, simply to keep your jobs. But let's consider the possibility of 
focusing on the "real" killer, Alcohol. I have never heard of anyone "smoke driving", or 
any College Students dieing of "smoke poisoning". My feeling is that the small amount 
of "Mothers" who have nothing to do got together and became "loud" about the evils of 
smoking, and the FDA has picked up on the "pot of gold" that awaited for their 
studies. But if the FDA were to put half of this effort in studying the factual addiction 
and health problems involved with Alcohol, those same "loud Mothers" who probably 
enjoy their three Martini lunches would in fact have your department closed. 
   Please consider that there are tens of thousands of us "bad smokers" who grew up 
with Political Figures, Parents, and Grand Parents who smoked, and it was the 
Hollywood "buzz" that smoking was sophisticated. The Government has placed huge 
taxes on cigarettes in order for the people in the FDA to have extremely high incomes. 
So why not leave it at that, drop the "menthol game & lies", actually stand for what 
you are supposed to believe in which is the health of the public, and do your jobs by 
taking on the Alcohol Industry? If you have the true sense of what the  FDA is about, 
then don't back away from Alcohol even though the department has been warned 
(and probably "paid off") that any pressure on the Alcohol Industry will severely hurt 
all Professional and College Sports.  

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Amanda Wilquet 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 11:42 AM
To: TPSAC

I'am writing to you because I don't think that it is right that menthol cigarettes be banned but non 
menthol cigarettes aren't. They all are bad for your health and if someone chooses to smoke menthol 
it should be there choice. I thought this was the land of the free and home of the brave. This is taking 
away from our personal choices we were told we could make for ourselves once we turned 18. They 
put guns in peoples hands at 18 but when someone buys a pack of cigarettes it's worse.
 
Thank you,
Amanda Wilquet
 
 
 

Somers, Karen M

From: Angela Geth 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 11:31 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning menthol cigarettes

Good Morning, I dont understand why the government keeps getting involved with a personal choice 
to smoke. If people want to smoke cigarettes whether menthol or non-menthol, let it be. The 
government should go after people drinking and driving that can actually harm or even kill others.

Thank You
Angela Geth

Somers, Karen M

From: Laurie Trawicki 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 10:47 AM
To: TPSAC
Cc:
Subject: menthols

To Whom It May Concern:
 
I am writing in concern to banning menthol cigarettes.. I believe by doing so is taking american 
peoples personal rights away.
 
If menthol is going to be banned in cigarettes, than it also should be banned in other products such as 
gum, and all other products that use menthol.
 
Thanks for listening to my concerns.
 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Sincerely, 
 
Laurie and friends and family

Somers, Karen M

From: Steve 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 10:16 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: I LOVE MY MENTHOL CIGS. LEAVE THEM ALONE!!!

CANT YOU JUST STAY OUT OF OUR LIVES? LET ME DECIDE WHAT I WANT TO DO.. PLEASE 
SPEND MY TAX MONEY ON SOMETHING PRODUCTIVE!!!!

Somers, Karen M

From: Laura Kanas 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 10:15 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthol in cigarettes

I am sending this in regards to taking menthol out of cigarettes  i am 50 yerars old and i have always 
smoked menthol , i am against this and just want to voice my opinion    thank you

Somers, Karen M

From: Margaret Sigle 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 10:11 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthol

I smoke only menthol cigarettes. This ban would take that choice away from me. Why choose just 
menthol cigarettes? If it's out of health concerns, shouldn't you be banning ALL cigarettes?

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Mary Kelly 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 9:57 AM
To: TPSAC
Cc: Sue Foster; 
Subject: MENTHOL CIGARETTES

Attachments: image002.gif; image001.jpg

 

Please be advised I am 100% opposed to FDA’s consideration of restricting or banning all menthol 
cigarettes.  I am a fully informed consumer who is well aware of the health risks posed by smoking; 
however, I must voice my opposition to this possible action by the FDA.  Thank you.

 

Mary Kelly, Recording Secretary

 

 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 9:50 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Hi my name is william

 Hi my name is william devaul i think you are crazy to ban menthol cigarettes. American 
should be able to smoke any legal cigarettes they want.

Somers, Karen M

From: Terri Janack 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 8:40 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: NO BAN ON MENTHOL CIGARETTES

Don’t ban menthol cigarettes!!!

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 8:29 AM
To: TPSAC

don't cut out my 2 cigarettes a day, same as non menthol to the body. 
thanks, joe

Somers, Karen M

From: Jenkins, Bonnie S 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 8:21 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

Attachments: image001.gif

 

I am against the banning of menthol cigarettes.

(b) (6)
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(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Amanda Bonanno 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 8:17 AM
To: TPSAC
Cc:
Subject: Banning of Menthol Cigarettes

Dear Ms. Cohen:
 
I am writing this e-mail in response to the potential banning of Menthol Cigarettes.  I regret to 
advise that I am a smoker and have been for sometime.  It is one of the rights I have left in this 
country to smoke.  The taxes on cigarettes that I have paid over the years has funded various 
things in the State of Ohio where I live and throughout the United States of America.  We as 
smokers are attacked and treated like criminals.  Smoking is still legal in some states.  
 
You at the FDA have approved drugs in the past that data showed were potential risks for 
Americans.  You hid data and have since banned some of these drugs that I speak of.  You also 
have passed drugs in the US not knowing the long term effects on people.  
 
I have been contacted by Lorillard Tobacco Company regarding your potential banning.  Being a 
smoker of menthol cigarettes, this is very disturbing.  Perhaps smoking should be illegal and the 
production of cigarettes should cease however, the US government and states make multi-
millions off of smokers.  
 
I believe that you should be more careful with drugs that you authorize people to use.  People are 
dying from drugs that your office approved.  I greatly appreciate you listening to me today and 
wish the best of luck in your endeavors.  
 
Thank you again and have a great day!
 
Amanda J Bonanno

 
 
 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 6:32 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol ban

i am strongly against this. enough with the pleasure police

Somers, Karen M

From: Labrone Neal 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 5:04 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Leave Menthol Cigarettes Alone!!!!!!!

I have been smoking for ten years and I like smoking Menthol cigarettes.   It is my choice and my 
right to smoke them.  You can only control yourself so that is all that you need to worry about.   If we 
want to smoke them, then that is our choice, no matter the risk.  Thank You, and mind your own 
business.  Newport Lover Rhonda C. 

Somers, Karen M

From: Jennifer Holloway 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 4:50 AM
To: TPSAC
Cc: TPSAC
Subject: Fighting For Our Right To Smoke What We Want

   Dear Mam Or Sirs,
                        This consideration to ban menthol cigarettes is totally absurd. I dont understand the 
difference between menthol or full flavored cigarettes, or why all of a sudden
this possible ban comes into play. There is or never will be a logical explanation as to why any  legal 
adult has to be forced to have a choice made for him, giving him no choice to either
choose to smoke full flavored cigarettes or give cigarettes up all together, This used to be the land of 
the free, but more and more it seems as though our onced beloved free country
is slowly but surely turning into a land of dictatorship really sad. To all of you people that have nothing 
better to do but get paid to make clearly ridiculous decisions, needs a dose of your own medicine
and have a few of your decisions made for you and see how that feels.

                                                                                                                                                                 
                  A Very Irate Consumer,
                                                                                                                                                                 
                        Jennifer Holloway

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Dustin Himes 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 2:53 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

I don't see why you would ban menthol cigarettes, I have been smoking many years and they never 
posed any problems. actually when I was stuffed up from a cold or flu they cleared my sinuses so I 
could breathe again. I see no threat posed by menthol over regular flavor even though i prefer regular 
flavor over menthol i still get the urge for a menthol every now and then, it gives a fresh feeling. 
please reconsider banning menthol. thank you

Mr. Dustin S. Himes

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 2:34 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: restriction/ban of mentholated cigarettes

To whom it may concern,
 
My name is Christopher Gray and even though I do not smoke menthol cigarettes I do not think that 
anyone has the right to tell another person that they cannot smoke the cigarette of choice.I think it is a 
crying shame that you all would even think about such a thing. I also think that it would be a 
catastrophe of OBESE proportions. Think of it this way: our country's chief health concern is obesity 
and most people who smoke menthol cannot smoke non menthol so therefore they would have to 
quit. And even though I am sure that is what the FDA has in mind, (which is another shame) it would 
cause menthol smokers to eat more and thus gain weight. I think the biggest injustice of this whole 
situation is that our troops are over in the middle east fighting to ensure that countries such as 
Afghanistan and Iraq have such a freedom to do something even as small as choosing between 
menthol and non. So the biggest question here is thus: Why should we help free countries from 
tyrants and oppression when we're doing nothing but turning around and allowing our own country to 
turn into what our troops are working so hard to squash. Ask yourselves that simple question 
whenever you decide to make decisions for those of us who are supposed to be free. 
 
                                                                                                                    Sincerely,
                                                                                                                    Christopher M. Gray 
                                                                                                                    Concerned American citizen 
        
                                                                                                                     and Patriot
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    IN GOD WE TRUST!!!!!!    

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Jonathan Hornback 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 2:12 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: BAN ON MENTHOL

Hello,
        My name is Jonathan Hornback, I've been smoking Newport Filter Kings since I was eighteen.  
I'm twenty-five years old now and a proud Newport customer. I've written you today to address the 
proposed ban on menthol cigarettes, with all due respect how do you feel you have the right to dictate 
what brand or style of cigarettes we as FREE Americans choose to smoke with our own hard earned 
money. All cigarettes are harmful and if one kind is more harmful than another then label them as so 
and give us the choice we are entitled to as a free people!!! Thank you for your time and I look 
forward to hearing back from you with your side of this debate.
                                                                                        Sincerely,
                                                                                Jonathan Hornback
 

 
 
 
 
 

Somers, Karen M

From: April Dorsett 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 12:33 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Caryn Cohen,M.S. , Center for Tobacco Products

Mrs. Caryn Cohen, M.S.
 
  Hello, my name is April L. Dorsett, I am writting you this email because I was informed that the FDA 
is considering banning all Menthol cigarettes. I don't believe that this is fair or right of the FDA. There 
are a lot of people that will be very unhappy with this situation and if the outcome is decided to ban 
them. I also think that the FDA needs to take another issue into consideration when thinking about 
this, and that issue is the damage that it will impact on the Tobacco industry. There are a lot of people 
that will not smoke a regular cigarette, and therefore will not smoke. Below I am in closing a list of 
people that disagree with the ban;
 
   * Lillie M. Edwards
   * Brian K. Champion
   * April L. Dorsett
   * Chris Edwards
   * Eddie Champion
    *Michael Cole
   * Meochia Williams
   * Alan Horex
   * Kristi Edwards
   * Keever Edwards
   * Bill Howard

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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   * Brian Howard
   * Calvin Howard
   * Ryan Turner
   * Ryan Johnson
   * Ken Edwards
   * Kennith Cooper
   * Lawerence Bell
   
 I know that this is a short list of 16 people, but I also know that we are not the only ones that feel this 
way. I also hope that you will take this into consideration when determining the outcome. Thank you 
for your time.
   April L. Dorsett

Somers, Karen M

From: susan bemis 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 12:10 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: banning menthol cigarettes

This used to be the home of the brave, and the place where freedom of choice was born. I have 
always had a problem with people telling me what to do. Our choices are being taken away from us 
slowly. so slowly that no one seems to notice. they are telling us to lower the content of salt (a 
preservative) much more natural than some of the other things. I really enjoy my menthol cigarettes 
after a meal. I do not wish to go back to a cigarette that I don’t like. I know the government wants to 
protect us but making us give up our freedom of choices is really starting to wear on the American 
public. We were founded on the hopes and dreams to separate us from the English and have the 
freedom of choice.  Taxation without representation is just about the situation that we are looking at. 
the government saying this is what it is going to cost and this is what you can and can not smoke. this 
is what you can and cannot eat. Pretty soon they will be telling us that we have not the right to make 
our own medical decisions, decisions about our children, or even the decision to make a preference 
that does not agree with our government. We are such a nation of diversification that the government 
would be breaking the law by telling the American public it is  not our right to have an opinion or that 
they needn’t be bothered with the trivial stuff and the government will be making our decisions from 
now on. I want to pick up my cigarettes  in the flavor I want, or to roll them myself if I so wish or to quit 
if I so choose. It is not up to the congress the president or any other form of government to tell me 
that my ancestors were so wrong in smoking the peace pipe among the whites that came to our 
country and stole our lands.  
To sum it up LEAVE YOUR MINDS AND HANDS OUT OF MY POCKET BOOK AND MY DECISION 
MAKING. Give opinions, but don’t tell me what to do or think. That is one of the greatest gifts of 
freedom. Even God allows us to make our own decisions or choices. I don’t know one government 
official who thinks he is above GOD and therefore can tell us how to run our lives. It is my opinion that 
the government should stay our of the tobacco business and worry about the state of the union, the 
medical care costs and medications that rising daily.     Signed Susan Bemis

(b) (6)



35

Somers, Karen M

From: Donald cooke 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 11:59 PM
To: TPSAC

to whom it may concern,

i am a menthol smoker, and have been for years now, and i really dont see why there is a bann in 
review for them, there is no safe cigarette by what the us surgen general on my pack says...i look at it 
like this and this is my own personal opion, it's my life and i'll choose to die the way i want 
to...honestly doing the rescearch on menthol cigarettes i've done has not really changed my mind on 
it, i love the taste of a menthol cigarette and thats that...but in all honesty, the government is payin 
youre salary and has you in a spot to decide if its going to bann one of my choices in life, which are 
menthol cigarettes....and the end result is not going to have anything to do with the facts, other then 
the fact that yall are going to listen to who signs your check, not about what the science proves and 
what us people say...do yall also plan to take the menthol out in cough drops? or anything else in the 
market that has menthol in it? just courious because it's a complete crop of  if you ask me 
and im not one of those people whos opion once again really matters, i pay taxes to just get this and 
this and that taken away from me, i bust my  all year round and the thanks us menthol cigarette 
smokers get is a new bill to bann them, why not open your eyes and realize the stores are not carding 
kids for beer and liquor like they are exposed to, and killin more and more kids beacuse yalls main 
focus is on  cigarettes...i have lost serveral good friends to drinking, yes it was their fault for binge 
drinking, but NO i can go to any resturant now, and soon to any grocery store and buy alchol, but 
cigarettes are bad, wake the  and realize there are more important things then banning 
cigarettes, stop spending hours and hours on why menthol should be banned, and realize there are 
tons of other products to be looked at in which have solutions to them but no that will never 
happen...what the  is this world coming to? as you might can tell im very unhappy with this 
possible bann and think its a crock of , 

thank you,

Proud Menthol Smoker

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 11:21 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Cutting menthol cigarettes is stupid.  

 

My name is Keara Alejandro and i think that banning all menthol cigarettes is stupid  because not everyone that smokes 
cigarettes smokes non-menthol cigarettes. People in my family smoke all menthol cigarettes and have 
been for years. I have been smoking for 8 years now and i no its a bad habit but if u bann them now 
every one is going to go threw with draw and there is going to be a lot of problems with every one and 
that is the last thing that we all need right now. Now i have asthma and if i smoke non-menthol ciggs i 
feel i can't breath but with menthol i feel as if it don't set off my asthma. My cigarettes of choice 
are Newport. If you ban menthol ciggs there will be alot of problems with people losing their jobs 
because of there attitude change i no i lost a job trying to quit smoking. Well there is my reason why 
you shouldn't ban menthol cigarettes. Please take our reason as good reasons to keep menthol 
cigarettes. 

Thanks,
    Keara Alejandro   
 

Somers, Karen M

From: Jackie Oca 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 10:45 PM
To: TPSAC

  Hi my name is Jackie, as far as i hear that Newport menthol cigarettes are getting to be banned. I 
don't understand why they are doing that because as far as i know everyone that i know smokes 
menthol and they don't like full flavored or light cigarettes, and i'm speaking for myself and everyone 
else that smokes menthol cigarettes that so many more people that smoke nothing but menthol and 
imagine how much business you guys will loose out on were not just talking about hundreds, or 
thousand, we are talking about millions and who knows it can be billions. So who ever is making up 
that rediculous law it is so selfish of you guys. Also if its a man making this law don't let your wife and 
her panties in a bunch tell you how to do your job!!! And if its a woman, you shouldn't for the same 
reason as i explained for a male. Please dont let that law pass for the reason that you are loosing two 
loyal customer plus billions more.Thanks again  
                                                                          
                                                                                                                                        Jackie

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: danielledanie
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 10:37 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: KEEP MENTHOL LEGAL!!!!!!!!

I believe we as americans have the right to choose if we want to smoke menthol or non-menthol cigarettes. I smoke 
menthol and actually prefer them over non-menthol. I believe if we're going to make something illegal it should be liquor or 
beer that influences children to drink then end up driving and killing someone. Thank you for taking the time to read & 
hope you consider keeping menthol legal.
Thanks alot.

Somers, Karen M

From: melissa bryant 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 10:30 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: NO TO THE BANNING OF MENTHOL CIGARETTES

It is our own decision, as to what kind or brand of cigarettes we choose to smoke, just as I believe lil cigars, are far more 
dangerous then menthol cigarettes. It is very appauling to think the freedom of what a person chooses to smoke will be 
taken away. Smokers all have thier favorite brand, menthol or non menthol. It is our right to continue to have menthol 
cigarettes as a choice to smoke. Alcohol kills many more people and harm to others from people that irresonsibly drink, 
but with smoking your only doing harm to yourself , not the people around you, as most smokers respect the aspects of 
non smokers. thank for your time and please keep Newport Menthols around for a long time to come as it is the USA = 
FREEDOM to all. As long as your an adult, we should be able to make that choice. Thank You for listening to my protest 
to NOT take away menthol cigarettes!!!
 
                                                           Sincerely,
                                                           Melissa Bryant                
                                                           
                                                           

Somers, Karen M

From: Pamela Davis 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 9:30 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: My opinion to not ban menthol cigarettes!

Caryn Cohen, M.S.,
  
      I am going to have to be in favor and stand behind on what the people of Lorillard Tobacco 
Company say which is that and I quote from them:  "We Americans have a right to make a personal 
choice to use any legal product."  The Lorillard Tobacco Company seems to think that you all with 
FDA won't find a scientific reason for banning menthol cigarettes and I hope you all don't.  I do not 
see how scientific research, politics or anything else for that matter has anything to do with getting rid 
of all menthol cigarettes from all tobacco companies.  I hope you all come to the wise decision and 
make the right choice which is to keep menthol cigarettes legal in this country or you probably might 
as well get ready for a whole lot of highly infuriated U.S. citizens that will be making threats and 
maybe even some promises that they will intend on keeping.
                                                                                                                                                               ;     Ms. 
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Pamela S. Davis          

Somers, Karen M

From: Stella Armstrong 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 9:09 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Dear Sir,
I received a letter from a cigarette supplier. I personally do not smoke, but know of other people who get pleasure out of 
smoking menthol flavored cigarettes. Please urge our politicians to keep them on the market. Thank you.

 

Somers, Karen M

From: ms.king
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 8:54 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning menthol from cigarettes

If menthol is banned it won't be the solution to the problem,it might make things 
worse.There is a warning label printed on every pack or carton so smokers are fully aware 
of the risks.If that's the case there are a lot of harmful stuff in this world like 
transportation both public and private they give off fumes even the air we exhale is 
toxic. Fried foods aren't good for us but and yet we still consume them.point in case 
everything on this planet is harmful to us in one way or another from the pills we flush 
down the drains to the trash we dump.crime rate might increase because people don't have 
what they need to calm their aggression.when cigarettes was banned from jails and prisons 
you see what the outcome of that was.When smoking was banned in public places I'm sure. 
You already know what that caused.It should be their choice if they wanna smoke despite of 
the risks.

Sent from my Verizon Wireless Phone��(�������h~�Z�������XZ��^m�-�����-y�b�v�����i����
\��� �

Somers, Karen M

From: ms.king
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 8:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning menthol

If a ban on menthol its not gonna solve the problem,it might make it worse.There is a 
warning label printed on every pack or carton so they (smokers) are fully aware of the 
risks.If that's the case there's a lot of stuff that's harmful to us even when we breath 
we are breathing out harmful gases.Fried foods are 

Sent from my Verizon Wireless Phone���.a�h�8�y� ���a�h�Ƣ������z�l�����^rب���wa�� �f��&���(
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Somers, Karen M

From: Stacey Suchy 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 8:28 PM
To: TPSAC

Menthol cigarettes should not be treated any differently by the FDA than non-menthol! We are 
Americans! We have a right to make our own personal choices to use any legal product! LEAVE 
MENTHOL CIGARETTES ALONE!!!!

Connected by MOTOBLUR™ on T-Mobile

Somers, Karen M

From: catoe
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 7:50 PM
To: TPSAC

To whom it may concern,
   I do not agree with the possible banning of menthol cigarettes. As far as I know I have
a choice in what products I want to consume. If the FDA wants to ban menthol cigarettes 
becuz they are more unhealthy then non-menthol cigarettes, then they should also ban all 
fast food restaurants since they are less healthy than a home cooked meal. As a matter of 
fact cigarettes aren't even a food source, so I don't understand why the FDA is concerned 
whether or not people smoke menthol or non-menthol cigarettes anyway. I for one prefer 
Newport MENTHOLS. 
                                Thanks for listening,
                                                      Catoe 
Sent from my U.S. Cellular BlackBerry® smartphone

Somers, Karen M

From: David Richards 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 7:41 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Proposed Menthol Cigarette Ban

To Whom It May Concern,
 
I am a smoker, I am caucasian, and I do not like so-called " cowboy cigarettes " aka regular or full 
flavor. Instead of trying to blame and/or ban menthol, I propose that your panel try to discover and 
enlighten the American people as to what it is that cigarettes contain --other than nicotine--which 
makes them so highly addictive; more so in fact than pure heroin.
 
Sincerely,
 
David E. Richards

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: LAURIE METZEN 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 7:27 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

i believe that menthol cigarettes should not be treated any differently by the fda than non-menthol 
cigarettes. I as an American should have the right to choose what flavor cigarettes i want to smoke.  it 
is a personal choice which the fda has no business interfering with. 

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 6:49 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: methol

please dont banned methol cigs there the only thing i can smoke and under the consertution we have a right to chose 
what kind we can smoke thanks
 
chooser

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 6:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Ban

Please do not ban menthol cigarettes.  I am a Vietnam era veteran and want to smoke them.

 

Regards,

 

John Stevens

 

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Penny Walker 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 6:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Do not BAN Menthol Cigarettes.

To Whom it may Concern:

Honestly i believe adults have the right to expose themselves to Menthol Cigarettes. If you are over 
18 in which you must legally be to obtain cigarettes in the first place you have the right to smoke what 
kind you want. Cigarettes are Cigarettes, they are harmful in the first place. So as an Adult i have the 
right to buy what kind i want.

Thanks,
Penny Walker

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 6:30 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthal

I understand that menthol cigarettes are being considered for removal from market.  While I don't smoke, I think this is 
ridiculous.
 
What someone does in their own home or car is their business.
 
If you were to ban anyone more than 20% over ideal body weight from all public places you would do more good for the 
overall health of the nation and reduce the resources that they consume to a much greater benefit to all.
 
James Stewart

Somers, Karen M

From: MARION GEBO 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 6:24 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthol Cigarettes

I dont think that banning menthol cig will be a benefit to anyone, especially young adults
'

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Jenna Sewell 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 6:22 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Getting rid of menthol cigarettes???

Hi my name Jenna Sewell. I am contacting you because of my concern.. I know that I probably 
shouldn't be smoking either way, but I do NOT think that it is fair that people are considering getting 
rid of menthol cigarettes as ALL!! I think that it should be freedom of choice to smoke whatever kind 
you enjoy. How is that fair? A cigarette is a cigarette.. A drug, is a drug, is a drug... It's all bad for 
you!! All it will cause is problems. Look at what we breath in everytime we go outside.. Fumes from all 
sorts of things..  I dont know.. all i know is that it seems that we are in a dictator ship everytime we 
look around.. Can't do this, can't do that.. It's  Thank you... please reconsider...

Somers, Karen M

From: Tina Gahagan 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 6:18 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthol Cigarettes

My name is Tina Gahagan. I am 21 years old and have been a smoker for 8 years. I know I started 
young, but every one in my immediate family is a smoker so growing up. But, over the years, ive tried 
both non menthol and menthol cigarettes, and have found that the non menthol not only make my 
chest/lungs hurt, but are also rather harsh on my throat ( I know its supposed to be the menthols that 
make your throat hurt, but me, as well as at least 6 people that I personally know, agree that its the 
non menthols that make our throats hurt.) Every one of my friends, smoke menthol cigarettes. 
Newport 100's to be exact. Weve tried the Newport non menthols, but dont like them as much as we 
like the regular Newport 100's. There are 3 people in my family that smoke non menthol, all the rest 
smoke Newports, including myself. Which is why i am writing you. I understand your reasons for 
wanting to ban menthol. But at the age of 18 arent we considered adults? Were able to do almost 
everything except buy alcohol as well as make all of our own choices. Our parents can no longer 
make choices for us. Shouldnt we be allowed to decide what kind of cigarettes we prefer to smoke? I 
mean, if were able to decide that we want to smoke them or get addicted to them even with knowing 
the risks to our health if we do decide to smoke, then why cant we decide which flavor to have them 
be? Why must we all HAVE to smoke just one flavor? Menthol doesnt give out any different smell 
than non menthol, they dont give out any different toxins than non menthol. All they simply do is give 
a different flavor. Yeah, there might be more hazards to our health by choosing menthol, but isnt that 
our choice? Were educated on what these cigarettes can do to us, menthol or non menthol, yet we 
still decide which cigarette flavor we like better. If you ban Menthol cigarettes, then whats next? What 
else could this possibly lead to? Banning full flavor? Banning 100's? Cigarettes have been this way 
for years and years, why not just leave them alone? Either ban them completly, or leave them the 
way they are. Non menthol smokers wont have a problem with the ban on menthol cigarettes, but the 
menthol smokers are basically being FORCED to either quit, or switch to non menthol which is not 
fair to the menthol smokers and is against our God given right to free will which the constitution 
doesnt actually take away, so, for there to be a ban on menthol cigarettes, is wrong and unfair to the 
public.
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Somers, Karen M

From: Kristin Dinger 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 5:57 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Don't Ban Menthol Cigarettes

Hello

My name is Kristin Dinger.  I have always smoked menthol cigarettes.  Although, I am well aware of 
the negative affects that smoking cigarettes has on my overall health it is MY choice.  The tobacco 
industry use to be one of the largest and most influential in the world.  Since, the first massive civil 
ruling against the industry things have gotten a bit out of hand.  When one industry's influence 
declines another is right there to take its place. The special interest group that took the place of the 
tobacco company was the insurance companies.  This shift has caused lobbyists to focus 
on government regulations that will make them more money.  People who smoke are more likely to 
cost the insurance companies more money than those who do not.  Hence, someone has gotten their 
greedy little paws on this issue and pushing the FDA to pass the ban.  This is not only immoral but, 
also illegal.  People have the right to choose.  People have been smoking menthol cigarettes for 
ages.  No one at this point is under the illusion that cigarettes are harmless.  I take great offense to 
the fact that the FDA plans on overstating the obvious and have the audacity to make the choice for 
me to or not to smoke menthol.  I am an adult, I vote, I drive, I pay taxes, and I have proved that I 
am responsible to make my own decisions.  I don't think it necessary to loose any more freedoms 
because someone claims to know what is good for me better than I.  If you ban menthol cigarettes 
Then you might as well ban the Big Mac and the Whopper, because the are just a detrimental to ones 
health. Please keep in mind while you make this choice,  this is AMERICA.  We have already lost so 
many freedoms why take anymore away.  People die from their decisions everyday.  Drinking 
whiskey can cause liver failure, eating fast food can cause heart disease, and gambling can result in 
suicide.  With the times that we live in people need their few vices more than ever and who are you to 
deprive them.  Just think before you choose.  And, If you really want to put your nose where it actually 
belongs why don't you do your job and regulate corporate farming and all the terrible stuff you let 
companies put into our food without even making them tell us what we are eating.  That is dangerous. 
 Can you say Autism?  Spend your time and resources more wisely and let people make their own 
choices.  Your job is to educate us so we can make an informed choice not make it for us.

Thank you for you time
Kristin Dinger

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Amanda May Long 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 5:55 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: It is a taste choice

To whom it may concern,
 
I am a consumer of the menthol cigarette you are planning to ban. I disagree with you to remove 
menthols from the market. We smokers should have the option of choosing our flavor. Please 
reconsider your actions.
 
Regards,
 
Mrs. Amanda Long

Somers, Karen M

From: Christy 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 5:53 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigs

The ban would be a bunch of  . I've smoked for over 38 yrs and am sick of this so called free country 
telling us what we can and cant have how long before Hitlers great nephew is in office in the U . S. so the 
country can be more efficient. LOL. This country and rules are becoming a   joke. Maybe balack 
obama can screw up more   before he leaves and goes back home. Where ever the   he is from!

Somers, Karen M

From: Kevin Glasscock 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 5:34 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Goverment trying to do what they want

You are really trying to ban menthol. well i strongly disagree we can smoke what ever we want. we 
atleast have the freedom to do that. you are always trying to get in our lives and control them. we 
have the right to smoke menthol if we choose so back off. there are many more problems in this 
country to deal with rather then menthol cigarettes. like come on really how about spending are tax 
money a little more wisely how about that. 
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Somers, Karen M

From: Randy Howard 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 5:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

Personal for me and my Gf we think you intrusion into i right to choice what we smoke should not be 
allowed this is the most outrageous thing i have ever heard of.  GOV has not right to restrict my 
choice to smoke menthol or not
Sincerly Randy Howard & Mary Moore

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 5:25 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Dont,nt Ban my Menthol Cigarettes,A smoke is a smoke Menthol or not

Somers, Karen M

From: veronica gallagher 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 5:23 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Newport menthol

Please do not make my favorite type of cigarettes banned.  I am a grown adult and have the right to 
choose what I want to do with my life and whether or not I smoke or not.  People will still smoke and 
you will just cause for more illegal activity to go when this world is already corrupted.  Let's face 
it...everything we do is harmfull to us...some people eat too much, starve too much, use too much 
sugar, us no sugar at all, everything in excess is bad, and even breathing the air outside is no good.  
Let's get real...I though this was America!!

Veronica Gallagher

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 5:23 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

Please do NOT restrict or ban menthol cigarettes!!!!!   I have a right to smoke whatever I choose.   

Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.    Carol Baltzer

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 5:18 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

To Whom it May Concern,                            
            
                   I have been a smoker for going on twelve years now, and have always smoked menthol cigarettes. I enjoy the 
taste of the menthol and appreciate that I have that choice. I have read up on menthol and its effects on the web, and 
don't consider it dangerous.  Menthol is used in a lot of different products and has been for years now, and I hope that it 
continues to be so.  I don't feel that there should be any question of taking menthol cigarettes off the market period.
 Myself and other smokers are adults and the decision should be ours and only ours. Thank you.
 
 
                                                                                                                Sincerely,
 
                                                                                                                 Melanie McGuire 

Somers, Karen M

From:

Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 4:18 PM
To: TPSAC

I feel that it should be us as citizens to choose if we want to smoke menthol or not it is our money that 
we are spending so we should be able to smoke the brand of our choice . thank you Debra Buell.
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Somers, Karen M

From: kicket 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 4:15 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Hello just found out about ya'll trying to do away with menthol in cigarette's 
and I think that is stupid.Don't we have free rights and who can tell us what to 
smoke or what not to smoke.I think you better take pills off the market that are 
being sold and they keep getting more scripts from going to Dr. to Dr. So you 
can buy pills everywhere and I think that's wrong cause it hurts US not the 
druggie or the sellers.Please hear what we all have to say and do not take 
menthol out of cigarettes. I would appreciate you listening to us not the ones 
that don't smoke.Thanks for listening to me,Just a concerned smoker and my 
rights.
-- 

Cricket

Somers, Karen M

From: Donna Pepin 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 4:05 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: ban on menthol cigarettes

I am writing to say that I believe this is unconstitutional.Every one of us that smokes know that it is not healthy.If you are 
looking for something useful to do make sure the  harmful chemicals,etc added to cigarettes are not added.Alcohol is also 
not healthy.What next ban flavored vodkas because I`m sure that some of the artificial flavoring makes it worse than plain 
vodka.If you start here fine ban all cigarettes & all alcohol ,Yes cigarettes cause lung cancer,alcohol causes cirrhosis of 
the liver on top of alcoholism ruining a lot of lives.medical drugs which are a addictive(pain killers) and all the other things 
out there they say aren`t good for us.Every time I watch a commercial about otc or prescription medicine all the possible 
side effects are worse than what they are curing.You later see the drug is being taken off the shelves and lawsuits.Drink 
more water but now the plastic bottles they come in are not good for us.Ban plastic bottles.Our meat is injected with 
antibiotics,hormones which I`m sure is not good.Fast food&fried food are not healthy it causes obesity,diabetes which 
leads to heart attacks and other medical problems.Get rid of McDonalds,KFC.Ban all sweets they have no nutritional 
value also cause obesity,diabetes and tooth decay.Do not allow people in the sun there are harmful rays which can cause 
melanoma cancer. You have your work cut out for you if you are going to rid of all things unhealthy.I say if you are going 
to ban menthol cigarettes ban all the other mentioned things and I`m sure the list is never ending.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: The Victor 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 3:57 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Legal right

Evidence does not show that menthol in cigarettes is harmful, and that Americans have a right to make a 
personal choice to use any legal product.

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 3:48 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Do not banned menthol cigaretters

My opinion in banning menthol cigarettes is I should have the right to smoke any menthol or non-
menthol cigarettes. All Americans should have the rights to make their own decision regardless the 
health risks.

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 3:44 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: (no subject)

Just got my coupons and a letter saying you plan on restricting or banning menthol cigarettes. Who are you to tell me 
what I can or can't smoke? If I want to kill myself smoking menthol cigarettes, that's MY choice to make not yours. This 
country is becoming like a communist country, where we are dictated what we can or can't do. I have tried non menthol 
and get violently sick from them. I have a panic attack problem and the cigarettes help calm me. Either that or I would be 
popping xanax like candy. I will seriously consider a class action lawsuit. I will gather friends and family who will get their 
friends and family. Good luck boys and girls
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 3:35 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: (no subject)

it don't matter what you smoke people smoke what brand they what i perfer newport 100's and every body i know smoke 
newports in all race so as long as they make newports i'am going to smoke them unless i quit smoking all together.
                                       HANNAH   STEVENS                                                                                                

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 3:30 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: (no subject)

to whom  it may concern,
                                           I am a cigarette smoker and I feel that you do not have the right to tell smokers what kind of 
cigarettes to smoke. are any of you smoke or have family members that are smokers. some of us that do smoke 
cigarettes have no other bad habits other than being a smokers. you tell us what food to eat what medinice to use and 
what doctors to see and you also tell the we are a fat society. let us have one thing that don't tell us what to smoke. I 
smoke menthol cigarette but the are light menthol cigarette and the are other brands of cigarettes that have non menthol 
cigarettes.
                                                                            yours truly,
                                                                              Anna l. loeb 
                                                                            proud menthol cigarette smoker

Somers, Karen M

From: Kristie Parks 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 3:22 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

I am a 29 year old female,  resident and native, college educated menthol cigarette 
smoker.  I am also physica  active and in good condition, able to support myself, and am
single without children.  I have been made aware of your most recent efforts to ban 
menthol cigarettes- another capricious campaign by a government agency out to gain the 
support of a select group.  I want the elected officials to know that I registered to vote
as soon as I became of legal age, and I am aware of political goings-on.  I will not 
support those who do not support me.  

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Shelia Harris 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 3:20 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

I feel that I should have a choice in what type of tobacco I like, I per fore menthol non- menthol are to 
hearse.  I don't think you  have the right to stop the companies from making menthol products. If you 
are going do something about it ban all cigarettes because they all cause lung cancer. That is really a 
silly notion.....

Life is a glorious banquet,
a limitless and delicious buffet.   MAYA ANGELOU
 
Shelia A. Harris 

Somers, Karen M

From: Shannon A Bowring 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 3:13 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

Hello:
 
I am writing because I heard there is going to be a ban on menthol cigarettes! Alot of people are 
going ot be out raged and I feel it is wrong especially because we pay for the cigarettes not any one 
that is trying ot outlaw! That is going to bring profits way down and alot of the so called FDA will be 
out of jobs.So why dont you let people smoke what they want? This is "supposed to be a FREE 
Country" but to me that is  I would like to know how people like you can control our lives and 
take away from one of the largest gov't proffits in the world besides pharmacuticals! People are going 
to smoke either way so this ban is going to do no good but put people in out rage! We compermised 
with the ban in public places now we have to deal with this? Come on? I think we need to have a 
vote in every state.Because it shouldn't be up to you or anyone else to make this call and I will take 
this as far as I have to because I feel my rights are being violated as a human! Let me see something 
you searly enjoy get taken away and see you deal with it!Then they need to outlaw alchohol because 
at least when you smoke you can function! Email me back if you can and let me know why this gov't 
is becoming like a dictatorship instead of a democracy!!
 
Thanks,Shannon Bowring
this will not stop people from illegaly bringing menthol cigs into the U.S. I am very disappointed in our 
gov't right now unless you can pursuade me otherwise!
 
Thanks for your time
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Somers, Karen M

From: Faye Brandt 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 3:07 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Hello Caryn,
 
I vote to keep menthol cigarettes.   There is not a difference than smelling or rubbing it on your
body.  Why are the politicians & FDA doing this study.  Is this another way to take the taxpayers 
money? 
The government is always coming up with studies that cost us millions dollars of our taxmoney. 
So please keep the menthol in the cigarettes.
 
Thank you,  

Faye

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 3:02 PM
To: TPSAC

Dear Caryn, I am a regular menthol cigarette smokerand i find it very unfair that your company 
doesn't treat menthol cigarettes with the same importance as the other types and brands of 
cigarettes.I've been smoking menthol cigarettes for at least 25 years, it's a crying shame that the 
taxes have went up on the and please bear in mind, that most of the people in my neighborhood 
smoke menthols. For most of us this is one of the few pleasures that we have, please refrain from 
making more difficult for us. Respectfully, Franklin Bass

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Jean Alvarez 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 2:11 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Fwd: Menthol Cigarettes

-----Original Message-----
From: Jean Alvarez 
To: TPSAC@fda.hh.gov
Sent: Wed, Feb 2, 2011 11:03 am
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Gentlemen,
 
I am a 47 year old woman and I believe I have the right to smoke menthol cigarettes if I wish.  I cannot believe that the 
government wants to take away my right to choose!  This ban on menthol cigarettes is un-constitutional!
 
Sincerely,
 
Jean Alvarez

Somers, Karen M

From: Brad Logsd 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 2:03 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol ban

don't ban menthol cigarettes ban alcohol children drink and smoke so take away all alcohol cause you 
stop flavored Tobacco then do the same for candy and just give them pure sugar so they don't want 
that either you do this and you will put thousands out of jobs and onto unemployment and now they 
can sit there and draw it for years so talk about the debt this country's in now this would send us back 
into the stone age no work no money then death will fallow so take all the jobs away and put the 
military out to murder all americans that don't make more than 20K a year cause they won't be able to 
support themselves or their families so see it from the point of the adult not the child STOP the 
commercials not the product people have a choice "Isn't this a free country?"  so think about what our 
forefathers would do or even what children were doing then compared  want your daughter to marry a 
manto now they fought in wars and were married at 12 to a 30 year old men so would you want that 
no. Stop think and don't worrie because that tax pays your check every week don't wait just say no 
we won't ban it.  thanks 

A citizen Of USA born and raised
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Somers, Karen M

From: Virginia Campbell 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 1:51 PM
To: TPSAC

I only smoke menthol and we should have the right to smoke what we want when  we want you don’t 
tell the ones that drink what they can drink or what kind of beer to buy this is unfair to all smokers you 
should also approach the ones who drink to 
 
                                                                                                                                            thank you 
                                                                                                                                           Virginia 
Campbell

Somers, Karen M

From: sue mcnerney 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 1:34 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarette ban

I just received notification that the FDA is trying to ban menthol cigarettes, and am NOT happy. 
I smoke menthols, and do not appreciate a govt agency making my choices for me. 
If I'm going to smoke, I do not see that menthols are any worse than non-menthols, but it IS my choice to smoke
them. 
Please find someone else to bother.  
 
Sue McNerney

Somers, Karen M

From: Daryl Doran 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 1:22 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarette Ban

Sirs:
 
I just want to voice my opinion on this contemplated ban.  I do not believe that Menthol cigarettes 
should be banned.  They are no different than any other cigarette.
 
Daryl Doran 

 

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Adrienne Little 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 12:51 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

I truly believe that we should have a choice of what brand of cigarettes we purchase, We have 
adjusted to most places being ban for smokers’. So why do we now have to make another choice that 
is not ours.

Somers, Karen M

From: Mecan River Inn 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 12:37 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
 
I am writing you to let you know that you SHOULDN'T ban mentol cigarettes. I am fighting for my right to smoke what I 
want.
 
Cynthia M Sommers

Somers, Karen M

From: MIKE CONNOLLY 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 12:21 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

To Whom It May Concern,
   I am writing this e-mail in response to some information I received from a cigarette manufacturer.  
The letter I received stated that the FDA is trying to ban menthol cigarettes.  In my opinion this is an 
extremely wrong decision to come to.
   I have smoked menthol cigarettes for years and many of my friends do also.  I don't believe they 
pose any further health risk than regular cigarettes.  All smokers know that smoking is bad for us, but 
we as adults make the decision to smoke anyway.
   Taking away our right to choose is inherently wrong, not only as we are adults, but also Americans.  
That is the point of living in a free country, to choose what we want to put into our bodies.  I don't 
think scientists have to right to restrict what we as adults and Americans do.  I'm betting most of the 
scientists don't smoke and have never smoked.
    If menthol cigarettes are banned, there are going to be a lot of unhappy people, and I don't know if 
the FDA has thought about that.
     So in closing, I think banning menthol cigarettes is wrong and the FDA should leave the decision 
making up to the people, and stop trying to regulate everything.
                                              Thank You, 
                                              Heather Connolly

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 12:19 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning MENTHOL cigarettes????????

Why single out the menthol smokers?  We should be allowed the same rights as any other smokers!  
Until or unless you ban all types of smoking (good luck with that!), don't discriminate against the ones 
who choose menthol.

Maureen Howland

 

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 12:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

I heard that the FDA may consider restricting or banning all menthol cigarettes. This is rediculous! Do 
not take away menthols. They are my favorite. If you ban menthols then you should just ban all 
cigarettes. They're all bad for you. 
 
Thank you,
Joshua Johnson

Somers, Karen M

From: Johnathan 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 11:39 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning menthol cigs would be a mistake.

Dear Caryn Cohen, MS
 
                               I do not think the idea that menthol smokes are any more harmful then non‐menthol smoke 
and further more 
why do government/scientist think that its okay to take or civil rite to choose a legal product and consume it?? 
Menthol smokes have not been the only cigs I have ever  smoke I used to smoke Marlboros and I think there 
just as harmful!! If you want to ban menthol smokes then ban all cig together!!! Also ban beer and liquor while 
your at it.. This is just a bunch of Ludacris thinking on these officials agendas. Please use common sense and 
consider that us consumers pay your and the government officials bills!! We want to be able to choose what 
we buy and we don’t need people trying to tell us what we can and cant purchase!! I hope you
consider these thoughts and keep menthol smokes around for a lot longer.
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                                                                                  Thank You,
                                                                                 Johnathan,

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 11:38 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: DO NOT BAN MENTHOL IN CIGARETTES

DO NOT BAN MENTHOL IN CIGARETTES!!!
 
Carol Gallagher

Somers, Karen M

From: Charles Logue 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 11:24 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

Don’t ban menthol cigarettes.
Thanks,
Charlie Logue

Somers, Karen M

From: Crystal G. Durossette 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 11:22 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: The ban of menthol

Hello,
 I am writing today because I was informed that there might be a ban of menthol in 
cigarettes. I have smoked Newport for over 15 years, and I am appalled that now the 
government wants to tell me what I can or cannot put in my body. This is my decision. 
Menthol has been used for centuries, with no word of bad effects. I urge you to not 
interfere with this aspect. We have no control over our lives anymore, as the government 
feels they have so much power that they can say what legal adults can smoke. Again, I urge
you to not let politics interfere with GOOD SCIENCE!! Their is zero proof that menthol has
any negative effects, yet their is mountains of proof against alcohol! Why do we not ban 
alcohol? Why should I suffer because I smoke, yet we keep alcohol legal, where children 
are receiving it on a daily basis, where their are thousands of accidents that kill 
people, but no, we are going to say that I have freedom, yet I am being controlled over 
what I am allowed to put in my body! Again, I urge you to let the science speak!! 
 
Thank you from an extremely concerned resident of The United States, where we are 
FREE!!!!!

javascript:void(0) Crystal G. Van Hart =D
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 11:11 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

To whom it may concern:
I am a menthol smoker over 21 years of age. I have been smoking menthol cigarettes for a number of years and do not 
believe menthol in cigarettes is more harmful than regular cigarettes. I know smoking is dangerous to one's health but it is 
a choice whether to smoke or not to smoke. The Federal Government has no right to ban menthol cigarettes as this 
constitutes an invasion of privacy. Please do not ban menthol cigarettes as this would lead to a black market for these 
types of products. An adult has the right to smoke this legal product and the government should stay out of one's personal 
choices.
                                                  Regards,
                                                       Harry J. Poulos

Somers, Karen M

From: Shane Berkhimer 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 11:03 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Cigarettes

I just recently learned that the FDA may consider restricting or banning menthol cigarettes. Cigarettes 
are bad for you period, but it is a choice and menthol is just a preference that should not be taken 
away from customers. I understand restricting where someone can or can't smoke, due to the many 
that prefer not to smoke and expose themselves to the harsh chemicals. There is over 115 different 
flavors of smokeless tobacco, not to mention how many different types and flavors of alcohol there is. 
Point of the matter is each and every single one is not healthy and all is nothing more than a 
preference, that is restricted enough and all have clear warning that they are dangerous and 
unhealthy. Bottom line; it's a choice that shouldn't be taken away or restricted any further.

Somers, Karen M

From: Joyce Crowder 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 10:55 AM
To: TPSAC

Do not ban menthol

    

The information contained in this electronic transmission is intended for the exclusive use of the 
individuals to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged and 
confidential, the disclosure of which is prohibited by law. If the reader of this transmission 
is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying 
of this communication is strictly prohibited. In addition, any unauthorized copying, disclosure or 
distribution of the material in this e-mail and any attachments is strictly forbidden.
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 10:43 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban on Menthol Cigarettes

The government has taken to much control of what I choose to do, where I chose to do it, and how 
much it costs me to do it.  The FDA has NO scientific evidence, and who cares anyway?  It is my 
choice to smoke, what brand to smoke, what brand I choose to buy.  KEEP YOUR POLITICAL 
GRITTY PAWS OFF OF MY CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS!

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 10:17 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Proposed ban on menthol cigarettes

I have smoked menthol cigarettes for years.  If you were planning on banning cigarettes entirely, I would better 
understand/accept it, but to just ban menthol and not all cigarettes is really impinging on my rights to smoke what I want. 
 
I understand smoking is not good for me, but I am an adult and make my own choices in life.  I am really getting sick of 
government saying that they know what's best for me.  Why not ban alcohol again like they did during prohibition?  Or any 
food with saturated fat? There any many harmful substances out there, but in the end, it is my decision as to what legal 
substances I put in my body. It shouldn't be the government.   

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 10:13 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Freedom of CHOICE in the U.S.

Importance: High

Good Morning FDA, 
Not letting the american public smoke what they want (menthol cigarrettes) is an act of socialism and 
is considered communistic in nature. Please don't take anymore rights away from us. Thank you, 
Sharon Petty

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: kelly wingerter 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 9:37 AM
To: TPSAC

i only smoke menthol cigs,i don't think it's right your trying to take that away from me.you can't tell me 
whatr i can smoke.that's my right!!!
i don't like regular cigs only menthol.
ty for your time

Somers, Karen M

From: GA Donatella 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 9:30 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthol Cigarettes

I am emailing you because of the banning menthol cigarettes. I believe I have the "right" to make a 
choice to smoke menthol cigarettes ! They should not be treated any differently than non-menthol.  
The Gov't should stay out of my choices .. this is a political movement that I am against. 

Thank You,

Sandra Anderson

Somers, Karen M

From: Edward Herget S
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 9:30 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: my vote in protest against the FDA on banding methol cigarettes

-- 
Edward A. Herget Sr.
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 9:22 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol 

I dont understand why smoking is the only habit that suffers all the time. What about getting rid of alcohol it causing more 
damage to families then cigarettes. I love my menthol cigarettes, and dont real you should get rid of menthol.
Sharon Torterotot

        

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 8:56 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: BAN ON MENTHOL CIGARETTES

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN    MY CHOICE IN SMOKING MENTHOL CIGARETTES IS JUST THAT MY CHOICE TO 
MAKE.  I DO NOT FEEL 
ANYONE HAS THE RIGHT TO TAKE IT AWAY FROM ME. I AM OVER 21 AND CIGARETTES ARE LEGAL THOUGH 
MAYBE UNHEALTHY. FAST FOOD IS NOT HEALTHY SKY JUMPING IS NOT EITHER YET NO ONE QUESTIONS 
THE RIGHT PEOPLE HAVE TO EAT OR ENGAGE IN THE ACTIVITY. PROHIBITION DID NOT WORK FOR ALCOHOL 
SO WHAT MAKES YOU THINK IT WILL WORK FOR MENTHOL CIGARETTES ?????? 

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 8:51 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: I am against banning menthol cigarettes

When doing your research please stick to the facts and not politics.
Thank you.

Somers, Karen M

From: Moyer Construction Management 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 8:19 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

I cannot believe you are even considering removing menthol cigarettes from the market.  If you are removing menthol, 
then just remove ALL cigarettes.  However, as an American I should have the right to smoke the flavor I always have 
smoked.  This is a ridiculous campaign and I am outraged by it.
Sheree Moyer

Somers, Karen M

From: Linda Hall 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 8:19 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

I don't think the government should have any say in what kind of cigarettes are sold, it is bad enough 
that they tax them so heavily in some states.
 
Linda Hall

Somers, Karen M

From: Doreen Wilcher 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 8:13 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol is my choice!

I want the choice of menthol or non-menthol cigarettes.  Don't take our choices away!  Do the studies.
  Inform me so I can make an educated choice.  Obviously, I am an idiot to choose smoking at all with 
everything we know about cigarettes.  If I choose to smoke, atleast let me choose the flavor in which 
to harm myself with.

Menthol smoker, 
Doreen Wilcher
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 8:10 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: MY Menthol cigarettes

Why is it government feels the need to interfere in EVERY aspect of our lives.  What does that make 
our government..... A DICTATORSHIP.  

 

Kindly leave my menthol cigarettes alone.  They are the only JOY in my life.

 

Respectfully,

 

Doreen M. Longo

A  Taxpayer and VOTER
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 5:55 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthal

Please do not take another one of our freedoms away concerning cigerettes.  This used to be a free nation yet goverment 
is taking our freedom away.  Dont't take another freedom from us. leave our choice of menthol alone,. Thank you  

Somers, Karen M

From: joshua tucker 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 3:42 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol ban

Attachments:

I thought this was suppose to be a free country, but how can that be if you want to dictate everything I 
say or choose to do?  In my opinion you need to knock off the stupid tax hikes and trying to tell me I can't 
have menthol cigarettes.  What I put in my body should be my choice not yours, thus that little thing we 
call a constitution. FREEDOM OF CHOICE.
 
                                      Sincerely Irritated,
                                       Joshua D Tucker

Somers, Karen M

From: joy gerlack 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 12:27 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: MENTHOL CIGARETTES

i AM A MENTHOL SMOKERS AND i AM SO  i CAN'T BELIEVE YOU ARE GOING 
TO TAKE AWAY THE KIND i CIGARETTES i PREFER TO SMOKE THIS IS THE USA I 
THOUGHT IT WAS A FREE COMPANY IT'S BAD ENOUGH THAT i CAN'T SMOKE 
HARDLY ANY WHERE ANY MORE BUT NOW YOU WANT TO TELL ME WHAT i CAN 
AND CAN'T SMOKE THIS IS  CRAZY LEAVE US SMOKERS ALONE FOR GODS 
SAKE GO MESS WITH THE DRUG DEALERS AND DRUNK DRIVERS i AM NOT KILLING 
ANYONE BY SMOKING MENTHOL SMOKES OVER NON MENTHOL ITS MY CHOICE 
DON'T US AMERICANS GET THAT ANY MORE OR ARE PEOPLE WHO DECIDE TO 
SMOKE NOT ALLOWED TO SMOKE WHAT WE WANT IN THE AREAS THAT YOU GUYS 
HAVE DECIDES WAS OKAY. i MEAN REALLY FIND SOME THING BETTER TO DO YOU 
KNOW YOU FOUND A CURE FOR AIDS TO MAKE PEOPLE LIVE 15 - 20 YEARS BUT 
CANCER THAT HAS BEEN AROUND FOR EVER AND GETS LOTS OF FUNDING YOU 
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CAN'T FIND A LONGER LASTING CURE WOW TAKE THE EXTRA MONEY FROM THE 
MENTHOL RESEARCH AND PUT IT ON CANCER AND LEAVE MY ONE AND ONLY BAD 
HABIT THE  ALONE, THANK YOU,
JOY

Somers, Karen M

From: Shanna Overmyer 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 12:18 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: ban on menthol

I think it is just wrong that the government is yet again trying to get involved in the private sector by 
imposing a ban on menthol cigarettes!  I am completely against this ban and plan to pass this e-mail 
address on to a lot of other who are as well.  I work at a convenience store where we sell hundreds of 
packs of menthol cigarettes a day, i know these consumers will be just as outraged as I was to hear 
of this pending investigation which is trying to lead into legislation.
 
Shanna Senecal

Somers, Karen M

From: Shanna Overmyer 
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 12:05 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: regarding the ban on menthol cigarettes

To whom it may concern:
 
I am writing you tonight in regards to the possible ban on menthol cigarettes'.  I (as a consumer of a 
menthol cigarette) do not understand how this type of legislation could be beneficial to anyone.  I 
understand that cigarettes are bad for me, however I choose to smoke them.  One of the greatest 
things about being an American is the choices I am given on a daily basis.  These choices are known 
to many as our civil liberties, so wouldn't infringing legislation on the TYPE of cigarette I can choose 
be wrong?  I guess saying flavored liquor's is illegal is next right?  I am writing this e-mail because I 
do not want a ban on menthol cigarettes along with (I am sure) millions of others who choose to 
smoke menthol cigarettes'.  
 
Sincerely,
 
Shanna Overmyer

In 
accord
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Somers, Karen M

From: Ben Pelkey 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 11:51 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Dear Scientists,

I write to you begging you to not recommend banning menthol cigarettes.  As a smoker of these, I find 
it unfair to take it away from us as they have been legal this whole time.  If you want to make it difficult 
for new smokers to become addicted to them, that is fine, but it is too late to ban them on those 
already addicted.  On top of that, smoking decreases life expectancy for those unwilling or unable to 
quit.  Thus, medical costs are kept down as they usually don't live as long and won't need to be 
placed into hospice care as many elderly do for the period before they die.  So, financially, it makes a 
lot of sense to let people like me keep smoking them.

Sincerely,
Ben Pelkey

Somers, Karen M

From: LiDonatia Goode 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 11:42 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

Hello,
I am writing you to let you know that I feel I should be able to smoke menthol if I want we don't say 
anything about people drinking. If we ban menthol cigarettes then we should ban achocal.
Thank You,
Mrs. Goode

Somers, Karen M

From: Shannon McKenzie 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 10:52 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol ban

To whom it may concern,
  My name is Shannon McKenzie and I and concerned about the possible ban on menthol cigarettes. 
I choose to smoke menthol cigarettes and  feel that it should continue to be MY choice and not the 
governments. If the facts are available to us, and we choose to smoke them anyways than that 
should be our choice as consumers, tax payers, and US citizens. I feel that there is way to much 
control being put on cigarettes  as there is now! I feel that this would be just a step closer to making 
cigarettes illegal all together. As a tax payer I would like the choice to smoke menthol cigarettes stay 
as just that, MY CHOICE! 
     Sincerely,
     Shannon McKenzie

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Dave N Jody Cyclone 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 10:39 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Removing menthol cigarettes from the market/alcohol

   What is wrong with this part of the government? You all need to butt out of these 
insignificant parts of citizen’s private lives. You need to start testing all these weight loss 
products, vitamins, health preparations that have been put on the market OTC without 
having been tested against the the product statements as to what they are intended to 
do. Not to mention that the companies that produce such potions are allowed to 
advertise  without so much as a test to even see if that is what is contained in the 
package.This is utterly insane! How dare this department allow such insanity to thrive.
   The alcohol consumption in this country needs to be evaluated & it should be removed 
from the market and/or made unavailable to anyone registered in an AA/NA organization 
or rehab facility. It is the worst liquid available without regulation or constraints by the 
government. Think of the lost revenue to the government if the sale of alcohol were 
banned and removed from shelves. Alcoholism/drug addiction is a CHOICE-NOT AN 
ILLNESS!!! 
   Money –taxes-is what allows such products to exist without such regulation. Allowing 
to kill against one’s choice. 
   Everything is wrong with this division of the government.
Jody Toonkel

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 10:31 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

Dear Ms.Cohen,
I wish to express my concern over the ban of menthol cigaretts.As a consenting adult I feel my right to choose a legal 
product is being infringed upon.I am aware of all the danger involved in smoking & that there are options to quit.It is my 
right not the goverments to decide what I do.I do not encourage young people to smoke & at some point my quit.But until I 
do,I would prefer to make that descison,not a fedral office.
Thank you,
Margo Colon

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Kellie Sims 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 9:45 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Dear Caryn Cohen,
   My name is Kellie Sims. I've been a menthol smoker, "Newport" to be exact. For over 30yrs. As a 
child I suffered greatly from Asthma and Pneumonia. Almost died 3 times from it. Was given 
Tetracycline extensively until I was past 6yrs. old. The Tetracycline I was given has done far more 
damage to my body then smoking menthol cigarettes has. As strange as it may sound, I believe 
smoking menthol has stopped my Asthma attacks completely! Haven't had one since I was about 
twelve. Maybe I grew out of it. Maybe the menthol actually opens the bronchil tubes in my lungs 
allowing me to breathe. Nobody can say for sure. 
   I don't want to think that my Government is now considering taking away something that has made 
my life better. Something that has been legal all these years. Something I think is included in my 
constitutional Right to Pursuit of Happiness. 
   Our Government and States already tax the out of us for smoking. The non-smoking public has 
succeeded in making smokers social outcasts. Now you want to decide what kind we can and can-not 
smoke??? It won't be long until smoking is outlawed all-together!! Along with a whole bunch of our 
rights under this free nation, politics is taking presidence over what we do and say everyday! I highly 
doubt anyone can proove with-out a doubt, that smoking menthol cigarettes kills people any sooner 
then non-menthol. 
   Just how do you presume to go about prooving that menthol cigarettes kill people faster. Or that 
people who smoke die younger. People die from all kinds of things everyday. People who've never 
smoked get lung cancer. It's enviromental if anything. Hope you're considering that while you're doing 
your research??
I would think you all have enough on your plates researching side-effects of the drugs you put on the 
market to test out on people like me. The public is being saturated by drugs that have far reaching 
side-effects. Why aren't you doing something about that??? Can you tell that I feel pretty passionate 
about this subject? I'm not just passionate, I'm  right off!!! 30 some years of smoking and my 
oxygen levels are still running in the high 90s. 98 last I was checked. So in closing, make sure you 
don't let politics get the better of you too!! This Country is becomming less free everyday. Think about 
that while you're doing research that will effect so many others in this Country. And remember, people 
die from all kinds of things not smoking related and the Government's not doing anything about those 
other things...
                                                                                                           Very Sincerely,
                                                                                                                  Kellie Sims
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Somers, Karen M

From: Jace Angel 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 9:36 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: DO NOT BAN NEWPORTS

DO NOT BAN NEWPORT CIGARETTES OR MENTHOLS. IF YOU WANT TO BAN ANYTHING BAN 
ALL CIGARETTES IN GENERAL. WHY IS THE FDA SINGLING OUT ONE KIND OF CIGARETTE, 
WHICH IT HAS TO BE THE KIND THAT I SMOKE PERSONALLY. BAN ALL OR BAN NONE. WHAT 
HAPPEN TO OUR, "FREEDOM OF CHOICE?" HOW MAY I BE ABLE TO CHOOSE WITHOUT 
ADEQUATE SELECTION TO CHOOSE FROM. SO IS IT SAFE TO SAY THAT THERE IS NO ONE 
IN THE FDA, FROM CEO TO JANITOR THAT DOES NOT SMOKE NEWPORTS OR MENTHOL 
CIGARETTES? INSTEAD OF FINDING WAYS TO BAN MENTHOL CIGARETTES, WHY DOESN'T 
THE FDA FIND A CURE THAT WOULD RID US OF THE COMMON COLD? SMOKING IS A VICE 
AND NOT A NECESSITY. IT IS THE PERSON'S RIGHT TO SMOKE OR NOT TO SMOKE AND IF 
THEY DO SMOKE, THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE WHAT CIGARETTE HE OR SHE WOULD LIKE TO 
SMOKE. SOME PEOPLE DRINK AFTER A HARD DAY'S WORK, HAVE A NIGHTCAP, GO TO 
HAPPY HOUR. UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ANY TYPE OF ALCOHOL AFFECTS YOUR 
JUDGMENT, YOUR REACTION TIME, AND EVEN MAYBE YOUR THOUGHTS. YOU NEVER 
HEARD OF SOMEONE DYING FROM SMOKING A MENTHOL AND DRIVING.  Punch Tongue 
Angel

Jaycee "JAcE" Angeles
 
  

  _____  

The future  is the mystery worth waiting for...The past is the history worth learning from...And now is where it all begins... 

Somers, Karen M

From: Jaycee B. Angeles 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 9:00 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: newport menthol cigarettes

    DO NOT BAN MENTHOL CIGARETTES IN OTHER WORDS DON’T BAN NEWPORTS. IF YOU 
ARE GOING TO BAN SOMETHING, BAN ALL CIGARETTES IN GENERAL. DON’T SINGLE OUT A 
CERTAIN KIND OR BRAND OF CIGARETTES, GET RID OF THEM ALL OR LEAVE THEM ALONE. 
FDA MOST LIKELY PROFITS FROM THE INDUSTRY SOME HOW IN ANY KIND OF FORM FROM 
GETTING THE PRODUCTS TO TEST. CAN EVERY SINGLE EMPLOYEE AT  THE FDA FROM 
CEO TO JANITOR SAY THAT NONE OF THEM SMOKE MENTHOLS?
 
THAT’S ME VOICING MY OPINION’
 
JAYCEE ANGELES

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Thomas Sells 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 8:59 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Band Study

Hello I am hoping that email reaching the right person. I am a 32 year old smoker. I have been 
smoking for over 12 years. When I first started smoking I smoked non-menthol cigarettes.  I thought 
at first the the non menthols was better for me. Yes I know smoking is not good for me but that is my 
choose as a United States citizen to smoke if I chose too. Anyways I smoked non menthols for about 
4 years when I started waking up not feeling good and it at times it was hard to breath after my daily 
run. and I caught colds easier. but one day someone told me if I change to MENTHOL Cigarettes I 
would have less problems. So I did so now I have been smoking Menthol for over 7 years. I havnt had 
a cold and after my daily walk or run I can breath. So if you band Menthol Cigarettes then you will 
making it easier for people that do smoke to die faster. Also as a United State Citizen Born and Raise 
If you try to band Menthol Cigarettes you are  taking away my rights as a US Citizen. If you band 
Menthol you Should band Cigarettes, Cigars, Smokeless Tabocco, Beer, Wine, Red Meats, Eggs, 
Soda, Flavored Water, Teas, Coffees, I keep going because you are studing only one thing that is 
bad for any Human Being when there is 10s of 1000s of other products out there that are just as bad 
if not worse for Humans. So I ask you as a tax payer and a voter in our Country not to band Menthol 
Cigarettes. Let me decide if the smokers of America want to smoke menthol or non menthol.
 
Thank You For Your Time
 
Thomas L Sells III

Somers, Karen M

From: Shannon Tray
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 8:50 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

Hello, 
My name is Michelle Tray. I am a menthol smoker. I feel it is my choice to smoke whatever I like as 
an adult living in America. This is part of my freedom, to make choices of my own. Isn't that what so 
many of our men and women have fought and died for, freedom of choice! Also, if you choose to 
discontinue menthol's, the government will loose money, since they have decided to raise taxes on 
cigarettes. A lot of people will just choose to quit smoking. So please don't take my freedom of choice 
from me.
Sincerely,
Michelle

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Melanie Barton
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 8:44 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Don't ban menthol cig

Menthol smokers have the right right to keep smoking if we choose. It is our constitutional right as 
long as we do not smoke were it is not permitted. Our health is our concern and lots of people that do 
smoke don't get cancer. I have smoked fo over 20 years and i don't have any health concerns. We 
already pay five or six dollars a pack and that has not slowed anyone down on there smoking menthol 
or other wise.
 
 
                                                                                                       sincerely,
                                                                                                                MDB from 

Somers, Karen M

From: diana hill 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 8:43 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: No! Leave my cigs alone!

Attachments:

I dont't ask U to Buy them! Find sonething else to do with our MONEY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
 

Diana Hill

 

 

GOD BLESS AMERICA !
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Somers, Karen M

From: aimee vanhouter 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 8:42 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol ban

As a smoker and of menthol i do not see the reason we should suffer just because non 
smokers do not like what we do. We already dont have the right to smoke wherever we want, 
but you want to ban us from smoking altogether? How is that right? Are we back into 
segregation and discrimination times? Leave us alone and let us kill ourselves as slowly 
or as fast as we want. ITS OUR CHOICE and who are you to take our rights and freedom away?
Just leave it alone we have enough restrictions

Somers, Karen M

From: Gloria Wilcox 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 8:38 PM
To: TPSAC; TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Ban

Stop the big brother from imposing a ban on menthol cigarettes.
 
A smoker who wants to keep the choice of the consumer.
 
Gloria Wilcox

 

Somers, Karen M

From: Rachel Ross 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 8:36 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: opinion attached

GOOD EVENING, 
My opinion on this matter is:
I will not smoke if it isnt menthol. menthol is the only type of cigarette i can smoke non  menthol have 
absolutely no taste, and are bland and have a terrible after taste i can assure you, you will lose alot of 
customers with out menthol. sorry to say. 
Customer Id#  

Thank you Kindly, 

(b) (6)
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Rachel Ross

CEO - LEAM Inc.
Office: 773-499-3407

    

Land's End Asset Management Inc. 

    

Somers, Karen M

From: Amy Dailey 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 8:20 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: ban on Menthol

Dear “scientist who think they know what is best for this American adult!
I feel as an adult I should have the right to choose what type of cigarettes I would like to smoke and 
that is MENTHOL!!  It is used in many other products such as cough drops!  Why ban it in 
‘’Cigarettes'” only if you are going to ban it!  (which would be a big mistake) I mean BIG MISTAKE!!! 
 
Sincerely
Amy Dailey 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Adam Kamyszek
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 8:04 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: MENTHOL CIGS LET ME SMOKE EM!!!!!!!!!!!!

what is this communist china????????????you jack the ciggerete prices out the roof and put more 
chemicals as in fire safety compliant cigs now you wanna ban the one pleasure i love and thats 
menthol cigs from newport why??????If ur gonna ban menthol why not ban all cigs if you do which i 
have no control over and hope you dont because menthol is my everyday smoker im. All your gonna 
do is turn people into crazy  that will do anything to get the menthol just like people do get there 
drugs so wheater you ban it or not people will find a way to get that menthol fix!!!!!!!!!so please take 
into consideration of not banning menthol cigs. 

Somers, Karen M

From: mohammed hossain 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 7:47 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: do not ban menthol

Somers, Karen M

From: cindy cavanah 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 7:25 PM
To: TPSAC

please fight for menthol

Thank you cindy

Somers, Karen M

From: Amy Walsh 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 7:12 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: ban on menthol cigarettes

DO NOT BAN MENTHOL CIGARETTES!!!!!!!!
WE THE PUBLIC ARE AWARE OF THE DANGERS OF SMOKING CIGARETTES, 
MENTHOL OR NON MENTHOL. WE ARE ADULTS AND AMERICANS AND SHOULD 
BE FREE TO MAKE OUR OWN CHOICES. REMEMBER, PEOPLE WILL DO WHAT 
THEY WANT AND IF YOU BAN MENTHOL CIGARETTES YOU ARE JUST 
CREATING A WAY FOR PEOPLE TO SMOKE CIGARETTES THAT ARE NOT MADE 
IN AMERICA AND CONTROLLED BY STANDARDS OF QUALITY. BANNING 
MENTHOL CIGARETTES WILL NOT HELP ANYONE QUIT SMOKING... EVERYONE 
WHO SMOKES HAS TO MAKE THAT CHOICE ON THEIR OWN TERMS. 
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REMEMBER WHAT HAPPENED WHEN ALCOHOL WAS OUTLAWED.. ORGANIZED 
CRIME AND A BLACK MARKET EMERGED. LEARN FROM THE PAST. THANK 
YOU!!!!!
SINCERELY,
AMY WALSH

Somers, Karen M

From: Dixie R. Carter 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 7:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

Hi! I am a menthol smoker. I started smoking non-menthols at the age of 18 and didn't start smoking 
menthols until my mid twenties. I know smoking is bad for your health but I enjoy it and I enjoy being 
free to do so. Do I drink alcohol? No I do not. Do I do drugs? No I do not nor do I do any criminal activity. 
Part of living in the grand ole U.S. Of A. is having freedoms. Why would you want to take one more away? 
You can say it's because of health issues but if that were the truth the FSC never would have been added 
(which I have been diagnosed with migraines since the additive has been allowed). If you're truly worried 
about our health do away with alcohol. When's the last time you've heard of someone getting killed by a 
smoking driver.
Dixie R. Carter

Somers, Karen M

From: Dale Karsten 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 6:55 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: We say NO to banning Menthol Cigarettes

Dear Sirs,
 
We understand through various sources that the FDA is trying to banning all cigarettes.  No scientific 
reason has been given for this, and the recommendation is supporsed to be released in March 2011.
 
For the record,
 
Here in Michigan, you can't even smoke anything in bars, restaurants, public places, etc.  This has 
hurt an already damaged economy for a simple pleasure.
 
We believe in personal choice to use any legal product.
 
We support Lorillard in their fight against the FDA to allow their customers to smoke what they want 
even if it is in their own homes.
 
Why should the FDA take away the right for an adult consumer choice for taste in a product?
 
What happened to our rights?  They keep being taken away, one by one.
 
P.S.  There's always Canada.......
 

(b) (6)
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Dale Karsten
Lori Karsten
Terry Karsten
Kenny Prinz
 

 

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 6:45 PM
To: TPSAC

Please do not ban menthol cigarettes.
I enjoy smoking my Newport 100's.
Thank you,
   Erin Pauley

Somers, Karen M

From: Teresa Reeves 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 6:38 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

Ms Cohen;
 
I am a menthol smoker, and where do you get off telling people what to smoke.  As a tax payer,
and an adult unless you will pay all my bills you don't tell me what to do.  My subjection to you is
to find something else to do with your time.
 
Here is a news flash I stayed sicker when I didn't smoke, then when I did so I don't know where
this fake study is coming from, but you had better stop tripping.  Leave my cigarettes alone this
is the only thing I do wrong.
 
Sincerely,
Teresa Reeves

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Dixie R. Carter 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 6:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

Hi! I am a menthol smoker. I started smoking non-menthols at the age 
of 18 and didn't start smoking menthols until my mid twenties. I know 
smoking is bad for your health but I enjoy it and I enjoy being free to 
do so. Do I drink alcohol? No I do not. Do I do drugs? No I do not nor 
do I do any criminal activity. Part of living in the grand ole U.S. Of A. is 
having freedoms. Why would you want to take one more away? You 
can say it's because of health issues but if that were the truth the FSC 
never would have been added (which I have been diagnosed with 
migraines since the additive has been allowed). If you're truly worried 
about our health do away with alcohol. When's the last time you've 
heard of someone getting killed by a smoking driver.

Somers, Karen M

From: kevin keys 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 6:19 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Don't ban my brand!

Scientists, I have been a loyal Newport smoker for several years now. I have smoked full 
flavor and the taste is awful... I've never smoked one since I don't see why you are 
banning the menthol cigarettes, in my opinion its racist! 75 percent of African Americans 
smoke menthol cigarettes. Not to metion over half the population of white people as well. 
It should be our option to smoke what we pay for and believe me the Newport smokers pay 
and make the money! Its not like its getting people high and all kinds of cigarettes cause
health problems as smokers we already know this. Taking newports away would be outrageous!
If you take them away its just gonna send more of our people to prison for smuggling 
cigarettes! Wow what a crime! NOT! You need to do testing on things that would be worth 
while because if I'm not mistaken isn't this the land of freedom and opertunity!? Don't 
take the jobs from people for making menthol cigarettes! Aren't enough people out of jobs 
already? seriously think about this your letting some people smoke because they smoke full
flavors but us menthol smokers are left to do what? DO NOT BAN MY BRAND!!!                
Amber 
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 5:55 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Restrictions on menthol cigarettes

I write to ask you not to make any restrictions whatever on menthol cigarettes.  My cigarettes, Newport, serve me very 
well.  They cured my arthritis, gout, and a funny feeling in my head that made me sleep sitting up.
 
Sincerely yours,
 
Elizabeth Stephenson

Somers, Karen M

From: DEANNA G 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 5:47 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: my rights

 
I am writing to ask that you don't ban menthol cigarettes! there are already enough bans on smoking 
and now you want to tell us what to smoke. we choose to do it,that is our freedom! leave it alone!!!

Somers, Karen M

From: Walter Hayes 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 5:46 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

i don't think it a good ideal for the government to pick and choose what any adult can consume if  it is 
a cigarette or if it is marijuana this government really needs to stop or slow down with all of this  

 the American government
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Somers, Karen M

From: Eli Panayotovich 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 5:28 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarette ban

DO NOT BAN MENTHOL CIGARETTES!!!!!

If menthol is banned, about 30 percent of all cigarettes would become illegal. Prohibition
of menthol cigarettes would lead to the illegal sale of more dangerous cigarettes through 
an unprecedented underground market.

Menthol has been used without controversy as a characterizing flavor in cigarettes - a 
flavor that can be tasted and identified by the smoker - for more than eighty years in 
countries around the world. It is also one of the most widely studied ingredients in 
cigarettes.

What have these studies found?

The science is clear and compelling. The best available scientific evidence demonstrates 
that menthol cigarettes have the same health effects as nonmenthol cigarettes. Menthol 
neither causes people to smoke, nor deters them from quitting. A menthol cigarette is just
another cigarette — and should be treated no differently. Menthol cigarettes simply give 
adult smokers a taste choice.

The evaluation of menthol provides an important opportunity for the FDA to follow sound 
science exclusively, and not pay heed to political or anti-tobacco influences. Regulators 
have a responsibility to understand the facts about menthol as they consider this 
important decision. 

Sincerely,
ovich

      

Somers, Karen M

From: Aurelia.Williams
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 5:26 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Please let me smoke what I want

Please do not take away Menthol cigarettes.  I really enjoy them!!!!  I tried non-menthol. Did not like them! 

Aurelia Williams (Rita)
Executive Assistant
Supervision & Regulation Department
Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland

(216) 579-2173 (Office Phone)

(216) 579-2932 (Fax Number)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Jillian Michelsen 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 5:22 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

I do not feel that menthol cigarettes should be band. I have asthma and know that I shouldnt smoke 
but for some reason I can smoke menthol not non-menthol. I dont smoke that much a pack a week 
but still I dont feel they should be taken off the market if anything they should be studied to see why 
this happens. I have actually been in the middle of an attack n taken a few drags of a menthol and it 
opens up my airways this is not something i recommend doing but i know it has worked for me. Thank 
you for your time. Jillian

Somers, Karen M

From: Marc 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 5:09 PM
To: TPSAC

AMERICANS HAVE THE RIGHT TO PICK ANY LEGAL PRODUCT  YOU SHOULD JUST SINGLE OUT MENTHOLS IF  
I WANNA DIE FROM SMOKEING  THTS MY RIGHT AS AN AMERICAN 

Somers, Karen M

From: Marc 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 4:56 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: mentol

i think u guys are stupid  to just single out menthols if  your gonna band cigs dont single out just one brand thats just really 
stupid  i dnt  kno why you guys are hateing on cigs theyhave been around a long time  i live  in  and 
they are banding  it  it stupid  i know people dont smoke  thats there rite but dnt take mine away itz unfair
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Somers, Karen M

From: Marlene 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 4:47 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthhol Cigarettes

Attachments:

To whom it may concern
 
In response to your advisory panel of scientists in whether menthol cigarettes should be banned.
 
I have smoked both types for 35 years and although I know cigarettes are addictive it has been my choice.  I have chosen 
menthol over non menthol for the past 25 years because I like the flavor.  
 
Many things in society are addictive, examples of alcohol and food can be just as bad for you.
 
This is my opinion and want it to be voiced in your research.
 
Marlene DeFilippo

Somers, Karen M

From: Marie Curley 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 4:54 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

Hello:
I’m a very  healthy 48 year old woman who exercises regularly and who has smoked menthol 
cigarettes moderately (less than 1/2 pack a day) for more than 30 years. While you contemplate 
whether to ban menthols, I respectfully request that you consider one thing.....If you believe people 
can “drink responsibly” then why can’t people smoke responsibly?  I would like to continue smoking 
my menthol cigarettes, but make no mistake about it...a ban on menthols will not make me quit.  Just 
like raising the taxes on them over and over again did not force me to “see the light”, nor will your 
banning of a product that is LEGAL.   Cigarettes are hidden in supermarkets, yet beer and wine 
coolers are sold openly and remain at eye level of a toddler and guns remain readily available to 
Americans, too.   I gladly took my cigarettes outside long before the law told me to.  I am opposed to 
yet another cheap shot at smokers.  We’ve really had enough!  Thank you.
Sincerely,
Marie Curley
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 4:54 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: KEEP THE MENTHOL

Please don't take away the menthol cigarettes.  It should be my choice if to smoke menthol or not.  The government is 
already telling me where I can smoke.   I pay extra for smoking through my insurance. Find something else to waste your 
time on. Smokers have rights too.  Leave the smokers alone.
 
KEEP THE MENTHOL

Deloris B. Harrell

Somers, Karen M

From: Jose Mills 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 4:44 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Caryn Cohen,
 

I believes that the scientific evidence does not show that menthol in cigarettes is harmful, and that Americans 
have a right to make a personal choice to use any legal product. Some, however, advocate banning menthol 
cigarettes. If menthol is banned, about 30 percent of all cigarettes would become illegal. Prohibition of menthol 
cigarettes would lead to the illegal sale of more dangerous cigarettes through an unprecedented underground 
market. 

Menthol has been used without controversy as a characterizing flavor in cigarettes - a flavor that can be tasted 
and identified by the smoker - for more than eighty years in countries around the world. It is also one of the 
most widely studied ingredients in cigarettes. 

The science is clear and compelling. The best available scientific evidence demonstrates that menthol 
cigarettes have the same health effects as non-menthol cigarettes. Menthol neither causes people to 
smoke, nor deters them from quitting. A menthol cigarette is just another cigarette — and should be 
treated no differently. Menthol cigarettes simply give adult smokers a taste choice.

The evaluation of menthol provides an important opportunity for the FDA to follow sound science exclusively, 
and not pay heed to political or anti-tobacco influences. Regulators have a responsibility to understand the facts 
about menthol as they consider this important decision.
 
Thank you,
Jose Mills
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Somers, Karen M

From: Raffensberger, Dave 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 4:36 PM
To: TPSAC

 

The science is clear and compelling. The best available scientific evidence demonstrates that 
menthol cigarettes have the same health effects as nonmenthol cigarettes. Menthol neither 
causes people to smoke, nor deters them from quitting. A menthol cigarette is just another 
cigarette — and should be treated no differently. Menthol cigarettes simply give adult smokers 
a taste choice.

 

Dave Raffensberger

Technical Specialist

Stryker Medical

f: 269-321-3553

 

Somers, Karen M

From: Marcel Parenteau 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 4:25 PM
To: TPSAC

i think it is going to suck to band menthol cigarettes because i have been smoking half my life and i will probably quit if 
they band menthol.
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Somers, Karen M

From: Sherman Reinert 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 4:06 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

its my right to smoke anything legal, menthol or otherwise.

S. Reinert

Somers, Karen M

From: nicole retzena 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 4:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol ciggs

i just wanted to say i think it is ridiculous to have the thought of banning menthol cigaretts! i think by 
now all of us who smoke menthol or any type of cigarette know the risks already and still choose to 
smoke them. i think its  to just try an eliminate only menthol cigaretts. if your going to ban 
menthol you may as well ban all cigaretts they all do the same thing. we are adults and make our own 
decisons to smoke what we want

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 4:01 PM
To: TPSAC

I've been smoking newport for awhile now,n now u want to take dem off the market.its 
nothing like smoking newport after a had days work.      Thank you maurice
Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T
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Somers, Karen M

From: Joe Boinski 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 3:59 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Keep menthol cigarettes legal!

I bvote to not ban anything,let the buyer choose for once. It is our right as Americans.

Somers, Karen M

From: Valerie Booker 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 3:49 PM
To: TPSAC
Cc:
Subject: somking

To whom it may concern;  you need to let people be and do as they wish, they know that 
smoking cigarettes is bad for their health and if they wish to do so, then mind your own 
business.  It’s their happy spot so let them enjoy and do what you enjoy.

      

Somers, Karen M

From: michelle thomas 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 3:41 PM
To: TPSAC
Cc:
Subject: Ban on menthol cigarettes

Attachments:

Hello my name is Michelle Thomas McArthur and I am writting in regards to a letter I received that about 
restricting or banning all menthol cigarettes.  I am asking you to not ban or restict.  My brand of choice is 
the menthol.  It is a fresh taste and this is what I prefer.  I don't think that targeting the menthol 
cigarettes is a wise decision.  I am speaking for all other smokers that prefer mentol than non menthol.  
The taste is just not the same.  I have tried it and it just doesn't appeal to me.  Thank you for reading my 
email and again please do not restrict or ban menthol cigarettes.                                                         
    Thank you, Michelle Thomas McArthur
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Somers, Karen M

From: Dustin Reed 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 3:38 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: We smoke menthol!! And love it!

I believe that banning menthol cigarettes will only create another black market 
millionaire just like Mexican drug cartels! If California can legally smoke marijuana I 
think we should be able to smoke LEGAL cigarettes! The government does not ban a certain 
kind of beer because of the way it tastes? So why menthol cigarettes? And alcohol KILLS 
innocent people every day in DUI's and liver cancer! So please let us choose what we like 
to smoke!

Dustin Reed 
A smoker of menthol for 11 years!         

Somers, Karen M

From: Kristen Stanley 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 3:35 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban on menthol 

I think that people should be able to make the choice themselves as to weather or not they want to 
smoke a menthol cigarette. Just as people make their own decisions as to weather or not they want 
to have a drink after work, keep their home clean, or any other number of things that happen in day to 
day life. Alcohol consumption have been proven to be bad for your health as well as smoking and I 
see no ban on that. Honestly what it all boils down to is that from person to person the choice should 
be their own. Unless we are talking about banning everything in this country that can cause health 
problems why single out this one thing?

Somers, Karen M

From: william davis 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 3:18 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Proposed ban on menthol cigarettes

This is probably the most outrageous thing I've ever heard. Why this sudden 
interest in menthol cigarettes? It's my right as an AMERICAN to be able to smoke 
the kind of cigarettes that I choose. 
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Somers, Karen M

From: Sandy Fox 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 3:15 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

Attachments:

Click Me!
I as an American and a free country (so they say) I would still like the option to smoke Menthol 
cigarettes if I choose to. Let the people choose their own, not you or the gov.                Thank You 
Very Very much. 
                                                     Sandy
 
FREE Animations for your email - by IncrediMail! Click Here!

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 3:11 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: save menthol cigarettes

I have been a menthol cigarette smoker for a very long time. And I feel that as a smoker it is my choice to smoke menthol 
cigarettes and not let the FDA make a decision for me...
 
Thank you a menthol smoker.
Jasmine Gonzalez

Somers, Karen M

From: Antonia Baker 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 3:07 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: newport

Dear scientist, Newport cigarettes in the soft pack is the only brand I smoke.  My grandmother 
smoked menthol for 66 years and still didn't die from cigarettes but of old age, she live to be 90 years 
old.  Please dont take Newport away and if you deem the need to, then you should ban all cigarettes.
 
                                                                                                                                                                
                          Sincerly, concorned costomer
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Somers, Karen M

From: Lawrence Walker 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 3:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: POSSIBLE BAN OF MENTHOL CIGARETTES

I AM WRITING THIS TO VOICE MY OPINION THAT AS A SMOKER (AND REGISTERED VOTER) I FEEL THAT A 
PERSON SHOULD HAVE THE RIGHT TO PURCHASE (AND SMOKE) ANY TYPE OF CIGARETTE THAT THEY 
CHOOSE TO (AS LONG AS THEY DO IT LEGALLY).

Somers, Karen M

From: Karen Murphy 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 2:47 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Don't Ban Methol Cigs.

That is the problem now, the government likes to meddle in grown folks business too much.  If menthol is so bad, why not 
just ban all cigarettes.
 
Karen E. Murphy
Database & Data Processing Manager
United Way of Essex and West Hudson
303-9 Washington Street, 2nd Floor
Newark, NJ  07102
Tel.   973-854-2266/ 973-624-8300 ext. 266
Fax.  973-242-6726

 
GIVE...ADVOCATE...VOLUNTEER...
LIVE UNITED
 
WWW.UNITEDWAYESSEX.ORG
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 2:44 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Newport menthol cigarettes 

hi ,my name is jessica and I would like to say that I hope you find Great scientific 
evidence to ban cigarettes because if you take them away I wouldn't have to worry about my
mother paying the tobacco company to send her to her death bed one day if she don't stop 
but if you take it then I wouldnt  have to share the same problem other families have and 
that's losing a love one! So please take all the non and menthol products the FDA can 
take. That's why the FDA is in place to help save lives. Sometimes the personal choice 
isn't so personal anymore! 

Sent from my Nokia phone

Somers, Karen M

From: holly 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 2:42 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: PLEASE STOP THE  BANNING  of menthol cigarettes

  To Scientiist's involved in study,
 
 
  Please do not ban menthol cigarettes, we who smoke should have the right to  smoke  menthol 
cigarettes, this is suppose to be a free country and if you guys can say you cannot smoke menthol 
cigarettes anymore after all these years, it is not fair that is like so wrong.
 
 
Sincerily, 
Holly Swartz

Somers, Karen M

From: Kristina Taylor
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 2:35 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: what???

i believe it to be illogical and quite frankly insulting that you would take menthol cigarettes of the 
shelves. Who are you to tell me what i want? It is my constitutional right to choose what i want to 
smoke. Cigarettes are bad for you. Everybody knows that, so why are you trying to be my parent? 
You don't tell me what i want. I do. I smoke Newport 100's in a box. That is what i want to smoke. 
Thank you for your time. Kristina Taylor
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Somers, Karen M

From: Kayla Stewart 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 2:34 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Fighting for the RIGHT to smoke what we want!!!!

ATTN: To: caryn cohen, m.s
center for tobacco produts
Food and Drug Administration

     I am a proud smoker of Lorillard Tobacco Companys , Newport cigarettes. I have 
recently recieved news that the recommendation was being made to stop the production of 
menthol cigarettes. I just wanted to take a moment to voice my views on this subject. 
Although menthol  ciggarettes could have harsher effects on the body, than just basic or 
so called lights. There all equally toxic to the body. i think that toxians form motor 
vechiles are equally toxic so if we can prove that methol cigarettes are toxic and we can 
ban them. i think we should also ban manufacturing, the operation of motor vechiles..  now
see how silly that sounds! the world cant stop just because someone has a problem fixing 
one problem isnt gonna fix the world. there are more important issues to be addressed. 
thank you

Somers, Karen M

From: Kathy Evers 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 2:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: The ban of menthol

To whom it may concern,   Hello i'm writing you to say i am a menthol smoker. I do not 
smoke non menthol cigarettes, and i would not want that decision forced on me. What about 
my freedom of choice. I wonder now what will happen if you take the freedom of this choice
away what is next. If you could send me the survey so i can voice my opinion and help this
matter. Thank you.
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Somers, Karen M

From: matt charles 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 2:28 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Please do not ban menthol cigarettes.

I've recently read that the FDA is considering a ban on all menthol cigarettes.  As a smoker of 
menthol cigarettes [Newport], I am totally against this ban.  To my knowledge, there is no evidence 
that menthol is harmful.  Please make sure that your study is based soley on a scientific basis, and 
not on politics.  I believe that people have a right to make a personal choice to use any legal product 
we want.
 
Sincerely,
Matthew Charles

 
 

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 2:09 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: (no subject)

Since my choice is to smoke I believe I should have the right to smoke what I want. Banning menthol cigaretts is not going to make a 
significant difference is the number of smokers.
 
Although I appreciate you looking out for my health it is still my choice.
Thank You

Somers, Karen M

From: Kari Hainz 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 2:07 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

Hello. I don't know how many people have written you. I just received notice that the FDA wants to 
pull menthol items off the shelves. I myself am not a smoker but I don't understand why this should be 
done. I live in  and up here the state wide law is no smoking in any public place, anywhere. 
Isn't that good enough? I see no problem in letting people have the right to smoke whatever brand or 
flavor they want. I'm rather confused on the entire concept. For the sake of all smokers, please let 
them continue to process menthol cigarettes. Thank you.
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Somers, Karen M

From: amber reynolds 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 2:05 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Fighting for my right

To whom it may concern,
                                  Hello, my name is Amber, I have been smoking Newports since I was 18 years 
old, I am now 26 years old. For 8 years I have only smoked one brand, Newport. I don't think it's fair 
that the FDA is trying to take away our rights to smoke the kind of cigarettes we want. Why should 
they be able to?? They shouldn't. I thought America was a free country, and what about our freedom 
to choose what we do? I don't want to change my cigarette brand, ever.... We know the 
consequences of what will happen when we smoke, and that menthol cigarette's are worse for you 
than non-menthol. Let me be the one to make the decision on what I choose to smoke.

Thank-You
Amber Monroe

Somers, Karen M

From: Cihlar, Pat L. 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 1:58 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Attachments:

 

I was asked to write and tell you how I feel about your attempts to ban menthol cigarettes. I am a 
smoker and I smoke menthol cigarettes but I would love to see all of those stinking, disgusting, death 
trap sticks gone.  I hate them filthy   I’ve tried gum, Commit lozenges, patches, chantix, and 
mental resistance, but nothing has worked.  I recently had a heart attack but I still can’t put those 
nasty  down.  Banning wouldn’t help either because so many people still like smoking and 
would find a way to smoke cigarettes the same way they do with drugs and alcohol.  Charging more 
for cigarettes hasn’t stopped anything either.  Personally, I believe that every time the price of 
cigarettes rises, the tobacco companies add another addictive ingredient to their “formula” to offset 
the loss of those who can’t afford the habit at a higher price.

 

To ban any cigarettes is only hurting the addicted smoker not the companies that make them.  If you 
ban menthol, I, unfortunately, will smoke a non-menthol brand as will so many others.  If I had to stop 
cold turkey, it wouldn’t be a good thing for me or for many others.  Yes, you can have my support to 
ban menthol cigarettes,  all cigarettes  just find a way to help the smoker quit first.  
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 1:52 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthol....What?

To Whom It May Concern:  I am a menthol smoker and have been for many years now. My health is GREAT!!! I do not 
believe in this banning of menthol cigarettes. They can't be any worse for you than regular ones. I believe it is my right to 
smoke and choose menthol. We, as Americans have the choice to use any legal products our little hearts desire......It's 
the American Way!!! Thank you.
                                                                                                                        Sincerely, Carla S. Capovilla

Somers, Karen M

From: Norman Garrick 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 1:49 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Fwd: "THE RIGHT TO SMOKE WHAT YOU WANT"

-----Original Message-----
From: Norman Garrick
To: TPSCA@fda.hhs.gov
Sent: Tue, Feb 1, 2011 1:34 pm
Subject: "THE RIGHT TO SMOKE WHAT YOU WANT"

I'VE HEARD ABOUT A NEW LAW THAT ALLOWS THE U. S. FOOD & DRUG ADMINISTRATION(FDA) TO CONSIDER 
RESTRICTING OR BANNING ALL MENTHOL CIGARETTES. I DO NOT FEEL IT IS RIGHT THAT MENTHOL 
CIGARETTES SHOULD BE TREATED ANY DIFFERENTLY THAN NON-METHOL CIGARETTES EVEN IF YOUR(FDA) 
PANEL OF SCIENTIST SHOULD FIND A SCIENTIFIC BASIS FOR BANNING MENTHOL CIGARETTES!!! I FEEL IT IS 
MY RIGHT AS AN AMERICAN TO MAKE A PERSONAL CHOICE TO USE ANY LEGAL PRODUCT...BANNING 
MENTHOL CIGARETTES WOULD CONSTITUTE A VIOLATION OF MY "FREEDOM OF CHOICE"!!!
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Somers, Karen M

From: Andrew Stoyanov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 1:46 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: smoking ban response

Dear scientists,   My name is Andrew Stoyanov, and I am an 11-year smoker.  I have only smoked 
Newports my entire life and absolutely cannot stand the taste of any other cigarette besides them.  I 
live in  and recently we had an indoor smoking ban approved for the entire 
county.  There have been nothing but grumbling complaints about it, and many businesses that I 
know of have suffered because of the ban.  Anyways, the banning of menthol cigarettes would benefit 
nobody, and you need to make sure that another mistake like the one in my hometown doesn't 
happen.  I'm sure you are just wasting taxpayers dollars by doing this study, and you are probably 
going to find that there is nothing wrong with menthol cigarettes.  What we smoke is our choice, 
DON'T TAKE THAT AWAY FROM US!!!!!!!!!!!  This is pure right-wing bureaucratic  that you hear 
about in the news all the time, and I cannot believe that you are trying to pull some stupid stunt like 
this.  I may not know much about government or big business or anything like that, but I know that if 
you do somehow enforce a ban on menthol cigarettes the uproar will be a lot louder than you 
expected, you can guarantee that.  If you read this e-mail thank you for your time, and I really hope 
that you make the right decision here, you will be hurting the wrong people if you don't.

Somers, Karen M

From: Stephanie paden 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 1:35 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban of Menthol Cigarettes

First off, let me start by saying that I am 28 years old and have smoked since 1995. My normal 
cigarettes have always been menthol. I was well aware of the risks <CLAIMED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT> before I began smoking.
 
Second, my family has a history of cancer, heart disease, and respiratory disease. My Mother died in 
1993, at the age of 41 from lung cancer. One year prior to her death, her Mother died at 65 years 
old from breast cancer. Three years prior to her death, my Mother's Sister died from metastasized 
cancer all through her body at 40/41 years of age. Also, though I am unsure of the year of death or 
age at death, my Great Grandmother died from some type of cancer. My Aunt has also been 
hospitalized on numerous occasions in critical condition due to respiratory disease.  So there you 
have 4 deaths caused by cancer on one side of the family. On my Father's side, his Mother died in 
her 50's from a massive heart attack and her Son died in his 50's, from a massive heart attack 
caused ultimately due to brain cancer. My Cousin on my Father's side also had a brain tumor 
removed in her teens, which was not cancerous. 
 
FACT IS: We all have to die from something sooner or later! Maybe smoking does speed up the 
process, but maybe not??? It is up to each individual to decide how to take care of themselves. Am I 
worried about the medical care I might need later in life? NO - LET THE GOVERNMENT FOOT THE 
BILL!!! After all, they don't mind taking all of our hard earned money in taxes. To each his own and 
the government needs to keep they're hands out of a lot of things, including tobacco! You want to 
curb smoking? Here's the solution - give people who work hard for their money a generous tax break 
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each year they are smoke free! How about a generous initial tax break for the year for people who 
quit smoking? Watch cigarette sales drop quickly. Fact is, smoking is one of the few luxury's 
WORKING people have, due to the ammount of taxes they have to pay in. Quit making them pay for 
other people's medical needs through taxes and reward them for trying to stay healthy! 
 
So with this being said, the idea of banning MENTHOL or ANY kind of tobacco needs to STOP 
IMMEDIATELY!
 
Thank You for Your Time and Concern In This Matter,
Stephanie Lentz
 

Somers, Karen M

From: Kristina 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 1:31 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: To whom it may concern

Hi my name is Kristina I feel that if a person chooses to smoke they have every right to 
choose what brand of ciggerettes they want to smoke. By banding menthol ciggerettes it is 
not going to help people stop smoking it is just goin to have people smoke more. I am a 
menthol smoker and when I smoke a nonmenthol ciggerette I have to smoke at least 2 in a 
row of non menthol so it really makes me smoke more. Ciggerettes are ciggerettes and if a 
person wants to smoke they are going to smoke just like alcohol or drug abuse if a person 
wants to do it they are going to do it. People have rights and it is not right for you 
people to band menthol ciggerettes it is doing absolutly nothing for smokers. So make a 
wise decision befor doing something that makes absolutly no sense. Decisions should be 
more focused on more serious items not menthol ciggerettes its a waiste of valuable time.. 
Thank You,
Kristina Rivera��(�������h~�Z�������XZ��^m�-�����-y�b�v�����i����\��� �

Somers, Karen M

From: Paul Twardzik 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 1:27 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigaretts

I smoke menthol and think people should b able to smoke any brand they choose. 
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 1:25 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: don't banned  menthols ciggarettes

To Whom It May Concern:

I am currently am a smoker that smokes Newport cigarettes. It is the only brand I smoke. 
I don't think that banning menthol cigarettes will be a solution to anything, 
I feel it's my Constitutional Rights as a Human to chose what I wont to smoke menthol cigarette's, 
I don't think my right nor my privileges should be taken away.
I would like to have a discussions on my feelings of the (FDA) banning menthol cigarette's.
and banning Menthol which seems to make cigarettes less harsh on the throat is an infringement of
my right to do what I want with my body. Our forefathers made sure to note that we are all born with god given inalienable 
rights and not rights given by a government. 
I strongly urge whom ever this reaches in response to the FDA ability to restrict or deny me the right to smoke menthol 
cigarrettes if I choose. I'm aware of the health, I think there are far more important things 
to focus on in the world so you should try using my tax dollars for a WORTHY cause
that they think is not good for us.
Again By banning menthol you should also have to ban all tobacco Products period. 
As well as alcohol being more dangerously out of control with its consumption. 
Just do us all a favor and quit trying to dictate how we should all choose. 
That's why its called free will! It is purely a choice and should not be treated, taxed, or regulated 
any different, from any other cigarette, As a tax paying patriotic American citizen I highly protest 
this unwarranted action. Each passing day, I wonder if we are really a free America.
Every time we turn around, the government want to ban something they think 
is best for us like alcohol ( moonshine liquid still's ) back in the day it was illegal 
and against the law to produce an manufacture, 
but again the government put guided line's to fit them selves even in today 2011 
They are they an still sailing it in the store's an it's an taxing it as well,  
And our children are still dyeing form alcohol prison, 
an they are still being killed from people driving around drunk,
Government (FDA) personal .... why aren't the liquor store close,    
And another thing if the government and it's governing bodies are SO concerned with my health, 
Then please explain why the ozone layer in just about non-existant, ...
why are our fruits and vegetables being doused with pesticides....... 
how you can allow insurance companies to rule out pre-existing conditions and other major 
medical issues that have nothing to do with smoking, 
And besides if the FDA is so concerned with OUR safety, why do I keep hearing 
about recalls on foods that the FDA is suppose to govern over. 
I enjoy smoking menthol Newport's cigarettes
I pay for my cigarettes out of the hard earned money I work for everyday. 
Just let us, as Americans, have just a little freedom
I therefore urge those who wield the power of this decision to practice restrain in limiting my legal rights.
I Thank you for letting allowing me voice my own opinion in the unwrongful act that you the ( FDA) Government is trying to 
impose on us as united citizen, of this great nation.
Please make an honest recommendations to the FDA based off of science.
Again I oppose you banning menthol cigarettes.
 
Sincerely,
Newport's loyal customer Mrs, Judy Hankins
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Somers, Karen M

From: Lisa Brady 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 1:12 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Opposed

Why is it that the cigarette taxes go up and up and up.... but the alcohol taxes stay down? Honestly 
when was the last time someone caused a car accident killing someone or killing whole families while 
smoking a cigarette? How about how the fact that EVERY second someone dies from a drunk driver! 
When was the last time someone was beligerant from smoking a cigerette, or arrested for disorderly 
conduct while smoking? Or arrested for being so drunk ona cigarette that they  in an alley or 
broke into a convenience store? And how come we smokers cant have our cigarettes, but alcoholics 
can have their alcohol and get psorosis of the liver and then beg to have transplants and actually get 
them!?!? If we choose to smoke, why is it that someone else can take that right away? What 
happened to LIVING IN A FREE AMERICA? I understand not smoking in public.... that doesnt bother 
me. Its the fact that the prices get jacked up for tobacco but not alcohol.  And now you want to take 
menthol cigarettes away too? What the heck? So much for freedoms that arent free and choices we 
no longer get to make for OURSELVES. Next your gonna want us to pay you to even have a thought.

Somers, Karen M

From: Donna Chamness 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 12:57 PM
To: TPSAC

I think you all should let me smoke menthol cigarettes if I want to. Cigarettes are legal to me as I am 
29 years old, and do not need you all telling me I have to smoke full flavor or lights just because you 
do not like the idea they are menthol. There is no additional danger to my health by smoking menthol 
instead of the other two options, and the whole idea of limiting what I can smoke is ridiculous. You let 
people smoke flavored cigars, and that is a choice they make, but it is time you all took a break from 
trying to control everything in our personal choices. If you think that by banning menthol cigarettes will 
make those smokers quit smoking, your wrong, we will just eat peppermint while smoking. Smoking 
alone is a health risk, and we all know this, but it is completely legal, so we do not need you all 
banning something that is legal, as this is just a violation of our personal rights. We are not a 
communist country and we have the right to make our own decisions, and you all need to respect 
that.

 

Donna Chamness

 

(b) (6)

In 
accor

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

In accordance with 21 CFR 20.10, the above word has been deleted.

(b) (6)



97

Somers, Karen M

From: Bill Noorlag 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 12:56 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthols

Attention: Caryn Cohen, MS
 
It never ceases to amaze me the things that our government does.
For my money, this whole movement is absolutely stupid.  Do any of you people 
have any idea of what a messed up miserable world we live in, and then you people 
mess with this idea.
 
Next thing you know, you people will want to take sugar out of our cookies and salt 
from our french fries...time for you to find something constructive to do.
 
Hopefully, there is still enough time in "your life" that you could make a positive 
contribution to society outside of your political
ambitions.  Basically, it time for you people to get a life!
 
William Nora, III
 

                2 1 11
 
"Happy Ground Hog Day" - Hey, that's something you could get involved in, and put 
the kiss of death on that event too!  

Somers, Karen M

From: Amanda Brown 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 12:50 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

Hello. My name is Amanda Brown and I have been a loyal smoker of Newport King cigarettes for the 
last 11 years. I just received notice that there's a chance all menthol cigarettes will be banned. I just 
don't understand it. The price has been raised along with taxes to buy them. Can the government not 
leave us be to enjoy what we want to enjoy??? At the same time it's still no big deal for people to buy 
liquor and beer. Is there gonna be a decrease in the amount of alcohol? Of course not, we, as 
menthol cigarette smokers are being targeted. It's ridiculous. Many more people die from drunk 
drivers than from "menthol cigarette smoking". I'm livid about this. My opinion is leave us to smoke 
what we want to smoke & allow menthol cigarettes to be made & dispersed! 

Thanks,

~*Amanda Renee Brown*~
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Somers, Karen M

From: Mo Gairdo 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 12:49 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: opinion on banning menthol cigarettes

I received notice today on the research being preformed on menthol cigarettes.  As a long 
time newport smoker its safe to say menthol or not all cigarettes
have the same ending effect; may cause lung cancer, cancer, and fetal injury towards 
pregnant woman.. menthol is a choice in taste, if a ban is put on menthol cigarette 
products then it should be put on all different cigarette taste products, so every 
cigarette out there.  Cigarettes are harmful and i understand that but now the FDA is 
trying to choose for the public which brand, flavor we can use to kill ourselves?? 
Speaking for cigarette smokers, we take it as a pleasure over all scientific research of 
harmful ingredients cigarettes contain. Please leave our choice alone.... 

                                    Sincerely,
                                     A Newport menthol                                    
smoker

Somers, Karen M

From: bronxites rosa 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 12:47 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: dont ban menthol cigerettes

Attachments:

Angry smileim writing to whom it may concern  why do the government want to ban menthol 
cigarettes don’t citizens have a choice to smoke whAT EVER BRAND OF CIGARETTES WE CHOSE 
I FEEL ITS NOT THANK YOU RIGHT AND WE CITIZENS HAVE RIGHTS WHY DO YOU WANT TO 
TAKE OUR RIGHTS FROM US

Somers, Karen M

From: Michael Abfalder 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 11:11 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol in cigarettes

To whom it may concern;
 
I am very unhappy about this end around approach using menthol use
in ciggarettes to get more people to quit smoking. It reminds me of anti-
gun advocates and their tactics.
I am against any ban on menthol use in ciggarettes.
 
Thanx,
Michael Abfalder
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Somers, Karen M

From: jason berry  
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 12:16 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

Please let our menthol cigarettes continue to be made and sold...
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry

Somers, Karen M

From: Shana Garcia 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 12:15 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Conversation with Shana Garcia

im am writing to say this is a free country since when should the fda/government have the right to 
decide what us tax payers do legally in our spare time? it is "my" choice what i do or dont use as long 
as it is legal. how many people smoke and drive and kill people? none. but i see no one trying to ban 
liquor or beer. i dont understand what is the difference between full flavor or menthol? and whos right 
is it to say what flavor of cigarette we buy or smoke? it is my right to say what does or doesn't go into 
"my" body not yours or anyone elses! 

thank you
Shana, 

Somers, Karen M

From: Mike Luktisch 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 12:00 PM
To: TPSAC

do not ban menthol
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Somers, Karen M

From: Jan Vanderhoff 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 11:58 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes...

FDA personal,

 

Just writing to you to let you know my feelings on banning Menthol cigarettes. Americans have a right 
to make a personal choice and I would suggest not banning Menthol cigarettes.

 

                                                    Thank you in advance,

 

                                                                     Jan Vanderhoff

                                                                     

                                                                     

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 11:55 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning menthol!?!?!?

I vote no on this ban!!! Do u honestly think banning menthol will diminish the number of 
younger smokers? You are wrong! This is just another way to push people to get what they 
want. NO BAN ON MENTHOL!!!! 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



101

Somers, Karen M

From: daniel thrilla 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 11:44 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol  ban   VERY IMPORTANT

 all cigarettes can kill you not just menthols  you guys are wrong for trying to ban cigarettes  plus the 
government makes good money off of them.... you are taking AMERICANS freedom away .  people 
make the choice to smoke no one forces them.... OBVIOUSLY  YOU GOT YOUR DEGREE AT A 

 SCHOOL ....fake scientists   MENTHOLS FOR LIFE  you can ban what is great   Thrills and 
hazey love the newports and we are great musical artists it drives us  
 LATER so called scientists 

Somers, Karen M

From: Jen Harrison 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 11:39 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol 

I would like to take a moment to express my personal opinion on menthol cigarettes. I 
think that since there are people on the street buying illegal and illicit products, that 
we Americans should be able to indulge in a legal menthol cigarette. They are as harmful 
as non menthol, and should be just as legal. I really don't see the difference in having a
mint taste to your cigarette. I know they're bad for me either way. And if this is because
you think that it will decrease cigarette related deaths and tobacco profits your wrong. 
We will just unhappily smoke our non menthols. And unfortunately some will fabricate it 
and make money the government could be using to decrease our deficit. And they will use 
that money to peddle theyre knockoff newports to every crooked mini mart in the US. Please
make the right choice.

Sent from my iPhone

Somers, Karen M

From: Elizabeth Bohannon 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 10:45 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarette Issues

I have been smoking Newports for over 10 years.They are menthol. I have tried 
other brands/types but I personally prefer  menthol. I don't see any harm 
menthol would cause compared  to the non-menthol types. I have read all the 
topics on this  debate and agree with the fact that if menthol cigarettes are 
banned  then it will increase illegal cigarette sales. People are taking the  
issue way too far. Take this for an example...say you want to go have a  drink, 
well a bottle of liquor is going to taste different than a beer. So does that 
mean they are different and should be  banned? I mean come on people. If 
everything starts getting banned it's going to be prohibition all over again. We 
have a freedom to choose. Some people may say "your killing yourself" well guess 
what every time someone enlists in the service they are pretty much saying if it 
comes down to it I will give my life. It's their choice. I am a veteran and damn 
it I earned my freedom to choose what I want to do, eat, say, drink, and yes 
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smoke. It is my choice. My FREE CHOICE.

Michelle Bohannon

      

Somers, Karen M

From: Elizabeth Allen 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 10:39 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

I have been smoking Newports, which are menthol cigarettes for the past 10 years. Yes I have tried 
other brands/types but I personally prefer menthol. I do not see any additional harm menthol would 
cause compared to the non-menthol types. I have read all the subject topics on this debate and agree 
with the fact that if menthol cigarettes are banned then it will increase illegal cigarette sales. People 
are taking the issue way too far. Take this for an example...say you want to go have a drink, well a 
bottle of 100 proof liquor is going to be stronger than a bottle of say 20 proof. So does that mean it's 
worse and should be banned? I mean come on people. Everyone is so concerned stupid things that 
should be a personal choice by individual.

-- 
Thank you!

Elizabeth M Allen

Somers, Karen M

From: Frazier, Patty 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 10:38 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning all menthol cigarettes

To whom it may concern,

 

 

I’m writing you in response about this very important issue. The banning of all menthol cigarettes 
violates my right to enjoy flavor of my choice.

I believe that all Americans have a right to make a personal decision to use any legal product. Please 
reconsider any decision that will take away my civil rights.
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Sincerely,

 

Patty Frazier

Somers, Karen M

From: alynda leak  
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 10:35 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: My opinion counts

Hi, I'm a faithful newport menthol smoker...I feel as though it would not be fair to ban 
menthol cigarettes. I have a right to smoke what i want. If they ban menthol, they might 
as well ban smoking all together. Its not fair to have a non menthol smokers smoking, and 
not the menthol smokers. Whats up wit rights to smoke?  

Somers, Karen M

From: Rachel Decker 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 10:25 AM
To: TPSAC

I think as American we have a right to choose to make a personal choice to use any legal product. If 
you were to band menthol ciggaretts then you should band non-menthol ciggaretts as well!

Somers, Karen M

From: Cathy Jones 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 10:16 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

I am voting to keep menthol cigarettes.
 
My cigarette of choice are Newports.
 
Thank you,
Cleveland Bodie
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Somers, Karen M

From: Denise 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 10:25 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

Hello. I want to let you know that I do not approve of any government  
involvement in regards to my choice to smoke menthol cigarettes. It's  
bad enough that you tell me where I can smoke them and now you want to  
tell me which kind I can smoke?! This is suppose to be a free America  
but it seems like it is becoming more & more like a communist country.  
You can not nor should you try to control the American people. More &  
more of our freedoms are being taken away from us everyday. I, quite  
frankly am tired of it, and I know a lot of others who are as well.

Thank you for your time,
Denise Beahm-Langkam

Somers, Karen M

From: crystal boney 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 8:30 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

I was recently informed that the FDA is considering restricting or banning all menthol cigarettes. I am 
contacting you because I feel it is a choice of an individual to smoke what they want. If we spend our 
hard earned money on a pack of cigarettes then we should be able to smoke what ever we feel. 
Banning menthol cigarettes is not going to make a difference in your studies. I personally have 
smoked ONLY menthol cigarettes for as long as I can remember and I feel this is a decision I made 
and if I chose to continue to smoke menthol I should have that right. It seems as if everyone in 
today's world is trying to make choices for others instead of offering options as it has been. I am only 
one voice, but I hope I am heard.
 
Crystal Boney
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 7:20 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: (no subject)

I am writing in regards to the restricting or banning of menthol in cigarettes.  First and 
foremost while I consider this to be a risk behavior I see it no different then many risk 
behaviors that are condoned and not restricted by the government.  For example there are 
states in which motorcycle riders do not have to wear helmets that screams as a much larger 
issue then having menthol in cigarettes.  Then there is alcohol for which there is so many 
devastating impacts from its usage they are too numerous to count here but is alcohol banned 
in public places.
 
Smoking has been restricted in all public places so the issue of second hand smoke can no 
longer be the argument.   But what I find even more deplorable on the governments part is 
while they do everything they can to take cigarette smokers rights away from them they 
collect taxes on every package sold in this country doesn't that make the government a 
hypocrite and a whoremaster.
 
You no more have the right to tell me what I am as an adult allowed to choose as my risk 
factors as long as I hurt nobody but myself...this government has far larger problems then 
whether menthol should be restricted or banned in cigarettes and I see this study as just 
another way to waste the tax payers money and for you all to keep your way to high salaries 
and cost of living increases and extremely excellent health benefits...how about doing 
something about the many children in this country who are not vaccinated because their 
families can not afford to pay for this ....and how about you make sure they have food in their 
stomachs and a roof over their head and are raised in a healthy environment before you tell 
me you are acting in my best interest by telling me what my risk factors should be.
 
Susan D. Whiteman

Somers, Karen M

From: tammy terracino 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 5:40 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

I have a legal right to smoke and smoke menthol if i want.  go after the drunks and the four logos. they are the problem. i 
want to smoke & smoke menthols.....
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Somers, Karen M

From: Kathy Stine 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 5:14 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Taking away menthol cigarettes

Stop!  Stop! Getting involved with our rights to have & choose our own chose of pleasures! If we 
choose to take the risk to smoke menthol that's our right! Just like getting into a vehicle we take a risk 
of someone hitting us & even killing us but that's the risk WE CHOSE! That's our right an choose we 
a supposedly  able to make YOUR GETTING LIKE HITLER! STAY OUT OF OUR CHOICES!

.

Somers, Karen M

From: Judy Krug 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 5:05 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: right to personal choice regarding methol cigarettes

It has reported that your agency in studying the effects of menthol cigarettes and whether you should 
ban the sale of them.  I would like to keep my right to smoke a legal menthol product and my absolute 
right to make that choice.

It is unfortunate that this government has allowed cigarettes for so many years.  Now that it has done 
so, I find it utterly senseless to try and limit the flavor of the cigarette.  To date, there does not seem 
to be any evidence that the menthol flavor is any more harmful than the non-menthol.  Therefore, I 
strongly believe my personal choice should be left as just that.

Sincerely,
Judy Krug

Judy http://us.i1.yimg.com/us.yimg.com/i/mesg/tsmileys2/18.gif
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 4:22 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: (no subject)

SMOKERS CHOICE I SMOKE MENTHOL I GUESS I'LL HAVE TO GIVE UP SMOKING ALL TOGETHER PLEASE DO 
NOT BAN MENTHOL ITS BEEN ON THE MARKET FOR YEARS WHY NOW???????????????       Proud smoker of 
menthol cigarettes please do not make menthol illegal you have menthol cough drops, Vicks has a menthol rub what 
about that you can"t  ban menthol and have other products that have it in it that's OK You would cause lost of job, which 
the economy is in bad shape now and cause demonstration because if one product is bad then so are all the rest.
                                                                    A CONCERN CITIZEN  (BC)

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 3:56 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

Hi   my name is Pamela Newton and I want you to allow me the right to smoke menthol cigarettes.   
thank you

 

Somers, Karen M

From: Fernando Oden 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 1:44 AM
To: TPSAC

Somers, Karen M

From: Sue Johnson 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 1:31 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Possible ban of menthol cigarettes

Personally, I am a non-menthol smoker and have been for 
26 years. I don't like the way menthol cigarettes taste or 
how they make my throat and mouth feel and taste, but 
that's just MY opinion.
 

I don't believe in or like abortions, either, but they are still 
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legal and happening every day in every city. But that's just 
MY opinion, too.
 

If someone can kill an unborn baby and it be fine, dandy 
AND legal, then someone should have the right - LEGALLY - 
to smoke a menthol cigarette if they want to. Regardless of 
what these scientists discover or find or whatever. IT'S 
ALL ABOUT A PERSONAL CHOICE -- AN INDIVIDUAL'S 
RIGHT TO CHOOSE. But THAT'S just my opinion, too.
 

Regards,
Sue Johnson

Somers, Karen M

From: Danah Godbold 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 12:55 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

Menthol cigarettes should not be treated any different from non- 
menthol cigarettes. Americans have a right to make a personal choice  
to use any legal product. There is no scientific basis for banning  
menthol cigarettes.
Thank You

Somers, Karen M

From: margo satterfield 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 12:40 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

Please do NOT do away with menthol cigarettes. That is all I smoke!!!! Since I got bronchitis back in 
2006 I have been smoking menthol. The reason I started then was because I was sick and normally 
smoked marlboro reds, it hurt worse to smoke them, the menthol cooled my throat (in a sense). 
Thanks.
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Somers, Karen M

From: d. defonzo 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 10:59 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: HALT TO NON-MENTHOL!

To whom this may concern,
   I have recently been notified that the FDA is in the decision of banning menthol cigarettes. I have 
been a 7 year smoker of menthol cigarettes and I am a big advocate of this ban. I've been wanting to 
quit because I understand the health risk I face everyday puffing on a menthol. i do believe that if the 
FDA approves this law that I would have a better chance in not only having a healthier life, but also 
will improve my financial situation. I do support this decision greatly. I hope this takes into affect 
March 2011.
Sincerely,
Ms. Defonzo

Somers, Karen M

From: steven walters 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 10:51 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: proposed ban on menthol

I have smoked mentholated cigarettes for over 30 years and wish to continue to do so. All this recent 
hype, prices and smoking bans also concerns me. I can only hope it will be another 30 years until a 
person is shot on sight of lighting up a cigarette.
 
yours truly,
 
Steven A. Walters

 

Somers, Karen M

From: Stormie Smith 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 10:36 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: My Menthol

All tobacco products are dangerous to the human body. this is a well known fact, yet we Americans 
still choose to use them daily. This is a CHOICE all of us user make. The CHOICE to use menthol 
should be ours as well. the government can't make all of our decisions for us. The government has 
already taken away numerour rights of the American people, don't take this away too. Sincerely, a 
menthol smoker.
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Somers, Karen M

From: Brianna Burkhart 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 10:29 PM
To: TPSAC; TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthol Cigarettes

To Whom This May Concern,
 
        Menthol cigarettes should not be banned because people who smoked cigarettes are adults, 
who have the right to make the decision to smoke menthol or non-menthol cigarettes. If studies show 
that menthol cigarettes are more harmful than non-menthol cigarettes & if the people who smoke 
them don't care, then why should the FDA? I am a menthol cigarette smoker. I smoke Newport 
menthols and I know that menthol cigarettes are more harmful than a non-menthol. I still make the 
decision to smoke a menthol cigarettes even though it is more harmful. I believe that it is my right to 
choose the type of cigarette I want to smoke.
 
 
    Thank you for your time,
 
Brianna

Somers, Karen M

From: pee dubb 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 10:22 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Fwd: Delivery Status Notification (Failure)

 

---------- F
From: "Mail Delivery Subsystem" 
Date: Jan 31, 2011 10:18 PM
Subject: Delivery Status Notification (Failure)
To: 

Delivery to the following recipient failed permanently:

    tpsac@fda.hhs.com.gov

Technical details of permanent failure:
DNS Error: Domain name not found

----- Original message -----

MIME-Version: 1.0
Received: by 10.229.184.7 with SMTP id ci7mr4788428qcb.241.1296530325294; Mon,
 31 Jan 2011 19:18:45 -0800 (PST)
Received: by 10.229.245.138 with HTTP; Mon, 31 Jan 2011 19:18:45 -0800 (PST)
Received: by 10.229.245.138 with HTTP; Mon, 31 Jan 2011 19:18:45 -0800 (PST)
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Date: Mon, 31 Jan 2011 22:18:45 -0500
Message-ID: <AANLkTi=
Subject: Mentbol products
From: pee dubb 
To: tpsac@fda.hhs.com.gov
Content-Type: multipart/alternative; boundary=00163628462c7ad066049b2ffdaf

I would like for the company the discontinuance of menthol products. Thank
you

Somers, Karen M

From: susan Nazarenus
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 10:12 PM
To: TPSAC

i am a menthol smoker i understand the danger of smoking but as an american citizen i believe i 
should have the right to make my own choices..please do not ban menthol cigarettes..there are 
MANY  different ways for a person to ruin their heath...so be it let it be their choice..thank you!

Somers, Karen M

From: davis nelson 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 10:10 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: My right to smoke what I want

Dear FDA,
        if I want to smoke menthol cigarettes it’s my personal choice, thankyou.

Somers, Karen M

From: Matt - JoAnna Hudson 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 10:07 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning The Menthol Cigarettes

My feelings for the potential banning of menthol cigarettes is unjust and uncause.It's my god givin 
american right under the amendment's today to smoke what I please to. Taking away my menthol 
cigarettes would be a violation of my amendment right's. To just bann menthol cigarettes would be 
like banning liqour over beer. Which makes no sense what so ever, but I guess like the new tax that's 
going to be held on candy and fat food's is just the government's way of slowly turning this country 
into a communism!
 
JoAnna Gail Hudson 
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Somers, Karen M

From: Joleen Dunn 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 10:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: my choice not urs

to whom it may concern,
    my name is joleen and i am 27yrs old and i live in . i am writing to u because u have 
know right to ban menthol cigarettes. It is our choice to not smoke menthol or not. Not yours.. Soon or 
later we wont be able to do anything in America . we wont even have a choice because all theses 
laws. we are gonna be prisoners in our own country. Just because u don't smoke and don't believe in 
smoking it is still our choice. We know all the bad stuff about cigarettes but it is still our choice to 
continue to smoke or not. i love my menthol cigarettes! to not have that choice to smoke menthol or 
not well lets just say i hate America and laws . America is supposed to be a free country but its really 
not. what about free will ? its law after law. one day we wont even get to go out of our houses. i know 
smoking is bad and it causes cancer and u can die. but it is my choice.. if u take away menthol 
cigarettes i bet u are gonna have war on your hands. people are gonna act out and no one is gonna 
listen to laws. so either way we are gonna prevail. here's a question why menthol what about regular 
cigarettes?. cigarettes are bad everyone knows it. But it is our CHOICE. Don't take away menthol.. 
we know the causes how menthol is worse than regular. DONT BAN MENTHOL CIGGARETTES

Somers, Karen M

From: ROBERT BETHEL 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 9:41 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

i have smoked menthol cigarettes for 37 years now. i would hope that i would continue to have a 
choice of if i continue to smoke cigarettes that i would at least have a choice of menthol or non 
menthol.  besides i have never smoked non menthol. that would be double discrimination against 
menthol smokers. would it not?  we have already been pushed away from socializing in the public

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 9:32 PM
To: TPSAC

 that menthol cigarettes are the best. If u ban menthol cigarettes u mine as well ban 
 all and booze cuz thts way woorse than cigs ban everything why don't u

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T
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Somers, Karen M

From: Rainy Mulholland 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 9:29 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: DO NOT BAN MENTHOL CIGARETTES!

Attachments:

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN-
 
I AM WRITING TO TELL YOU THAT I AM VEHEMENTLY OPPOSED TO BANNING MENTHOL 
CIGARETTES AND TAKING THEM OFF THE MARKET!  YOUR REASONING DOES NOT MAKE 
SENSE IN ANY STRETCH OF THE IMAGINATION!  I HAVE BEEN SMOKING ONLY MENTHOL IN 
ALL THE TIME I HAVE SMOKED!  YOU MUST RECONSIDER YOUR THOUGHT PROCESS 
AND ABANDON THE THOUGHT OF THIS BAN-PEOPLE WILL ONLY FIND A DIFFERENT WAY TO 
FIND WHAT THEY WANT AND IT WILL NOT HAVE ANY EFFECT ON UNDERAGE SMOKING.
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME-
A VERY UPSET MENTHOL SMOKER!
LORAINE R. MULHOLLAND 
FREE Animations for your email - by IncrediMail! Click Here!

Somers, Karen M

From: dawn sumner 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 12:24 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Newport Menthol Cigarettes

Please do not take menthol cigarettes off the market.  I have been smoking Newports for at least 28 
years.  I enjoy smoking them and they can calm my nerves.
 
Cigarettes were already banned from restaurants, beaches and other places.  We smokers have 
rights too.

Somers, Karen M

From: C.J. 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 9:11 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Re: menthol Cigarettes

I have smoked methol ever since I started smoking. I don't feel like it's hurting me anymore then the 
regular brand. I feel I don't get sick as much as a non menthol smoking does. Doctors say my lungs 
are fine. Not sure if it would hurt anyone else that is around me. But why ban the methol. Just plain 
stupid if you ask me. 
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Somers, Karen M

From: Darrian Peele 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 9:03 PM
To: TPSAC

Somers, Karen M

From: allen hardy
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 8:47 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthal

Do not do away with menthal cigs.

      

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 8:29 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Dont ban menthol

I want to continue to smoke menthol cigarettes!!!!!!  Dont take away a decision that i make as an adult to smoke and take 
away from the cigarettes that i enjoy smoking!!!!!
 
thank you
Kim Woodard
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Somers, Karen M

From: Jesus Michael MARTINEZ 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 8:24 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Do Not Ban Menthol Cigarettes

To whom it may concern:
 
I have read the research on menthol cigarettes and do not believe there is any scientific proof that 
menthol cigarettes are any more dangerous for me to smoke than non-menthol cigarettes.
 
Please do not ban menthol flavored cigarettes as it is my right to choose to smoke menthol 
flavored cigarretes.
 
Regards,
 

 

Jesus M. Martinez
 
 
 

Somers, Karen M

From: Neil Bowman 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 8:20 PM
To: TPSAC

To whom this may concern,

As a smoker of menthol cigarettes, I feel that this "research" that is being conducted, should be 
stopped. I am an adult and have a choice to smoke menthol if i want. 
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Somers, Karen M

From: Derek Singletary Sr. 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 8:04 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol products

I personally could'nt care less if our greedy  curupt government made another  dime, but I 
will tell yall fools that If you ban menthol cigarettes you will lose 90% of the african american 
populations cigarette business because I for one know that we(black,latino,&some caucasian people) 
dont care for full flavor cigarettes because "they have no flavor"! But go ahead & be stupid enough to 
ban menthol cigarettes,it'll be your loss,maybe then "I" can stop smoking all together" no Newports no 
business",then you wont have nothing to tax,&me and millions of other people can save our money,
 lol! 

Somers, Karen M

From: Bettie Smith 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 8:04 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning of Menthol Cigarettes

I am writing to voice my concerns regarding the potential banning of menthol cigarettes.  Menthol 
cigarettes are no more dangerous than non menthol cigarettes.    In my opinion, if this occurs, people 
that want to smoke will either switch to non menthol cigarettes or find an alternative choice of menthol 
cigarette on the black market.

 

Where does government interference stop:

 

Do we tell overweight people that we are going to ban chocolate candy as it is less healthy than non 
chocolate candy.

Do we tell citizens that believe we have the right to carry weapons that it is okay to do so as long as 
their weapon of choice is not loaded with hollow point bullets.

Do we tell diabetics that it will be mandated to wear electronic devices to measure their sugar levels 
which will be monitored by the FDA to insure that they are eating correctly.

 

I believe that the average citizen is saying enough is enough.
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Somers, Karen M

From: Walt Lopata 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 8:00 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Proposed Menthol Cigarette Ban

                    To Whom It May Concern...................
                     I am writing about the proposed ban on Menthol Cigarettes.   I am 
not a Cigarette Smoker; I choose to smoke Cigars.   My wife, June, who will be 68 
years old on February
the 1st, chooses to smoke Menthol Cigarettes, and has done so for many years.    
She smokes Menthols because she enjoys the taste.  I do not feel the Government 
has any business, or the right, to tell my wife or anyone else, for that matter, 
that they are not allowed to smoke a certain flavor of cigarette.
                                 Neither my wife or I drink alcohol, but we do not care who does, 
or what type or flavor they choose to drink.
Why should you, or anyone else be concerned about my wife's preferance in the 
taste of her cigarettes???
                                                                     Thank You
                                                                      Walt Lopata
                                                                      
                     

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 7:45 PM
To: TPSAC

I wish the fda will ban or restricting the cigarettes. I am so tired of smoking but it is 
so addictive and I wish someone would take the right away from. I pray to God that my 
children never pick up this nasty little killing habit. 

                          Thanks 
Sent on the Sprint® Now Network from my BlackBerry®
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Somers, Karen M

From: Tanisha Rodgers 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 7:36 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning menthol cigarettes

I don't understand why you are trying to ban menthol cigarattes. Are they any worse than nonmenthol 
cigarettes? I don't believe so, I think you're trying to ban menthol cigarettes because a majority of 
people that smoke them are african amercan!! Cigarettes are a choice that adults make freely. And 
we want a choice of what to smoke not being pushed into a choice because the powers that be feel 
that we shouldn't be allowed our cigarette preference.

Somers, Karen M

From: bunny yetsko 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 7:36 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Re;DO NOT BAN MY BRAND OF CIGARETTS,ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

I am tired of people telling me how to spend my hard earned money.Between the "fat tax" as we,the people refer to as 
and now the Blatant disregard for "OUR CHOICES",I sincerely hope that you do NOT attempt to tell me what I can 
smoke,let alone what type.What's next?Skydiving is off limits?I earned the funds to not only pay for MY products and 
make MY own choices but also to pay the funds for these ridiculous attempts to interfere with MY FREEDOM OF 
CHOICE.The people are sick and tired of funding the governments WHIMS and paying for their overpriced wages.We 
work hard for our money,"stay out of my business",their is plenty of ALCOHOL"  that needs to be investigated,such as 
100 proof that KILLS OUR CHILDREN.Their the ones who don't have a choice when they are on the road with drunk 
drivers.How about focusing on that for JUST A MINUTE.I'm beginning to think too many politicians enjoy such beverages 
to bring that kind of attention to it though.Prove me wrong,LIMIT ALCOHOL AMOUNTS PER BOTTLE.Thank you for your 
undesired concern.

Somers, Karen M

From: Brdkell 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 7:24 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning..This is worth reading...

I received a letter warning me that you at the FDA are considering banning menthol cigarettes now. This would be fine if 
the same consideration were going into completely banning artificial Trans Fat. Having stomach surgery from the war. I 
cannot process that stuff, matter of fact it causes extreme pain and vomiting when I accidentally eat it at a restaurant, so 
please ban that before the cigarettes. PLEASE. Now lets talk about what is costing us more then the cigarettes. How 
about just raising the cost of fat food for the extremely fat people. You ladies and gentlemen know how much these 
people are going to cost your children, more then second hand smoke is or going to do. One more thing about that 
second hand smoke banning, why have the FDA not banned the exhaust from the trucks in town. The long term damage 
that is doing just walking down the street is just crazy. Does the FDA really care about are health or does the FDA just 
bandwagon jump just to justify your jobs. I'm not saying this rudely, I' am honestly curious??????? One more thing, it is 
just not me thinking this way. I have noticed there is a lot of people just about fed up with what is going on. The average 
Americans are talking how we are truly leaderless now, since what is truly hurting us and our children keeps on persisting. 
How we figure that there is no leaders out there is, if the one in charge is worried about getting his money from the special 
interest groups, who is he really leading? The groups who is getting the money from, because it is not the mass 
population. This does make sense why the baby boomer generation is going down as the first Americans to care for the 
children less then any other generation before, also why we are less to make less then are fathers. So ban menthols 
cigarettes and still not truly care for our children. It will go down in history correct, so our grandchildren will laugh at us, 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



119

truly knowing that we where not a very smart generation at all. We cannot go down as the dark ages, but it would be 
funny to live long enough to see how we go down...

Somers, Karen M

From: Rochelle Anderson 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 7:20 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

I am a newport smoker and I am sending this email because i really don't understand why you want 
to ban menthol. We as smokers all ready know the results from smoking so why take away the only 
pleasure we have. There are alot of other things in this world that could use more attention than 
banning methol. This will not stop people from smoking it will make them smoke more because they 
are not getting the flavor from non menthols.
-- 
Rochelle Renee Anderson

Somers, Karen M

From: lopata june 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 7:20 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

               Hello:
               I am writing to you about you trying to stop menthol cigarettes.  I am a 68 
year old woman who chooses to smoke and I choose to smoke menthol.   Please do 
not try to tell me what I cannot smoke. I have been smoking menthol for many years 
and want to continue to do so. The guverment has plent to do without inter fering with 
my smoking choice.    Thank You
                                                                               June Lopata

      
 http://us.i1.yimg.com/us.yimg.com/i/mesg/tsmileys/n.gif
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> -- 
> Dorothy Hatsukami, Ph.D.
> Forster Family Professor in Cancer Prevention
> Professor of Psychiatry
> University of Minnesota
> Tobacco Use Research Center
> 717 Delaware St SE
> Minneapolis, MN  55414
> Phone: (612) 626-2121
> Fax: (612) 624-4610
> 

Somers, Karen M

From: Antonio Puente 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 7:18 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Stop the ban on Menthol cigarettes

To Anyone at the FDA who might read this l want to ask that you do not ban menthol cigarettes they 
are not more harmful than other forms of tobacco. They are not more attractive to children. None of 
the government's claims about menthol cigarettes can be substantiated. Also if menthol cigarettes 
were banned American companies like Lorrilard for example would be out of business in a year since 
they specialize in menthol. Causing factories to shut down taking jobs from thousands of workers. 
Cigarette wholesalers & retailers would also lose business and suffer drastically. This country can't 
afford more factories shutting down, or mom & pop grocery stores going out of business, or 
thousands of extra people on the unemployment rolls. This would happen in some places like 
Greensboro N.C.almost over night if this ban was put in place. Also individual states , cities, & towns 
would lose the millions of dollars every year that are generated by taxing menthol cigarettes. 
Absolutely no one would gain from this ban but many would surely lose. Most of our forefathers were 
smokers our current president still is. Many great people throughout history smoked from Margaret 
Meade to Martin Luther King. l think they would all agree if they could that people should be allowed 
to smoke whichever type of tobacco they wish. For it's still a free country. Thanks for reading 
sincerely Antonio Puente

Somers, Karen M

From: Jamie Dimatteo 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 7:09 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Remember Our Constitution Rights !!!! 

Now come on people every and anybody who reads that they r trying to ban method cigarettes
needs to speak up how unfair is that. Its our choice you can't change it now its too late 
keep well enough alone. Look the real focus needs to b put on maybe Alcohol, drinking and 
driving,drugs our focus in America is never on the right thing. Drinking causes more 
damage al e way around the board and yet the commercials are on t.v. Like its cool . 
Keep t don't with it already thank you one who smokes them !!!!!! 
From:  
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Somers, Karen M

From: Theresa Vercellino-Torres 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 7:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: MENTHOL CIGARETTES

Please leave the Menthol Cigarettes alone.  Go after alcohol instead.  Hasn't the government done enough damage?

Somers, Karen M

From: HARVEY SIMONS 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 6:58 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: don"t ban menthols

Harvey Simons

Somers, Karen M

From: vesta jackson 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 6:49 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

menthol is all I smoke. leave menthol alone

Somers, Karen M

From: Matt Phillip 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 6:48 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarette Ban

To Whom It May Concern,
I have just been notified of a recent attempt by the FDA to ban menthol cigarettes. I cannot express 
my dissatisfaction in just an e-mail, but unfortunately its my only venue to voice my opinion. I am 26 
years old and i have been smoking menthol cigarettes since i was 15. They have been as big a part 
of my life as working or sleeping. I have been wrought with stress since a very young age. Beginning 
when i was 8 i was the victim of severe mental and physical abuse by my step-father. He had me 
falsely arrested and sent to juvenile detention facilities for no reason. On my 18th birthday, he and my 
mother kicked me out of their home and onto the streets. I have not seen or spoken to either of them, 
and my half sister, since. But all the while, menthol cigarettes have been there to relieve stress and 
calm me down in situations of extreme conflict.Only with hard work, determination, and menthol 
cigarettes, i have been pretty successful. I work for a living and have a place and a car, and i dont 
think id be here if i didnt have something to calm my nerves when things get too down and out. I 
realize this letter isnt going to change weather the ban gets passed or not, im just asking to consider 
people's situations. Im sure theres a lot of people out there who have it a lot worse than i do, all i ask 
is let them have the option. Its just a flavor choice and if you could make somebody's day a little 
better,by giving them the choice, why wouldn't you? It dosen't affect you different either way.       
Thank you-Matthew Scott
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 6:45 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: The banning on menthol cigarettes.

The banning of menthol would be a pain in the . What's wrong w menthol ciggs? Is it 
any difference of non menthol they both have 1 s of just plain . So if you were 
gonna ban one then ban the other because as a erican I hav  to buy any 
legal products we want. Your just going to be  people off and  up our 
economy.
Sent on the Sprint® Now Network from my BlackBerry®

Somers, Karen M

From: April Davis 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 6:38 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Very upset this is crayze you controling what i smoke and i pay for it 

I am a valued customer and don't smoke anything else but menthol cigarettes have been since i have 
been smoking. I am devastated that you guys would even think about taking them off the market it is 
are choice to smoke them if we are spending are money we should be able to smoke what we want to 
smoke. How can you just take something off the market like that and what just to expected to quit!!! 
Do you understand the effected that will have on some people? Do realize just having people just 
stop doing something they been doing for years that they spend their own money on that just doesn't 
sound like the best way to handle this and your going to keep selling non menthol then should stop 
selling them at all cause we by what we by for a reason this is going to be a big mess and i hope that 
it blows up in your face that's taking someone rights away if i chose to buy those cigarettes then that 
is my choice not yours.

Somers, Karen M

From: Kelly Masten 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 6:34 PM
To: TPSAC
Cc: externalaffairs@lortobco.com
Subject: possible ban on menthol cigarettes

I would like to take this time to voice my opinion regarding the possible ban on menthol cigarettes.
 
I have been an avid menthol cigarette smoker for over thirty seven (37) years.  I have followed MOST 
of the studies regarding the dangers of smoking and yet, still I smoke.  It is my understanding (after 
reading several articles on the subject) that the evidence suggests the use of menthol cigarettes 
presents NO MORE ADVERSE HEALTH RISKS than the use of NON-MENTHOL cigarettes.  
Furthermore, should the ban on MENTHOL in cigarettes come to pass, does this mean that the FDA 
will ALSO BAN THE USE OF MENTHOL IN ALL OTHER PRODUCTS and uses (cough drops, vapor 
rubs, vaporizers, etc.?), which actually suggests that MENTHOL HAS A POSITIVE EFFECT on those 
of us who choose to use it to aid and soothe the ailments, aches and pains and YES TROUBLE 
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BREATHING, of the common cold, flue and upper respiratory infections?
 
It is my opinion that a ban on menthol use in cigarettes would be just one more attempt at removing 
the rights of cigarette smokers.  You have made us feel like we are lepers, banned us from ALL 
PUBLIC AREAS (while smoking), taxed us to death, and yet WE CONTINUE TO SMOKE.  Don't you 
get it, it's not working.  As a matter of fact, I believe it is having the reverse effect.  Like the 
stubbornness and will of a small child, tell them they ARE NOT ALLOWED TO DO SOMETHING 
AND THEY WISH TO DO IT ALL THE MORE.  Furthermore, I believe if one more smoker's 
choice/privilege is taken from them, it may actually end up being more likely to cause HEALTH RISKS 
than the menthol that is to be banned.   People MAY resort to buying/smoking bootleg cigarettes 
containing menthol (and who knows what else) that would obviously NOT BE PRODUCED UNDER 
THE SCRUTINY AND WATCHFUL EYE OF THE FDA (just an assumption).
 
Sincerely,
 
Kelly Masten
Avid Menthol Cigarette Smoker

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 6:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol smokers

I am writing in regards to the test about menthol and non menthol cigarettes.  I myself am a menthol smoker and do not 
feel it is right to make someone decide they have to smoke a non menthol cigarette.  People should have the RIGHT to 
decide which they would like to smoke. If we let this happen when is the line drawn are we only going to be allowed to 
drive 1 american made car because some cars are safer than others i mean really we as americans should be allowed to 
decide certain things for ourselves and smoking a menthol or non menthol is one thing we should decide ourselves thank 
you.  Please do not let this injustice occur! Thank you for your time.
 
 
 
                                                                                                                   Tracy Scherff 
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 6:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: (no subject)

no band

Somers, Karen M

From: Michelle Johnson 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 6:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarete Banning

Do everyone a favor and ban them all.  This is the opinion of this smoker.

Somers, Karen M

From: SHERRIE METCALF 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 6:28 PM
To: TPSAC

As an older adult, I can make my own decision about what I want. We do not need the goverment to take away another of 
our rights.

Somers, Karen M

From: Laurie schneider 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 6:18 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act

In regards to the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act please leave my 
cigarettes alone. As pres Reagan said the government is supposed to protect the people not 
run their lives now stay out of mine! 

 
Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We didn't pass it to our children in 
the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to do the same.
Ronald Reagan 
Freedom prospers when religion is vibrant and the rule of law under God is acknowledged. 
Ronald Reagan
Government's first duty is to protect the people, not run their lives. 
Ronald Reagan
If we ever forget that we are One Nation Under God, then we will be a nation gone under.
Ronald Reagan
Man is not free unless government is limited. 
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Ronald Reagan

Somers, Karen M

From: Dgowett 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 6:17 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: study of menthol 

Dear Mr. or Mrs.,

I am applauded to see the waste of energy and money on such a 
research!!!   There is many diet drugs on the market that do damage to 
the bodies of millions each year and yet they are still on the market, 
why cause companies make money!  This is ridiculous, just another way 
the government is trying to run our lives!!  A free country I say 
not!!!!

Menthol has been on the market for over eighty years now so if there 
was evidence that it was bad for you, it wouldn't of been detected 
earlier!

Thank You
Donna Gowett

Somers, Karen M

From: Jim Steiger 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 6:12 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes!!!

I THINK ITS APPAULING THAT YOU PEOPLE ARE GOING TO 
THESE LENGTHS TO TRY AND CONTROL THE AMERICAN 
PUBLIC.. THIS IS JUST ANOTHER CASE OF THE AMERICAN 

GOVERNMENT TRYING TO CONTROL THE RIGHTS OF THE 

AMERICAN PEOPLE!!! WE AS AMERICANS HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
CHOOSE WHAT GOES INTO OUR BODIES...PERIOD!!! THERE IS 
NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN METHOL AND REG CIGATETTES 
THEY BOTH WILL KILL U IF U SMOKE...PERIOD!!! WE ALL HAVE 
TO GO SOMETIME WHY DONT U LET US CHOOSE WHAT WAY 
WE GO.. OR ARE U EVENTUALLY GOING TO CONTROL THAT 
TOO??
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 6:05 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: DO NOT QUIT MAKING MENTHOLS!!!!!!!!!

MY NAME IS KIMBERLY JAMISON AND I HAVE BEEN SMOKING NEWPORTS LIGHTS MENTHOL 100S FOR ABOUT 
15 YRS AND I ENJOY THEM VERY MUCH ALONG WITH OVER HALF OF THE PEOPLE I KNOW AND IT HAS BEEN A
VERY DISTURBING TOPIC WITH THE THOUGHTS OF U BANNING MENTHOLS THE CONSTITUTION STATES ALL 
THIS  ABOUT  FREEDOM WHICH MOST OF THAT HAS ALREADY BEEN TAKEN FROM THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE  LETS DONT TAKE AWAY THE FREEDOM OF WHAT WE WaNT TO SMOKE  HOW MUCH WE WANT TO 
SMOKE AND THE  WITH IF ITS BAD FOR US OR NOT IT SHOULD BE OUR CHOICE OF HOW WE WANT TO 
ENJOY ATLEAST ONE THING IN LIFE WITH NOBODY DICTATING IT PLEASE TAKE ALL THE THOUGHTS AND 
CONCERNS INTO CONSIDERATION BEFORE YOU MAKE YOUR DECISION  
 
PS  I USE TO WORK AT RJ RENOLDS  AND I SAW HOW ALL CIGARETTES WERE MADE AND NONE ARE ANY 
GOOD FOR ANY FOR ANYONE NO MATTER IF THEY ARE MENTHOL OR NOT SO QUIT TRING TO FIND 
SOMERTHING WRONG WITH SOMETHING ALL THE TIME JUST LEAVE IT ALONE PLEASE!!!!!!!!!
 
THANK YOU I HOPE
KIMBERLY JAMISON

Somers, Karen M

From: Michele Brewer 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 6:03 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

Good Evening,
 
The FDA and the government have made it very expensive to smoke and illegal to smoke in public.  Now, you want to 
eliminate a "flavor" of cigarettes.  Since it is only a flavor and does not change the dangers of smoking, why bother.
 
I think you should put your efforts into the effects and dangers of drinking alcohol.  Why not increase the price of alcohol 
like cigarettes.  Tax the drinkers.  Drinking kills more people, innocent people, than smoking.
 
Or, make the drug companies produce a drug to help us smokers quit.  I tried to quit and failed.  I tried chantix and could 
not continue because of the side effects, not to mention the cost.  My insurance company will not pay any part of smoking 
cessation programs.  
 
There must be a better way to eliminate smoking than what has been tried.  We are now social outcasts but it cannot be 
proven smoking is the culprit for causing cancer.  I have spoken to many specialists and every one has had a different 
reason for the development of cancer.
 
Smoking is addictive, since we are "hooked", leave the flavor a choice for us addicts.
 
Thank you,
Michele Brewer
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Somers, Karen M

From: Robyn Buddha 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 6:02 PM
To: TPSAC

Hi to whom it may concern,  
 
I am writing on behalf of my choice i feel i should say my feelings on this matter considering i have 
the choice to smoke what i choose , i enjoy my newport cig's and can not stand the non menthol 
smokes i should have a right to smoke my choice of brand , as well as other people in this world , we 
go our lives making choices on everything and yet others are trying to change that about our lives , 
would you like someone changing your values on life and what you do with it? no i doubt it .. so let us 
make our choices in life and smoke our brand of cig's like we choose to ... 
 
thank you sincerely 
Robyn 

Somers, Karen M

From: Joe 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 6:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Possible ban onMenthol ciggarettes

To Whom It May Concern:

 

            I recently received a notice from Lorillard, the company which makes the brand of cigarettes that I smoke 
(Newport 100’s), stating that there may be a possible ban on menthol cigarettes. This puzzles me because as we are all 
informed on a regular basis, there is no such thing as a “safe” cigarette whether it is labeled light, or “Gold” or whatever 
names the cigarettes are given, and I would think that certainly includes whether the cigarette is menthol or non menthol. I 
have been a menthol cigarette smoker for many years, it is what I prefer, and unless cigarettes are to be banned all 
together, it makes no sense to me that menthols should be banned for any heath issue they may cause. It is my right not 
only to choose to smoke, but to choose what type and brand of cigarettes I smoke. I feel extremely offended at the idea of 
that right being taken from me. So long as cigarettes are legal in general, I see it as a futile effort to ban menthols, 
because I know that I, along with most other smokers, will most likely continue to smoke if menthols are banned, and as I 
stated any and all cigarettes pose health issues, so what is this really solving? I feel that it will only be taking away the 
enjoyment of smoking a menthol for those who prefer them, and since that is what smoking is based on (personal 
enjoyment) this issue is extremely frustrating for myself, and I’m sure many others who share my opinion. I just wanted to 
take the time to voice my feelings and concerns on this issue, and let you know that while I agree with Lorillard that you 
will find no scientific basis for banning menthols, if not just based on what I have stated in this email concerning all 
cigarettes, but on some other data, I am still concerned that a right that I have enjoyed since I have been a cigarette 
smoker will be taken away and I feel that is wrong, no matter what any scientists prove. We are all well informed on the 
dangers of smoking in these times, and I am sure in this day and age any smoker can be viewed as careless with their 
own health, but that just what it is, my own health, and It is my business not only if I do still choose to smoke regardless of 
the dangers, but what type of cigarette I smoke as well. Thank you for taking the time to read this and let me voice my 
opinion.
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Sincerely,

 

Vanessa L. Johnson

Somers, Karen M

From: Tyree Holliman 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 5:59 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Keep 'Menthol' Cigarettes! (NEWPORTS)

I don't think menthol cigarettes should be banned because both menthol and non-menthol 
cigarettes are tobacco products that contains nicotine and other chemicals to change the 
taste. Everybody don't like to smoke or even chew the same types of tobacco. Just think, 
if menthol cigarettes are banned, then most likely NEWPORT cigarettes wouldn't sell as 
well as they do today. The average number of people that smoke menthol cigarettes is well 
over the amount of 50-60%. So if this 'Menthol Ban' did go into effect, stores and tobacco
companies would loose lots of money, maybe even jobs too!

      

Somers, Karen M

From: Tysheeda Roberts 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 5:55 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthol Cigarettes

I think you should ban menthol cigarettes. They are killing us faster than non menthol because they 
are more addictive.

 

Thank you,

 

Tysheeda (Ty) Roberts
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 5:53 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: smoking advisory panel

MR. OR MRS. ADVISORY PANEL MEMBER. PLEASE LEAVE PEOPLE WHO SMOKE ALONE. WE 
ARE AWARE OF THE DANGERS OF SMOKING, YOU MAKE IT A POINT TO CRAM IT DOWN 
OUR THROATS ON A DAILY BASIS. WE DO NOT NEED A GOVERNMENT WHO CAN NOT 
MANAGE THEIR OWN AFFAIRS TELLING PEOPLE HOW TO LIVE THEIR LIVES IN A HEALTHY 
MANNER. THERE ARE MUCH MORE IMPORTANT MATTERS TO ATTEND TO THAN WHETHER 
OR NOT PEOPLE SMOKE. IF SMOKERS DO NOT KNOW THE DANGERS OF SMOKING, BY 
NOW, THEN THEY HAVE BEEN LIVING ON PLANET MARS OR POSSIBLY ANOTHER PLANET. 
GIVE IT A REST!  GO FIND SOMETHING ELSE, MORE CONSTRUCTIVE, TO DO.

TONY CAVALIERE      (SMOKER)     

Somers, Karen M

From: jstraughn 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 5:52 PM
To: TPSAC

why u tell me what i can smoke,or next thing you will tell me ,i think you are taking way my right,dont dictate to me ,what i 
should do,what will be next,u think more people are kill by DRUNK DRIVERS,THERE ARE LESS PEOPLE KILL,THAT 
SMOKE.DRINKING BRAKES UP MORE FAMILY THEN ANYTHING,WHY DONT YOU JUST LEAVE IT ALONG,I AM 
FOR SMOKERS RIGHTS.

Somers, Karen M

From: crystal nicks 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 5:44 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthol

why in the world would you attempt to ban menthol cigarettes? all you're gonna do is  a lot of 
people off by doing this, me included, you're trying to control too much of what people are doing, what 
meds we take, what foods we eat, how we eat!!! leave the cigarettes alone!  leave them alone! 
OMG whats wrong with you people, you wont be satisfied till everyone is mindless and being told 
what to do, where to go and how to get there, this is taking things a bit too far!
C Nicks
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Somers, Karen M

From: sharon 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 5:40 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

I have been informed the federal government is considering restricting or banning menthol cigarettes. Menthol cigarettes 
are WHAT I CHOOSE TO SMOKE and I don't believe the federal government has a right to tell me what I can or cannot 
smoke. It is bad enough to have banned smoking in public places, yet use the tax dollars I give you from each pack of 
cigarettes I buy. What have we as a country turned into? I implore you to consider the rights of the American smokers 
who choose menthol cigarettes.
Sincerely,
Sharon T Tidball

Somers, Karen M

From: JaLyn 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 5:38 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Our rights to menthol cigarettes

Hello I am a smoker & I smoke menthol cigarettes. I think this should be our choice not yours please 
so this ban like I said it is our choice. Thank you Joslyn N Younger

Somers, Karen M

From: dianewaltz 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 5:38 PM
To: TPSAC

If I'm paying my hard earned money, I should be able to buy what I want and what I want is Newport menthol cigarettes. If 
you banned them, think of all the tax money you'll be losing. They are a lot of people, and I'm one of them, who will not 
smoke anything else.

Somers, Karen M

From: vernon christian 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 5:35 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Smoking

Attachments:

Newport cigarrettes are one gooooooood tasting cigarette.
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Somers, Karen M

From: Hilton Mercado Jr 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 5:35 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

Please do not get rid of menthol cigarettes.I have a right to choose.

Somers, Karen M

From: Jerry 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 5:30 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

To whom it may concern, I would like to ask you not to band menthol cigarettes! Reason 
being is I believe that as a 26year old American, I hold the right to smoke witch ever 
brand or flavor cigarette that I should chose. I understand that they may be bad for you 
but so is alcohol, so what's next are you planing on puttin a band on full flavor beer? So
then only beer you may drink is light beer, I mean come on leave us smokers alone you 
already took enough from us!!!! As in we are no longer able to smoke in a public area I do
see what's going on here first it was restaurants, then it was bars, next you can't smoke 
menthol, after that I guess cigarettes will be illegal all together and when that happens 
guess I'll be leaving the country I don't want to live in a dictatorship any more and 
that's exactly what this country has became we have no freedoms!!!

Sent from my iPhone

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 5:21 PM
To: TPSAC

Hi I want to voice my opinion on menthol cigarettes.  You need to let people smoke what they want.  I 
know people who have been smoking menthol for years, to smoke nonmenthol is out of the question 
when your a menthol smoker.  We all know that any cigarette is not good for you, so getting rid of 
menthol is unfair and you should get rid of all cigarettes and not just target menthol or menthol 
smokers.  I know I will quit if you do, so no more tax dollars from cigarettes from me.  I don't 
understand why if cigarettes are so bad then why don't you get rid of them all and stop selling them?

thank you 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



134

Somers, Karen M

From: Fran Kanterman [frankanterman@rogak.com]
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 5:12 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: MENTHOL CIGARETTES

THIS IS A LEGAL PRODUCT!  I HAVE EVERY RIGHT AFFORDED TO ME BY THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO SMOKE WHATEVER BRAND OF CIGARETTES I CHOOSE.  I AM AN ADULT AND AM 
FULLY AWARE OF THE HEALTH RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH SMOKING ANY BRAND OF CIGARETTE.  MIND YOUR 

 BUSISNESS AND FIND SOMETHING MORE PRODUCTIVE TO SPEND YOUR TIME ON.  

 

Fran Kanterman

No-Fault Supervisor

Law Office of Lawrence N. Rogak

3355 Lawson Blvd.

Oceanside, NY 11572

Tele: 516-763-2996

Fax: 516-763-2998 

Frankanterman@rogak.com

 

Somers, Karen M

From: Nikki Monahan 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 5:16 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: DO NOT BAN MENTHOL CIGARETTES!!!!!!!!

Hello, My name is Nikki Monahan. I am 25 years old and I am a newport MENTHOL 
smoker since I was 16 yrs old. I want to strongly voice my opinion on the FDA banning 
Menthol cigarettes. I think this is absolutly rediculous and ludacris!!!! Banning any type or 
brand of cigarettes is just purely insane! When I first started to smoke, like I said I was 
16 yrs of age. When I started, my choice in cigarettes were to smoke marbrolo reds. 
Which are Non-Menthol cigarettes. After a few months of smoking that brand, I myself 
changed my brand to Marbrolo Menthol. And later changed completely to Newport 100's. 
So my point is, I started to smoke by my own choice. And same for my choice in changing 
brands. I feel that Menthol cigarettes are MY CHOICE and that since it is MY CHOICE 
to smoke them, that it is also my choice to realize & accept the concerns that raise 
harmful problems. I am fully aware of the dangers of smoking menthols. But that is also 
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the danger in smoking ANY brand or type of cigarette in general. Being a person who 
smokes means I have accepted the dangers included in cigarettes. I feel that is is nobody 
elses concern but mine as to what I choose to smoke. Menthol cigarettes are MY 
PERSONAL choice in cigarettes. I have also taken a Poll on my personal facebook page to 
see what others had to say about this issue... And this is also including Smokers and 
NON-Smokers of ALL ages and brands... People were telling me that Banning or 
restricting menthol cigarettes will do nothing but cause ALOT of problems and make ALOT 
of people made and do things that they normally would never do. I know that I myself get 
very frustrated without having a cigarette when I want one. And it would make things way 
worse to have someone or some company tell me that I no longer can have the cigarettes 
"I" choose to smoke!!! Another person raised the concern that there are SOOO many other 
issues around this country and world, and yet THIS is the issue at hand... BANNING 
MENTHOL CIGARETTES... Seems a little crazy, don't you think??? I do. My opinion is 
that the U.S.A. is a "FREE" Counrty... Now, how would it still be considered a FREE 
Country if we can no longer choose the type of cigarette we smoke??? Not to mention, Us 
smokers have already gone through the change in price for cigarettes. Which ALONE is an 
issue at hand... Then us smokers have gone through the fact of banning smoking in 
OUTSIDE areas.. And also the banning of smoking in bars and clubs... But NOW the FDA 
wants to BAN smoking Menthol Cigarettes all together!?!!?!?!? To be blunt, THAT TRUELY 

 ME OFF... Also it seems like a little favortisim is going on. ONLY TO BAN 
MENTHOLS??? And not any other type or brand of cigarettes??? I feel that the FDA is 
making a horrible decision on even THINKING of banning menthol cigarettes. Smoking is 
MY choice. Smoking Menthol cigarettes are also MY choice. Please do NOT take away MY 
CHOICE of cigarettes!!!! You will not have a happy country on your hands. And trust me... 
I will raise  if this ban is approved. And I am SURE that I AM NOT ALONE ON 
THAT CHOICE! Thank you for your time. Please do not consider this ban anymore then it 
already has been considered!!! Thank you
 
Nikki Monahan 
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Somers, Karen M

From: jodi 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 5:08 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

I am a menthol smoker and I believe smoking menthol cigarettes is a personal choice. I 
personally like the taste of menthol cigarettes and would be very disturbed if my right to
choose was taken from me. 
Sent via BlackBerry from T-Mobile

Somers, Karen M

From: Nan Mccarter 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 4:55 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning menthol cigarettes

TO WHOM THIS MAY CONCERN: I feel this move would be  to the menthol cigarette 
smokers. First, they could not wait until they had to tell you where you could smoke and now it is what 
type of cigarette to smoke.  Look I had one father and he was a good one however, I do not need a 
new father-Thank you very much. This is America-land of the free to make your own decisions and to 
live with them.  I was raised on a farm and the tobacco crop was our main income for several years.  
If not for this crop our family could not have survived -we got winter shoes, when the tobacco sold, as 
many of our neighbors did.  Now, they pay farmers not to plant tobacco crops.  What's up wth this!! I 
am a menthol cigarette smoker and have been for years.  I am also old enough to vote and drink (I do 
not drink) because it is my decision not to - NOT YOURS - I do still vote because it is one of the few 
freedoms we are still allowed to do.  If you really want to help Americans why don't you find a way to 
take care of the disabled veterans who were brave enough to fight for our freedoms, not sweep them 
under the carpet.  They were not asked if they wanted to lose their legs, arms, hands, sight and even 
their lives, yet we send them out in harms way every day to keep us safe, and when they are injured 
or killed-it's their duty?  No it is not-there have been so many changes to our government over the 
years that no one has a clue what is happening, how or why it's happening, where it is happening, or 
if we can fix it.  I am sick and tired of reading or listening to the news and all you see of hear, is what 
cigarettes could do to your body what about what an MK14 can do to your life.  Quite, messing with 
cigarettes - let adult people make their own decisions, they should also have control of whether or not 
their children smoke until they reach adulthood.  Parents need to keep some control over their 
children's lives otherwise, why would anyone have a child. 
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Somers, Karen M

From: MainTopiK GradeA 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 4:54 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: DO NOT BAN MENTHOL CIGARETTES/NEWPORT

IT'S DEFIANTLY MY RITE TO SMOKE THE 
TYPE OF CIGARETTES THAT I LIKE!
 

PERIOD...!

-- 

I LOVE MY LIFE, & THE PPL *I* ALLOW IN 
IT!

Somers, Karen M

From: Randy Slater 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 4:43 PM
To: TPSAC

To the advisory panel:
 
I am a tax paying citizen of this great democratic country that was built on freedoms.  As a menthol 
smoker I cdo not feel it is constitutional for you to decide that we can not smoke whatever flavor of 
cigarette we want.  As we live in a free country and are trying to in some cases force our way of life 
on other countries, the politics of our Government is taking our freedoms little by little.  There is a lot 
more our country needs from you than to tell us what we can do and not do as long as we are within 
the letter of the law.  It is time for our Taxes to be used in a more constructive way that benefits the 
entire country than for you very well paid public officials to be concerned with our choices.  What will 
be next, the flavors of ice cream?  You are constructing a communism under the title of a democracy.  
In the communist countries they do not have the choices that we do here in America and little by little 
you are taking our choices away which then becomes a communist America.  It is time for you 
politicians on Capital Hill to mind the business of the Country and stay out of our business.  As a 
mathematician, I am well aware that one can make Statistics say what one wants them to say, with 
that in mind we know you can come out with Stats that show that you have cause to make such a 
decision, which would not be true and accurate, nor in the best interest of those who enjoy 
the freedom of choice of flavor.
 
If you have any concern for our Democracy and the Great way of life that we in America so love and 
appreciate, you can not in good spirits make such a decision for Tobacco companies to stop making 
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Menthol cigarettes.  
 
I am hopeful you will strongly consider the contents of this letter, even though it is the opinion of just 
one of millions of Americans that I am sure feel the same about their freedoms.
 
Randy E. Slater 

Somers, Karen M

From: Victoria Schleede 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 4:29 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning of Menthol Cigarettes

To whom it may concern,

I am writing this letter to you in regards to the US F.D.A's consideration of banning of menthol 
cigarettes.  I am 100% opposed to this.  

Being a  resident I have already had to tolerate taxation of a tobacco product to points that are 
seemingly retarded to put it best.  I pay currently over 10 dollars for a pack of cigarettes of my 
choosing.  Over half of that cost is taxes.  My personal choice are menthol cigarettes.  Now 
considering it is within my constitutional freedoms to eat what I like, walk how I like, say what I like...I 
would still like to have the freedom to smoke what I like.  Is that not what a consumer economy is 
based upon?  Consumption of a product that people choose to buy?  

I would like to ask that if we are going to start restricting what is a right of mine then we start 
restricting these rights equally.  Being double sided and picking and choosing what a consumer and 
American at that is allowed to do is ridiculous.  

Eliminate Menthol cigarettes and i beg of you to eliminate the following because of their obvious 
health related risks or addictive qualities.

Soda Pop
Deep Fried anything
Alcohol
Anything with saturated fats
Foods latent with preservatives
Dilaudid or any narcotic medicine that is frequently prescribed in this country.  Oddly enough, i went 
to the doctor for the flu and was given a script for vicodin.  Really...vicodin!?!?  The medical 
community is off their rockers.  Vicodin because I hurt.

You are afraid Americans dont have a clue that inhaling smoke into their lungs will damage cilia and 
air sacks and mutate cells to a cancerous mess.  Geesh...I am a smoker am I not.  I guess I should 
not have known that.  Or is it that menthol smokers are generally from a lower class?  Yeah, let me 
put it to you this way...I am not  stupid.  I know smoking is bad for me class or not.  I PAY FOR 
MY OWN HEALTH INSURANCE!  I PAY FOR MY MISTAKES.  I PAY FOR MY CIGARETTES.  I 
PAY FOR MY VICES.  Let me please go about MY life in a manner of MY choosing seeing as I was 
born in a country that grants me the ability to MAKE choices for MY life.  

Flat out...if alcohol stays and liver disease and alcoholism and DWI's still run rampant I should be 
able to smoke a menthol cigarette.  A flavor of my choice.  Now, where are my menthol cigarettes?  I 
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think i should light up.  Maybe you can lighten up?

Sincerely A frustrated  resident and citizen of a country that is becoming more socialist in every 
aspect of everyday life

V. Schleede

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 4:29 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning

I feel that the government is trying to make the world a mess&corrupt what little bit of 
good life we have. I have seen people upset&fight because they do not have new ports so ii
can just about imagine they will kill without thm in stores at all. 
Sent from my BlackBerry Smartphone provided by Alltel

Somers, Karen M

From: Detriel Griffin 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 4:20 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning menthol

I think that this is just creul to the menthol smokers. All cigarettes are bad for you no 
matter what type they are. If politics think the society is a mess now. Wow wait until 
they remove menthol cigarettes out of these peoples lives. The world is going to really 
get crazy out here. 
**Miss*Pretty*Smile**

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 4:14 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

What is so different about menthol and non-menthol cigarettes?  Please explain!!!

(b) 
(6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



140

Somers, Karen M

From: , 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 4:04 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: MENTHOL CIGARETTES

What would make you want to bann menthol cigarettes for. Its not right I don't know why we
are called the land of the free because the Chinese government let's their citizens do 
more than our government allows us to.

Somers, Karen M

From: troy brunner 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 3:59 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Smokes

Attachments:

To Whom it may concern,
 
I believe a consumer should be able to buy any legal product.  This includes Menthol cigarrettes.  
Quit taking away the things people like, we are happy, cant we just all get along.
 
Troy Brunner,
 
Menthol smoker
 
Taxpayer!
 
Have a happy day, eh.

FREE Animations for your email - by IncrediMail! Click Here!

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 3:54 PM
To: TPSAC

Dear scienstic, 
I think ya should keep the monthols cuz alot of people buy them... And if ya stop menthols
ya willnt be makin alot of 

--
==================================================================
This mobile text message is brought to you by AT&T
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 3:53 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Attention. 

I am a happy menthol ciggarette smoker for over ten years. And I enjoy  
newports to be exact.
I think it is a shame for the FDA to even get involved with such a  
topic. We as Americans have every bit of right to use or consume any  
thing that is a legal product.
And for the government needs to back off of the ciggarette companies.  
The government has caused the ciggarette companies enough grief in  
regards to what labels,or advertising , and every little complaint  
from non smokers.
It has gotten redicolous with the laws the us government is creating  
every single day.
It is our choice to smoke. It is our choice to understand health  
issues. And now your going to try to determine if menthol ciggarettes  
are scientificaly bad. Come on FDA give us a break.
We know cigarettes are not healthy. But to put under microscope and  
start picking apart what type or style of tobacco is this or that.
You really need to stop and take a broader look at this and what your  
causing everyone that chooses to smoke whatever brand or style of  
tobacco.
I really look forward to hearing back from your office.
Your friend
Eric forbes.
Loyal Newport menthol smoker.

Sent from my iPod

      

Somers, Karen M

From: Lisa Hall 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 3:51 PM
To: TPSAC

I just learned that the FDA is considering a ban on menthol cigarettes. Last time I checked, we still 
lived in a free country. They have no right to tell us what to smoke. Whats next? Are you going to 
remove the tines from forks, maybe take the points off of knives. It's our choice as free citizens to use 
or not use dangerous products. If you try and ban menthol cigarettes you will have a whole lot of 
angry people on your hands. I'm just stating my opinion as a "free?" citizen. Have a nice day.
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Somers, Karen M

From: Crystal Smith 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 3:49 PM
To: TPSAC

Hello. 
 My name is Crystal Smith an im a newport smoker! Im also an american citizen an i have 
the write to smoke my menthol cigarettes! I thought we were in the land of the free! I pay
taxes just like everyone else does an this is crazy! Whats next restrictions on what u can
an cant eat!

     Menthol supporter
       Crystal Smith

Somers, Karen M

From: Stephanie Hamilton 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 3:47 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

To Whom It May Concern:
I have been informed about the attempt to ban menthol products. I feel this is outrageous and unjust. 
People who smoke know the risks of smoking. I have been smoking menthol cigarettes for 10 years 
and to pull them off the market now is just another way the government is trying to force us to quit. 
With all of the laws, bans and taxes it feels like a witch hunt and a tobacco version of prohibition! I 
made the choice to start smoking and I adhere to the requirements to smoke outside and away from 
buildings. I pay the ludicrous taxes. For a government agency to tell me I'm not allowed to is insane! 
Last I checked, I live in the United States of America. My husband serves in the Army. I am not in a 
Communistic society so please stop trying to make it happen. Let us enjoy our chosen LEGAL habit 
and we will deal with the repercussions of this choice. Thank you.
                                      Sincerely,
                                      Stephanie Hamilton
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Somers, Karen M

From: leonardtj 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 3:45 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

Sirs
There is no reason to ban menthol from cigarettes. If you find a scientific reason it will be based on "junk science". The 
ultimate goal is to make cigarettes illegal and we know how that worked with liquor. 
Credibility should be very important to you and if you ban menthol in cigarettes you will lose your credibility.
This is a legal product and smokers have the right to chose their brand and type of cigarette. 
FDA -  stay out of our right to choose menthol or regular cigarettes. 
 
Sincerely
Joyce Leonard

Somers, Karen M

From: Benessica Rivera 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 3:38 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

Dear scientists,
 my name is Nessa and i have been smoking menthol cigarettes for a little time now and i 
feel that i the smoker should have the right to choose if wether or not to smoke menthol 
cigarettes. Please consider the smokers in your choice on wether or not to banish menthol.
Thank you 

Somers, Karen M

From: Billie Jean Simson 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 3:36 PM
To: TPSAC

you can not discoutinue menthol cigarettes.alot of people in the united states smoke menthol 
cigarettes and there mostly all i smoke 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Dennis Anderson 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 3:35 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol band

I don't like the fact that any one can force me to switch from menthol to non menthol. To me this takes 
away my freedom of choice. Instead of banning menthol cigarettes, why not just ban cigarettes all 
together because there is no such thing as a healthy cigarette.

 
 
 
Thanks, 

Dennis Anderson 

    
 

Somers, Karen M

From: Claudio, Cornelia 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 3:03 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Concerned American Citizen

I think the government is going too far telling adult people of legal age what type of cigarettes they 
can smoke.  Maybe they will tell us that we cannot drink diet soda if we want or low fat milk or sugar 
substitute.  Whose business is it anyway.  Are not cigarettes still legal or have they been taken off the 
market.  Government should stick to governing the people which they are unable to do and not telling 
people what they can and cannot have.  I drink Gin is that legal or do I have to drink Vodka or 
Scotch?  Is Vicks vapor rub going to be taken off the market also?

 

 

 

 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: elizabeth dattilo 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 3:00 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

What gived you the rite to tell me that I can not smoke menthol ciggerettes. You raise prices and the 
state addes tax ontop of tax and now I can not smoke the brand that I choose.LAST TIME I LOOKED 
I LIVE IN THE USA WHERE I HAVE THE RITE TO MAKE MY OWN CHOICE. Shame on you for 
trying to take away my rights.

Somers, Karen M

From: Lisa witcher 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 2:56 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

Please don't ban menthol cigarettes!  It's the customer choice! We know what it is capable of!! Please 
dont

Somers, Karen M

From: DebbieC 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 2:56 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: CHOICE

WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO AMERICAN'S CHOICE....ON ANYTHING?   VOTING 
"YES" ON KEEPING MENTHOL CIGARETTES.  

Somers, Karen M

From: Crystal Evans 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 2:45 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

     Hello:
 
     I am a smoker who enjoys menthol cigarretes. I am writing today to encourage you NOT to 
recommend placing a ban on menthol cigarettes. I feel, as a smoker, we all should have the right to 
choose what type/ flavor of cigarettes to consume. As is our right to choose whether to smoke at all. 
Please don't take that right away!
 
                                                              Sincerely,
                                                              Crystal Evans
                                                              (Concerned smoker) 
 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Sandra Jones 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 2:37 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: My rights as an American

To whim it may concern,
 
It is not the right of the government or scientists to say whether or not I can smoke menthol 
cigarettes.  Back off and use your money on feeding the hungry or giving shelter to those who are 
homeless.  Smoking is my right as an American!!
 
 
Sandra Jones

Somers, Karen M

From: John 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 2:30 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban on menthol cigarettes

 It is my understanding that the FDA is attempting to restrict or ban the use of menthol in tobacco 
products. I would like to go on record as opposing any ruling that would allow the restriction. I believe 
that the choice of the type of cigarette that I select is mine and should not be restricted. Please keep 
that in mind when you are making your decision. Freedom of choice is a personal right and privilege 
and should not be legislated.

Thank You
John Rydman 

Somers, Karen M

From: Karen 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 2:26 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban on menthol cigarettes

This message is to voice my concerns about a possible ban on menthol cigarettes. I have been a 
menthol cigarette smoker for 45 years and have no desire to quit smoking. If menthol cigarettes 
become illegal I will most likely find some other place to purchase them whether it be on the black 
market or an Indian reservation. In my opinion the only purpose a ban like this will cause is the loss of 
state tax, it will not make menthol smokers quit smoking. 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Michael Mead 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 2:13 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Allow us

Importance: High

We live in the united state. Where freedom was earned. We should be aloud to smoke what 
flavor of ciggarettes we please. 

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 2:10 PM
To: TPSAC

i personally feel that it is my Right and personally FREEDOM to smoke menthol cigarettes if that is 
what i chose i feel that the government needs to step out of our lives and let us make our own 
decisions in what we want to put into our body this is supposed to be the land of the free but it seems 
to me like it is becoming more of a communist country day by day leave us to make our own 
decisions 

Somers, Karen M

From: Kelly Smith 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 2:06 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Restricting or Banning Menthol Cigarettes

To Whom it may concern:
 
I am writting you today about FDA tryin to ban menthol cigarettes. I think its a stupid idea and should 
not be carried into motion. I am a valued menthol smoker and have been smoking menthol cigarettes 
for over 10 years. So what am I suppost to smoke if this ban goes into effect?? I don't smoke lights or 
mediums. I only smoke menthol. And I know what your going to write back so the answer is NO! I will 
not quit smoking. And why are you trying to control THE PEOPLE? What they do?  What they spend? 
How they live their lives?  I think its no bodys buisness on what people want to do. 
 
Sincerely,
Kelly Smith
Age: 22

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



148

Somers, Karen M

From: frank serrano  
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 1:57 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Do not ban menthol cigarettes

To whom it may concern:

     I like smokeing my favorite type of cigarette and that is newport menthol. I should 
have the right to smoke what I like and that is menthol. So please do not ban or restrict 
the menthol.

Thank You

Somers, Karen M

From: Annie Bresnahan 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 1:53 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

i just want you to know that i smoke menthol cigarettes.  i like them.  and i don't want them to go 
away.

thank you.

annie bresnahan

Somers, Karen M

From: Tom Suto 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 1:49 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

Everyone does deserve their right so smoke menthol or non-menthol cigarettes. It would be unfair for 
the government to take away menthol's

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 1:46 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban on Menthol Smokes!!!!!

To Whom it May Concern,
 
     I am writing this email in response to the FDA scientists, during a study on Menthol Cigarettes. I am a United States 
citizen and I am almost 32 yrs old, I feel that it is my choice what kind of cigarettes that I smoke. I don't feel that it is the 
FDA'S discussion on what I can do with my life. America stands for us supposedly being free and having the right to 
choose what we can and cant do within reason. I strongly recommend that these scientist understand that it is OUR 
choice not yours what Cigarettes we smoke 
 
 
Concerned Citizen
Timothy Bronson

Somers, Karen M

From: mobstar hustlers 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 1:14 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Not too sure what to say here, other than menthol cigarettes should not be banned and/or restricted.  
Every person is entitled to their own choices as long as its legal.  So .. keep menthol cigarettes

Somers, Karen M

From: Kym Burress 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 1:14 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

   To whom it may concern,
              I am a 27 year old smoker of menthol cigarettes. Seriously, banning menthol. So what's next 
a ban on vodka or over the counter caffeine pills? I think this is absolutely ridiculous and there is no 
way that you should be able to tell me what kind of cigarettes I am able to smoke. If you really think 
about it what if the FDA said the U.S.A. had to be vegetarian, would you comply to that rule? Just no 
way that this should even be considered as a new law. Why don't ya'll find a cure for aids or breast 
cancer and do something important and worthwhile instead of trying to run the worlds cigarette 
smoking.

                          Thank you,
                               K.B.
                         

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Tiffany Eicher 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 1:14 PM
To: TPSAC

yes my name is kenneth and i thing it should be our choice to choose wether we want to smoke 
menthole cigaretes. so i dont think they should banned
 
 
thank you http://mail.yimg.com/a/i/mesg/tsmileys2/01.gif

Somers, Karen M

From: Jenn 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 1:08 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

As a menthol cigarette smoker, I do not see any reason to BAN menthol cigarettes specifically.  ALL 
cigarettes are deadly, there is no reason to BAN just one particular kind of cigarette, and it is my 
belief that if this is done, menthol smokers will come up with some way to make their cigarettes 
menthol, or QUIT SMOKING!

Thank you for your time.

Somers, Karen M

From: Preston 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 1:09 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act

To Whom It May Concern:
    
       It has come to my attention that menthol cigerettes may potentially be banned. However, this makes no sense at all. 
Smokers should have the right to smoke whatever kind of cigerette they want. Everyone knows the risk factors in using 
cigerettes, and if they don't they can simply read the Surgeon General's warning on the side of their cigerette pack. This 
whole issue is nonsense, and quite a bit of the people in America will be outraged over a ban on menthol cigerettes. If 
there shall be a ban on menthol cigerettes, why not ban ALL cigerettes? They ALL have health risks. 

Thank You, 
Preston Rynski

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 12:54 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

I have been smoking for 2 years that does not mean I am going to smoke all my life, at the present I 
smoke menthol that is the chose I made, it should not be banned.  If you banned menthol cigarettes 
all cigarettes should be banned.

Somers, Karen M

From: C Chipman 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 12:44 PM
To: TPSAC

As adults we have the right to make our own decisions regarding any legal product ! Stop trying to 
control everything!

Somers, Karen M

From: Crista Niwranski 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 12:39 PM
To: TPSAC
Cc:
Subject: NO BANNING!

Hello FDA, 
 
    My name is Crista and I am writing this letter to you today to inform you on my opinion about the 
menthol cigarette ban. What is the difference? I mean a ciggarette is a cigarette and menthol is just a 
choice of what cigarette to smoke. I do not like the taste of regular cigarettes personally and both my 
husband and I as well as most of my family members prefer menthol over non-menthol. I mean the 
government should just ban cigarettes altogether if you all are so worried about the effects of 
menthol. If I want to die a smoker, that is my choice. I have heard that by smoking Newports which is 
my choice of cigarettes, that with every inhale, slits are cut into your lungs because they contain 
fiberglass? I dont know if this is true or not but truthfully its irrelevant. If I choose to do this to my own 
body than its my choice and I should have the freedom as well as the rest of my American friends to 
have control over what I choose and my own body. Dont you think? A lot of people eat meat and 
animals carry diseases, so why not just ban meat altogether? Now that is ridiculous isnt it? This ban 
is too. You are not banning menthol, you are banning freedom.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 12:29 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Keep menthol cigarettes available

It is proven that cigarettes are detrimental to our health, but as I'm taking the risk I  
would like the freedom of choice. Please keep menthol on the market.
-----
Sent from my Boost.

Somers, Karen M

From: Joyce Dankovich 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 11:56 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettess

Pertaining to the new law that will allow FDA to consider restricting or banning all menthol cigarettes.  I do not believe that 
menthol cigarettes should be treated any differently than non-menthol cigarettes.
 
 
Joyce Dankovich
Drycal, Inc.
7355 Production Drive
Mentor, OH 44060
 
p. 440-974-1999
f.  440-974-7159
 
www.decalsbydrycal.com

Somers, Karen M

From: ryan bouche 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 11:46 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

I believe menthol cigarettes should be treated the same as non-menthol cigarettes. If yous stop 
menthol cigarettes I will be very dissapointed and will not smoke non-menthol. Thanks for the time to 
read this.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: FRANK CALDERONE 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 11:37 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: hi

hi my name is Frank Calderone my address is  I do not 
want the FDA to ban Menthol cigarettes I love menthol cigarettes especially the Newport Menthol 
100's.

Somers, Karen M

From: anthony edwards 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 11:35 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: banning/restrictions-menthol cigarettes

I do no think menthol cigarettes should be targeted, restricted, or banned.  all cigarette smoking is hazardous 
to health.  this remains a decision for the consumer and only the consumer.  to smoke or not to smoke‐
regardless of the brand or whether menthol or nonmenthol.

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 11:28 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

To whom it may concern:
                I am writing to state my opinion on banning menthol cigarettes. I think it is
an obsurd gesture to ban them...how can you think this would be fruitful for anyone?  
People have been smoking them for years and enjoy the flavor.  Unless cigarettes are 
banned on the whole (which is highly unlikely) this idea should be laid to rest.
                                      Thank you,       
                                           Colleen O'Shei

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 11:17 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

We all understand the effects of smoking regular or menthol cigarettes and feel that it is our choice 
whether to smoke or not....banning menthol cigarettes is ridiculous and serves no purpose.....keep 
Menthol Cigarettes.....Thank you, sincerely, C. Wilson

Somers, Karen M

From: Mandy 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 10:41 AM
To: TPSAC
Cc:

I am a smoker over the age of 21 who is so strongly against any in the interst of baning 
any type of menthol cigarettes what's so ever! We are grown adults that should beable to 
chose what brand of cigarettes we would like to purchuse at any time! We are suppose to 
the freedom to beable to as adults to buy what we like an by u tryin to bandin menthols 
off the market u are goin against an takin the word free out of freedom an its not fair! 
There is more money makin when 95% of the people purchuse methol cigarettes so I am 
strongly askin to let people still make the choice of what they want to smoke and plz put 
the word free back in freedom cuz there is no difference between menthol an non-menthol so 
I am strongly askin to plz keep any an all menthol cigarettes on the market an to treat 
them like you do all other cigarettes plz an thank u! Take care mandy howe 

Sent from my Samsung Intercept™��(�������h~�Z�������XZ��^m�-�����-y�b�v�����i����\��� �

Somers, Karen M

From: MARY IRWIN 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 10:33 AM
To: TPSAC

Stop taking away our rights as consumers. Make stricter laws so that it wont get into the hands of 
children!!!

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: dan obryan 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 9:26 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: manthol cigarettes

This is outrageous I'm 38 years old and American citizen I have the right to smoke what I choose! this 
is suppose to be a free country well not anymore everyone especially the government now FDA is 
trying to tell us Americans what we can eat, smoke everything well a lot of us are tired of it. it's our 
bodies!!!!!!! were getting to be no better then the other countries.Next the government will be telling us 
if we can get married, if and how many children we can have! Whats next? Kathy O'Bryan

Somers, Karen M

From: Steve Morris 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 9:02 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning of menthol cigarettes

Why don't you do-gooders find something else to do with your time. 
 
                                                      Morris

Somers, Karen M

From: Sandra McGettigan 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 8:28 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: my opinion

Newport are very hard to quit since i have smoked non-menthol i have notice i smoke twice as much 
with Newport. many of my friends say if they weren't available they would quit but also feel menthol is 
very hard to quit over non-menthol. i hope u can make them not available it would help so many 
people. not that i care but even my ex

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Omar Romero 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 8:27 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Fw: 

--- On Mon, 1/31/11, Omar Romero  wrote:

From: Omar Romero 
Subject: 
To: tpsac@fda.hhs.gov
Date: Monday, January 31, 2011, 5:22 AM

about newports. for many years they had the most out standing in flavor of menthol.i ama proud 
smoker fo 14 years and im a 3rd generation as a newport smoker and my brothers are too . do not 
discontinue menthol .they are people out their who chose to smoke newports because it keeps them 
calm such as my self . if im in a bad mood i reach for a newport. and it keep me calm. if i dont have a 
newport im ready to brake sum1 neck and its because i get mood swings so pleaze do not take 
menthol NEWPORTS from us...
 
 
                                                                                            Thank You 
                                                                                        Omar Adorno

                                                                            

Somers, Karen M

From: Omar Romero 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 8:23 AM
To: TPSAC

newports. for many years they had the most out standing in flavor of menthol.i ama proud smoker fo 
14 years and im a 3rd generation as a newport smoker and my brothers are too . do not discontinue 
menthol .they are people out their who chose to smoke newports because it keeps them calm such 
as my self . if im in a bad mood i reach for a newport. and it keep me calm. if i dont have a newport im 
ready to brake sum1 neck and its because i get mood swings so pleaze do not take menthol 
NEWPORTS from us...
 
 
                                                                                            Thank You 
                                                                                                Omar Adorno

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Ismaaeel Buckley 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 1:46 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Re: Banning Menthol Cigarrettes

To Whom It May Concern:
 
I think that with what is going on in this era i.e. Saliva Divorium, marijuana becoming legal for 
medicinal uses and an era of attempting to build our economy its completely absurd that you would 
attempt to bad menthol cigarettes. Personally being a formal smoker of menthol cigarettes; I find that 
one should have a right to choose their poison should they wish to smoke. I have read studies and no 
one comes to any scientific conclusion that menthol harms one more than regular non menthol 
brands.
 
Find something else to do with tax payers money that will actually help us in our time of need to build 
our economy and actually try and save lives banning things like Saliva that will really harm people in a 
mind altering way. We know that all tobacco is harmful and its truly unbelievable that you would 
attempt to bad menthol. 
 
For what this correspondence matters, I ask that you seriously reconsider what you spend your time 
(and our tax payers money) doing.
 
Law offices of Buckley and Buckley
Christopher Buckley PhD, Esq,.
217 W. Walnut St
Shamokin, PA 17872

Somers, Karen M

From: Marie 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 12:31 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: If you quit making menthol cigarettes. You might as well stop making all cigarettes.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 12:18 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Newport cigarettes

January 30, 2011
 
Why do you want to ban menthol cigarettes?  Everyone knows that smoking is bad for you but it is 
our choice on what we do.  I have been smoking for 54 years and nobody has to right to say what I 
should or should not smoke.  It is my life.
 
Angela Pearce

Somers, Karen M

From: Amber Rau 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 12:10 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: So Menthol Cigarettes

To whom it may concern:
 I recently received a letter in the mail stating that the FDA is considering restricting,or banning 
menthol cigarettes. I would like to let you know that myself and my husband and 3 of my friends , I 
can provide names if needed,are all against this.
 First of all, everyone knows ALL cigarettes are bad for their health, So if you did decide to ban the 
menthol ones, it is not going to stop people from smoking, its just going to cause them to go to 
another brand, The 5 of us talked about this and if that is the case, we will just switch brands.We will 
not be happy,all of us smoke menthols, but we would just switch so it would not stop people from 
smoking if that is your intentions.Menthol cigarettes are just as bad as ANY type. It is just a 
prefrence.Or should I say a choice we having freedom to choose?!?! Why would you take away 
something so pointless? Why not instead of trying to take away Menthol Cigarettes, you do 
something more productive,like ban these drugs everyone is hooked on? I have read of so many 
people dying some meds doctors prescribe to them,put your time and effort into something better. 
Seriously ,MENTHOL CIGARETTES????? I choose to smoke them because they are something I 
like. Instead of that you could ban alcohol ,it cause more damage to people.Think about it, people 
drink and drive all the time,it not only effects the person drinking and ruins their livers,but it also 
effects the other people on the roads when that one or few dumb people think they are "ok" to drive! I 
choose to smoke , so i know im killing myself, but im not hurting anyone in the process,but 
myself.Drinking causes damage to that person and the people around them.Please ,im asking you, 
do not ban menthols,do something better with your time and ban alcohol! It would be more 
appreciated then menthols.Because people are still going to be smoking,so its not going to change 
anything other then taking them off the shelf! 

 Sincerely,
 Amber Rau,Justin Willits,Daniel Rau JR,Wendi Partlow,Chris Aldous,Paige Matissek,and Drew 
Matissek!

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Mike Edwards 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 11:50 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: concerning the new menthol law

Hi there. As I type this I am smoking a newport menthol 100. I want to let you know that I
enjoy menthol and its my cigarette of choice. The new law that bans menthol cigarettes 
should be just banning all cigarettes. But us smokers should all have a choice to smoke 
either regular or menthol. Theres times where I smoke regular non-menthol. Newport just 
released some that Im sure youre aware of.                                                
ALL smokers pay more than we should but we choose to. I believe this whole matter is about
a choice. We live a great country that gives us that choice to have a non-menthol or 
Newport menthol. PLEASE understand we know that cigarettes are bad for us. LOL. We just 
want to have this choice. Thanks for reading.                                          
Sincerely,                                   Mick Wells from 

      

Somers, Karen M

From: Emily Arnold 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 11:25 PM
To: TPSAC

Hi my name is Emily J Arnold and I have been smoking menthol for for 3 years. I would like to have a 
choice of what I would like to smoke. Thank you for you're time.

--Emily J Arnold

Somers, Karen M

From: Elizabeth Miller 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 10:52 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Please do not get rid of Menthol Cigarettes.

This is a message regarding the banning of Menthol Cigarettes. I think that this is a really silly idea.  
Menthol cigarettes are not any worse than regular cigarettes. Consumers should be able to have 
preference on weather or not they want menthol or non-menthol cigarettes. Yeah all cigarettes are 
bad for your health, but so is alcohol and almost everything else these days.  You can't even drink 
water cause it may cause cancer.  So I believe that this banning should be left alone and let people 
have a choice on what they smoke. If your gonna ban Menthol Cigarettes, then why don't you just 
ban all cigarettes.

(b) (6)

(b) 
(6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Danny Pigg 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 10:49 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigareetes

I would like to take a moment to express my protest over any banning of menthol 
cigarettes.  As a smoker I wish to maintain my right to choose the type of 
cigarettes that I smoke.

Daniel T Pigg

Somers, Karen M

From: sarah lemanski 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 9:53 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: I want menthol

I don't see what the difference is don't band menthol cigarettes ban them all.  I'm going to smoke 
menthol as long as they are around.  But I would like to make the choice my self. 

Somers, Karen M

From: AngelaFirst Name Gillis 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 7:51 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol ban

I believe that as a taxpaying ADULT I should have the right to smoke a menthol cigarette. 
I am intelligent person, I should have the right to way the consequences & make my own 
choices! Thank you for your time and the oppurtunity to voice my opinion.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 7:29 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: banding menthol cigarettes

There is no medical prove the menthol cigarettes are more harmful than any other cigarettes so leave menthol cigarettes 
alone!

Somers, Karen M

From: Elisa B 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 7:25 PM
To: TPSAC

dear sirs,

i have really sat back quietly while the government has been deciding
where i can smoke and when i can smoke.  i understand it is my choice
and i shouldn't impose it on others.  However, i am astonished to find
out that you are considering taking away menthol cigarettes.  now you
want to tell me what i can smoke!!!  DRAW THE LINE.  PICK ON THE
ALCHOLICS FOR A CHANGE.  plenty of damage is being done to families by
alchol and i don't see any studies about that. Maybe they should just
drink beer instead of hard liquor.  focus on that for a while and give
us smokers a little space.  my husband died from alcholism thirteen
years ago.  it affected my life and the lives of my three children.
study that for a while.
leave us smokers alone!!!

Somers, Karen M

From: Heather Roberts 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 6:56 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

To Whom It May Concern:
 
I am one of the many methol cigarette smokers and I'm very concerned about the new law that would 
allow the U.S. FDA to consider banning all menthol cigarettes. Menthol or non-menthol, a cigarette is 
a cigarette. Menthol is simply for smokers' taste choice and is just as harmful as a non-menthol 
cigarette. They have been around for so many years, why suddenly decide to ban them? I think this 
would hurt the economy and form underground market sales. Banning menthol may cause some 
people to quit, but i can guarantee you very few. We should have the right to chose what we would 
like to smoke. Please keep these thoughts in mind while making your decision.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: JOHN CARR 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 6:20 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: MENTHOL IN CIGARETTES

Caryn Cohen,

I do not consider menthol in cigarettes hazardous to my health.
I do consider fluoride in my drinking water a hazard to my health even though FDA has considers it 
safe for years. Pleas leave me the right to chose any legal product.

John E. Carr

Somers, Karen M

From: Joseph Grinnell 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 5:52 PM
To: TPSAC

       Restricting or banning all menthol products is a bunch of garbage. We as smokers should have 
our right to buy and smoke whatever cigarette brand we choose whether it be non menthol or 
menthol. Ive been smoking menthol cigarettes for almost 6 years. And now that i hear about this all i 
feel is an out rage. The majority of people that i know smoke menthol cigarettes. In closing. Leave it 
be and keep your FDA nose out of it and let us smokers smoke what we want when we want to. 

Somers, Karen M

From: Tyrone Sumpter 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 5:43 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol opinion

yes let me choose what i smoked. Alchol destroy families everyday. Restrict them!

      

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Gina Lauria 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 5:11 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban on menthol cigarettes

It's my right to smoke menthol as an American. I'm a adult and I  
willingly smoke menthol

Sent from my iPhone

Somers, Karen M

From: Veroniva Nelson 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 4:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Cc:
Subject: We as human being have the right to make our own choice.

Cigarettes are bad for people health period, but they should be able to smoke which brand they want 
and if it non-menthol or menthol. We as Americans do have our personal choice to use any legal 
product. Thank- You!

Somers, Karen M

From: nicole klatt 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 3:13 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol ban

My name is nicole marie klatt and i have been a menthol smoker for years. and i really am strongly 
opposed to the ban of menthol cigerettes. it is not fair at all. seriously if you go with the ban on 
menthol cigs thats like a slap in the face. us adults deserve the choice to smoke menthol if we so 
choose.  if you are going to ban menthol cigs than ban all tobacco. i fully understand the risks of 
menthol but you have no right to tell me i cant smoke menthol cigs. and how can you take menthol 
away and still leave non menthol cigs on the market. that makes no  sense since tobacco of any 
kind causes numerous health risks. i highly suggest you dont go through with this ridculous ban. so its 
ok for people to smoke cigs as long as they arent menthol? i think not!! so if you go through with this 
ban us menthol smokers are  and hve to smell and breath in cig smoke like a taunting saying 
haha i can smoke bc its not menthol. this ban must not go through or alot of menthol smokers will be 
angry as  

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Carol Day 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 2:57 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: banning mentol cigarettes

I am a smoker and i have been smoking menthol cigarettes for a very long time. With this ban that 
you are trying to do with menthol cigarettes i think is wrong. This is america and the land of the free. 
We have the right to make our own decisions on what we want to do. If you ban menthol there are 
going to be alot of angry people. Why take something that has been around for decades?? Why 
change a good thing?
Carol A Day

Somers, Karen M

From: Theresa Royal 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 2:45 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: KEEP MENTHOL CIGERETTES

It should be my choice of what cigs I can buy and smoke.
theresa royal

Somers, Karen M

From: Miranda Meredith 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 2:16 PM
To: TPSAC

I am a very satisfied menthol smoker! Im writing you in regards to you all wanting to BAN MENTHOL 
CIGARETTES. I thoroughly enjoy my newports especially, which is menthaol. I as an american 
citizen, should be able and have a right to make a personal choice to use any legal product such as a 
menthol brand. That's simply outrageous! Thats my or should be a tasters choice such as mine. 90% 
of all my close associations smoe menthol brands. I use to smoke non-menthol years ago and 
because of the fact that i had a tasters choice between menthol and non-menthol I overwhelmingly 
chose menthol. I then realized nearly every place i frequented, most smokers also smoke menthol 
even if im inside a store to buy my cigarettes, other patrons and customers were buying Menthol. 
Please dont consider restrictiong or banning menthol cigarettes. Please Dont! I speak for a lot of my 
friends and family from the state of 
 
Sincerely Yours,
Ginger Meredith

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) 
(6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Valerie Lear 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 2:14 PM
To: TPSAC; TPSAC
Subject: Ban on menthol cigarettes

As an American citizen I have the personal right to choose to smoke menthol cigarettes.  What is wrong with this country - 
you now beleive you can tell me what cigarettes I can or can not smoke? 
 
Sincerely, 
Valerie Lear 
 

Somers, Karen M

From: Angela Youmans 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 2:06 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

Dear  Caryn Cohen, M. S.
 
I do not believe that menthol in cigarettes is harmful. I do not know why there should even be a study 
on menthol cigarettes.  Where is the money coming from to pay you to do this study?  Hasn't 
President
Obama spent way too much of  our taxes since he has been in office?  There should be no 
restrictions on menthol cigarettes. Why should they be treated any different than regular cigarettes?  
Why does  the government want to control everything we do or eat? Every month the government is 
trying to take our freedom away. This is bad for you that is harmful to your health. Please do not put a 
ban or restrictions on menthol cigarettes. 
Thank you,
 
Angie
 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 1:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

I have been a smoker for many years and it's my choice to smoke it don't think it's fair for someone to control what you 
do. So please don't band menthol products

Somers, Karen M

From: Rick Potter 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 12:52 PM
To: TPSAC

My name is Stefanie and I have been smoking for 12 years. I don’t see why anybody has the right to ban 
menthol. It all kills us the same and its our choice as smokers on what we want to buy and put into our body. 
Not the goverenments choice. There are more important issues in the world to deal with other than menthol 
cigarettes. Are they gonna ban VICKS next????? They are nothing but a bunch of idiots that have nothing else 
better to do . My choice of cigarette is Newports and I will be   if if somebody tells me I have to change 
to a non‐menthol just because they say so. Im backing Newports company 110%. Please fight for our right to 
smoke menthols.
 
 
                                                                                Thank You,
                                                                                        Mrs. Stefanie Odom
                                                                                            

Somers, Karen M

From: Carol  Moye
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 12:30 PM
To: TPSAC

The science is clear and compelling. The best available scientific evidence demonstrates that 
menthol cigarettes have the same health effects as nonmenthol cigarettes. Menthol neither 
causes people to smoke, nor deters them from quitting. A menthol cigarette is just another 
cigarette — and should be treated no differently. Menthol cigarettes simply give adult smokers 
a taste choice.

PLEASE DO NOT BAN MENTHOL CIGARETTES!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 11:50 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

My name is christopher taschereau and i have been smoking newport 
menthol 100's for 6 years. I do no believe they are any more harmful 
that non-menthol cigarettes. The fda is trying to take away our right 
to choose. I know that cigarettes of any kind are bad for your body and 
can kill you, but that is my choice. Not the goverments or some 
scientists. If you ban menthol cigarettes that you would have to ban 
non-menthol alo cause they are just as bad. I know i am killing myself 
smoking but as i said before it is my choice not the goverments and i'm 
not worried about. Neither should anyone else. Menthol cigarettes of 
any brand should not be banned.

Somers, Karen M

From: Joan Schnur 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 7:37 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: keep menthol cigarettes 

Smoking may be a bad habit but to those that smoke it has a lot to do with taste.  And menthol is that 
taste for me.  Not every cigarette that is menthol has a good flavor but mine sure do. 
Would I like to quit why certainly. I have tried to cut down, smoke different cigarettes but what is most 
important is the taste that is left in my mouth. I keep going back to my favorite.
Keep menthol in cigarettes.\\
 
Joan Schnur

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 11:00 AM
To: TPSAC

I am writting this to tell you we should have the right to smoke a menthol if we choose! 
Its called freedom and its what makes america great!

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



168

Somers, Karen M

From: Thomasina Bell 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 10:34 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: OUR RIGHT TO SMOKE WHAT WE WANT

Dear Ms. Cohen:
 
I am writing in regards to the FDA considering restricting or banning all menthol cigarettes.  I believe 
America has got the message that smoking is absolutely bad for our health.  Personally, I feel we are 
getting our rights taken away to make personal choice to use legal products.  
 
I would like to continue to be able to make personal choices in America.  Banning or restricting 
menthol cigarettes is another step to taking away personal choice.

Your time and attention is appreciated.
 
Thomasina Bell

Somers, Karen M

From: Brandon Tarr 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 8:46 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: RE: potential ban of menthol cigarettes

I recently heard about the possibility of the FDA to ban menthol. What is that all about?? If yu are 
going to ban the chemical menthol, then you mide as well ban cigarettes all together. I am a menthol 
smoker, and I hate the "non menthol" brands of cigarettes. I only smoke menthol and feel that it would 
be discrmiminative if you singled out a certain cigarette just cause of what it has in it. There are alot of 
people that are addicted to that chemical, and if you some how do pull that off the market, there will 
be alot of people that are going to be very tense and srtung out from having withdrawls from not 
getting menthol. If you are not a smoker than you would obviously not know about the difference 
between menthol and non menthol. Just voicing my opinion, which is very, very similar to the 
majority's opinion. Thank you

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Stephanie Flores 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 8:21 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

It has come to my attention that the FDA is trying to ban menthol cigarettes. I am a menthol 
smoker of 18yrs. I understand that smoking is bad and there are health risks that come along but it 
is MY decision to smoke! They have banned smoking in public facilities, which is totally 
understandable but for the government to tell us what kind of cigarettes we can smoke is taking it to 
far!! I am against anyone telling me what I can and cannot smoke, whats next- monitoring what we 
decide to eat, clothes to wear, career to pick,how many kids we can have? My thought is this- It's 
my life and whatever choices or decisions I have to make should be up to me! What concern is it to 
the government/ FDA if I want to smoke a menthol cigarette? The ONLY PERSON IT'S HURTING IS 
ME!!!!!!!!! I am against the ban and wish you would just leave personal preference decisions up to the 
person! Thank you for the concern but really it's not your choice!!!

Thank you for listening,
 
Stephanie Flores 

 

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 6:56 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: do not ban methol cigarettes

It is up to the people to choose what they smoke.more and more people are stopping smoking let they rest who smoke do 
what they want it is our choice not yours.

Somers, Karen M

From: Zach Marchewka 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 6:26 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: KEEP MENTHOL CIGARETTES!!

What is this a communist country? If i want to smoke a menthol cigarette i think i have 
the  right! Are you going to ban types of alcohol with it? 
Because tobacco is tobacco just like alcohol is alcohol. If this is a free country, we have 
been warned of the harms of smoking. Yet I still choose to smoke. So do myself and my 
fellow smokers a favor and just stay out of it. Go ban something worth while, Instead of 
attacking smokers because you're bored. For heaven's sake! 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: rella hoffman 
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 4:17 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

I disagree.No ban on menthol cigarettes.

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 1:34 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: dont ban menthol cigerretes

its my choice to smoke and that is all I prefer is menthol i can understand raising the prices which i don't really agree with 
and not advertising it everywhere to try and discourage children from smoking but i really dont find it fair to ban menthol 
altogether 

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 12:49 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

   I certainly hope that my choice to smoke menthol cigarettes is not infringed upon.  I'm glad I'm old.  I do not 
envy the young.  They are   Menthol will be deemed a silly issue to be concerned with by 2020.  You will 
be worrying about far more important things then. 
        Seriously,
                          Fslunk 

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 7:17 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Multimedia message

Attachments:

   
 

I am a casual smoker and I enjoy menthol cigarettes I don't think it is right for you to tell me what kind 
of cigarettes I can smoke

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 12:11 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

To whom it may concern:
 
I understand that the FDA is currently performing scientific research in respect to menthol cigarettes, which upon 
completion, could result in the banning of these currently legal products.  I must tell you, this situation seriously irks me.  
I'm a college educated individual who completely understands the health risks associated with tobacco use and I don't 
really care if menthol cigarettes are more detrimental to my well-being than their menthol-free counterpart.  This is yet 
another example of an over-assertive government agency infringing on the rights granted to me through the U.S. 
Constitution.  And this is exactly why I'm an active Tea Party member.  Cigarettes are deeply engrained in the American 
experience as they have been for centuries, you folk are destroying another facet of the culture I love!
 
Deepest sincerity,
 
Brandon W. Gould

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 11:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

To Whom It May Concern;

I am expressing my opinion about your consideration of restricting or banning menthol 
cigarettes. If you are going to restrict smoking cigarettes, please don't just 
discrimanate on menthol, go ALL the way with it and ban all brands/type of cigarettes. I 
believe I have the right to stop smoking, and if and when I choose to, it shouldn't be 
because you decided to stop the distribution of menthod cigarettes. What happen to our 
rights as citizens? Don't we have a vote?

With all respect;

Maddy

P.S. I don't even smoke cigarettes

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Peaches washington  
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 10:18 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Newport Cigarettes

My name is Jessica Washington, an I smoke menthol cigarettes. I Dont think that you all 
should ban Menthol because it is something I enjoy  ... PLZ DNT BAN MENTHOLS!!! Any 
questions plz feel free to email me back! Thank you...

Jessica 

Somers, Karen M

From: andrea kirkton 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 10:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning of menthol cigarettes

To the panel of FDA scientists,

My name is Andrea Kirkton and I have been a smoker of Newport menthol cigarettes for two to three 
years. Today, january 29th, I received my coupons from Newport and enclosed was a letter stating 
that the FDA was proposing to ban all menthol cigarettes soon. I was shocked!! I believe smokers 
should have the right to choose what kind of cigarettes they smoke. Yes, I believe all smokers know 
the risks that they are taking by choosing to smoke. Non-menthol can kill you just as easily as a 
menthol cigarette can. Menthol cigarettes have been around for quite some time now. And they 
haven't been banned. So why now? If I want to smoke a menthol cigarette, I should have that right. I 
know the risks. I understand the long term effects.

I also believe if this ban of menthol cigarettes does pass, the FDA cannot completely eliminate the 
menthol cigarette. It'll be just like Prohibition. People will still want the menthol, so they will find a way 
to get them. The same with illegal drugs. People still find some way to smuggle them into the country 
and sell them.

And also, if this ban goes through, what other American right is in jeopardy??

This ban will just anger the American menthol smokers. In closing, please do not ban the menthol 
cigarette. The First Amendment is still in effect. Do not take away our rights as Americans.

Thank you for your time and consideration!!
Always,

Andrea E. Kirkton

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 9:13 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthol Cigarettes

 
I am opposed to the ban of menthol cigarettes.  I believe that if you ban menthol cigarettes then you should ban 
ALL CIGARETTES AND TOBACCO PRODUCTS.  Smoking is smoking.  We all know that none of them are good for 
us.  So why punish one group of tobacco users and not all of them?
 
Danielle Gudger

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 8:49 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Caren Cohen, M.S; Please dont

 Caren Cohen, M.S; Please dont restrict or ban all menthol cigarettes.

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 8:36 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Let ppl decide their self

I believe that each person has the right to choose whether or not they want to subject 
themselves to menthol cigarettes. The people deserve the right to smoke whichever flavor 
of cigarette they wish. They pay for them so why take the choice away from them? Yes they 
may be more harmful then regular cigarettes but the people choose that to smoke. Why just 
study menthol cigaretteS? Why not all the others? Give the people what they want, their 
menthols and a choice and right to smoke what they want.  Thanks for your time. 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Carrie Adams 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 8:22 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

We have the right as Human beings and as Americans to choose to smoke or use products that is 
Legal..!!!!!!

Sincerely,

Carrie Adams

Somers, Karen M

From: Donna Mccann 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 8:05 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: people should be able to choose

DEAR SIRS,   LEAVE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ALONE.  WE CAN MAKE OUR OWN CHOICES.

Somers, Karen M

From: Gerardo Piedra 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 7:49 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: MY RIGHTS..

I WOULD LIKE TO KEEP SMOKING MENTHOL CIGARETTES,I BELIEVE THAT AMERICANS 
HAVE A RIGHT TO MAKE A PERSONAL CHOICE TO USE ANY LEGAL PRODUCT,I BELIEVE IS 
ENOUGH WITH ALL THE TAXES AND CAMPAING AGAINST TO SMOKERS TO ALSO HAVE TO 
ACCEPT THAT THE FDA CHOICE WHAT I LIKE.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: T. Iannelli 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 7:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

Attachments:

DEAR GOVERNMENT,  JUST LEAVE THE MENTHOL ALONE, A CIGARETTE IS A CIGARETTE. I PUT MENTHOL AND 
NICOTINE IN MY LUNGS, MENTHOL ON MY ACHING JOINTS, MENTHOL ON MY CHEST FOR CONGESTION, THE 
KEY WORD HERE IS MY!!!!! WE THE PEOPLE, ARE ADULTS, KNOWINGLY PUTTING WHATEVER WE WANT INTO 
AND ONTO OUR OWN BODIES. SINCE WHEN DID AMERICA BECOME THE COUNTRY OF DICTATORSHIP? YOU 
ALREADY TAX US TO DEATH, HEALTHCARE PREMIUM US TO DEATH, GAS US TO DEATH, FORECLOSE US TO 
DEATH AND WORK US TO DEATH, WHAT'S A LITTLE MENTHOL? LEAVE IT ALONE, JUST THINK, IF ALL THE 
PEOPLE QUIT SMOKING, WHO WOULD PAY ALL THOSE EXTRA TAXES? WHAT WOULD ALL THE 
PULMONOLOGISTS AND CARDIOLOGISTS DO FOR INCOME? GO CHECK OUT THE BEEF, NOW THAT WOULD BE 
WORTHWHILE.   SERIOUS CONSUMER AND TAX PAYEROpen‐mouthed smile emoticon

Somers, Karen M

From: Judy Pigza 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 7:22 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Red

     I have been a cigarette user for some time and also a smoker of menthol cigarettes. I feel I deserve to choose what 
brand and type of cigarette I use. Smokers deserve the right to choose what cigarettes they purchase. When this right is 
taken away it will not be restored. Please do not take away this right. 

Somers, Karen M

From: Byron Steele 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 7:17 PM
To: TPSAC

Just leave my flavor of choice alone I do not feel you will find a reason  to ban it . The FDA must stay 
out people personal choice and so should scientist. You would think with unemployment so high the 
Government could spend that money with the poor than give it away for you to waste.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 6:59 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Right to Smoke Menthol Cigarettes

To Whom it may concern;
 
Menthol cigarettes should not be treated any different from non-menthol cigarettes. The main ingredient
 
in cigarettes that causes cancer is nicotine not menthol. If menthol cause health risk/death, what about 
 
the nicotine? If you plan on banning menthol cigarettes why not ban all cigarettes. Why should the 
 
menthols smokers have their freedom of choice taken away, while the non-mentol smokers continue to 
 
enjoy their freedom of choice.
 
 Personally do not like non-menthol cigarettes and think that the choice of use should be 
 
according to individual preference. Non-menthol cigarettes make feel sick. Many others do not like the taste
 
of non-menthol as many people do not like the taste of menthol. I think issue concerns the right to make a personal
 
 choice and banning menthol cigarettes takes away that right or imposes on the right to make that personal choice.
 
Please consider not banning menthol cigarettes.
 
Thanks in advance for your consideration in this matter,
 
Brenda L.Sims

Somers, Karen M

From: thomas smith 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 6:38 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: banning menthols

first of all i don't know why you would ban menthol's whats the difference between them and regular 
cigarette's you guys should ban alcohol from the alcoholics and leave us smokers alone drunken 
drivers kill people so please don't ban menthol cigarette's
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 6:32 PM
To: TPSAC

Please don't ban my menthol cigarettes.  
 
Thanks,
Gina Milner

Somers, Karen M

From: Jeremy Palmeri 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 6:19 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Why people smoke menthol cigs

Why because its our life choice along with every thing else we do. Some people perfer non 
menthols others like my self enjoy menthol it also surves as a good way to calm down your 
nervous when your having problems. Also if you where to band menthol you would cause many 
problems for menthol smokers and the econamy less money would be aquared by the goverment 
and possibly riots started because you think you have the right to tell us wht we can n 
can not enter in our own bodys.

Somers, Karen M

From: Verdell Jackson 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 5:52 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Attachments:  

I think that menthol cigarettes should not be banded.  I have smoked menthol cigarettes all my life 
since I started smoking.  Its the only cigarette that I will smoke.  I hate the taste of non-menthol 
cigarettes.  So please stop the ban on menthol cigarettes. I should be allowed to smoke the brand of 
cigarettes that I want to smoke and the brand that I want and love is Newport.  Thanks for your help in 
this matter.
 
Sincerely,
Verdell Jackson 
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 5:40 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

Please don't take away menthol as a choice for smokers. 
mith

Somers, Karen M

From: Joel Teder 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 5:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes !

Attachments:

To Whom It May Concern; My name is Joel Teder and I'm a menthol smoker,have been for some 40 years 
and I enjoy the menthol flavor I get from a cigarette,I've tried other non-menthols over the years and find 
that the non menthol cigarettes make my throat dry and my voice harsh,that's not from smoking, that's 
from the dryness from the cigarettes.I want to voice my opinion about this subject that I heard that menthol 
cigarettes will eventually be discontinued.There's nothing in a menthol cigarettes that is any more harmful 
than a non menthol cigarettes.I not a scientist but by observation I find that non menthol smokers have 
more throats problems than a menthol smoker. There's many other problems that the government should 
worry about like Alcohol, Drugs, STD ( sexually transmitted disease )etc, then the worry of weather my 
cigarettes contains menthol.Thank for your time............Sincerely  Joel

Somers, Karen M

From: Shane Oakley 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 5:29 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning of menthol cigarettes

My name is Shane Oakley and I recently received a letter from the company I purchase my cigarettes 
from explaining how the FDA is conducting a study on menthol cigarettes. I believe that as an 
American citizen I have the RIGHT to choose what cigarettes I want to smoke. After all this is " the 
land of the FREE and the home of the brave." I believe that banning menthol cigarettes goes 
against the liberties and the rights of the constituation and the bill of rights that our fore fathers laid 
out for generations to come. Laws such as the seat belt law is also something that goes against our 
freedoms but that is neither here nor there. This letter is being sent in response to the FDA tamerping 
with our freedoms. I along with many many other Americans oppose this study and will do everything 
im my power to stop the banning of my right of choice. Thank you for reading this letter and a 
response would greatly appricated. 
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                                                          Sincerely, 
                                                                 Shane Oakley 

Somers, Karen M

From: alannah darr 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 5:24 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

I see no reason for menthol cigaretters to be banned. its a persons choice to smoke. if you ban them, 
do you know how many people will be in protest about this. its a lose situation. if we want to spend 
our hard earned money on menthol let us. we worked for the money not you. banning them will not 
solve anything. just make more problems.

Somers, Karen M

From: Olk, Mary - Student 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 5:17 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

to whom it may concern
 
I am a user of newport menthol cigarettes. I do not like hearing that these cigarettes could be pulled off the market for 
use.  I understand that you have scientific methods in deciding your case, but you are wrong.  there is no way that you 
should be allowed to take these cigarettes out of the market. I am an American, who has rights, and my right is to smoke 
whatever brand of cigarette that i want.  It is not fair of you to think that menthol cigarettes are more harmful than any 
others.  It is not right of you to control our lives and you are doing this by contributing to the fact of what you think. Yes, 
its what you think, and I bet that you don't even smoke so you do not have any right to contribute to this cause.  you are 
being unfair and wrong.  you are trying to use politics to state your case, and not truth. We all know that this is a scam, 
that it is unjust and we will fight. O yes we will. that is why I am writing you this letter today.  I am fighting to smoke 
what kind of cigarette I want.  I know you would understand me more if you were in my shoes.  But apparently you are 
not. And that is why, we newport menthol smokers are banning together to fight for this unjustice brought against us. 
We are fighting for our rights as legal cigarette purchasers to be able to continue in smoking the cigs that we like.  I think 
this is wrong, and I will prove it, no matter at what costs.
 
thank you for your time
 
Sincerely 
 
Mary Olk
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Somers, Karen M

From: BRIDGETT THOMAS 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 5:17 PM
To: TPSAC; TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

I believe that everyone that smokes should have the choice of whether or not they want menthol.  I for one am glad that 
we have choices today.  Thanks.

 
Bridge 

Somers, Karen M

From: Peter Mooney [peter@titaniumfasteners.com]
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 5:16 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning menthol cigarettes is hypocritical

Cigarettes adversely affects your health, we all know that. If you are going to "protect the public 
health" ban ALL cigarettes. Choosing to ban a particular type is a waste of time and money.
The reality is that is you ban menthol cigarettes people will just switch to non-menthol or buy them 
overseas.
 
What have you accomplished besides losing tax revenue of the cigarettes purchased oversees?
 
I have read scientific studies that show that menthol smokers have less of a chance of adverse health 
effects than non-menthol smokers because they don't inhale as much. A short drag on a menthol 
cigarette satisfies the brain's pleasure center.
I have a suggestion which will save more lives and make the world a better place. Ban alcohol. More 
are ruined, maybe not fatally, but certainly the quality of life.
 
Doing a better job reviewing drug trials wouldn't hurt either.
 
Peter Mooney

--
Redmist Motorsports LLC
"The Finest in Fasteners"
FAX: 360-351-7320
Phone: 845-558-0125
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 5:10 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

my name is william tarzon and i am outraged due to the fact that the fda wants to ban menthol cigarettes. why does the 
fda care so much on what people are smoking the cigs are clearly marked as hazardous and it is the freedom of choice to 
smoke or not you are not banning alcohol which has killed a close friend of mine because of a drunk driver. but your so 
concerned about kids smoking this country is going to hell with all this government. i pay taxes to you to be controlled at 
every aspect? this is bull, fast food kills quicker then cigs and that processed garbage is ok to feed to kids it is also 
genetically engineered which is even worse.if i want to die from smoking its my own problem not yours, so if i jump off a 
bridge to die are you going to ban bridges? start a campaign to ban alcohol thats a much bigger problem than cigs.  

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 5:06 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthols

What ever happen to land of the free? This is crazy trying to ban menthol cigarettes. That
isn't right or fair to the menthol smokers. Beer whiskey ect that people drink an then 
decide to drive after they drink. An end up killing someone or them selfs. But I don't see
any one trying bann alcohol . The gov should be focusing more on that then cigarettes. I 
think your wrong for what your trying to do. An you all need to stop trying to control 
what flavor cigarettes we smoke. Stop picking on the little people.  
Sent from my BlackBerry® smartphone with Nextel Direct Connect

Somers, Karen M

From: susan adams 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 4:50 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Fwd: menthol cigarettes

Please the message below but I forgot to ad my Customer ID# -
susan adams

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: susan adams 
Date: Sat, Jan 29, 2011 at 1:47 PM
Subject: menthol cigarettes
To: TPSAC@fda.hhs.gov

I am using my right as a US Citizen to voice my concern of the you, the FDDA or whom ever that are 
trying to ban MENTHOL cigaretts. We all know smoking is bad for us but for those of us that do 
smoke we want the right to choose our personal choise including MENTHOL cigerrets. 
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Please do not ban the menthol or differenciate between the two.
 
 
Susan Adams

 

Somers, Karen M

From: susan adams 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 4:47 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

I am using my right as a US Citizen to voice my concern of the you, the FDDA or whom ever that are 
trying to ban MENTHOL cigaretts. We all know smoking is bad for us but for those of us that do 
smoke we want the right to choose our personal choise including MENTHOL cigerrets. 
 
Please do not ban the menthol or differenciate between the two.
 
 
Susan Adams

 

Somers, Karen M

From: Mark  Olson 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 3:53 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

I Do Not want to see a Ban Or any Legislation on the use of Menthol in cigarettes. I have been smoking  Menthol cigaretts 
for over 40 plus years, with no effects to my health to date. At age 60 I AM tired of all DO GOODERS trying to do what is 
best for Them. Thank You   Mark Olson 
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Somers, Karen M

From: James Steinbraker 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 4:06 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Thought about banning menthol cigs

To Whom it may concern,
   I personally have smoked since i was 18 and tried them when i was 17. Personally banning menthol 
cigarettes would not have stopped me from trying them and in Today's world will not stop millions of 
teens from trying them. I however do believe more restrictions should be put on cigarettes for teens 
who want to buy them. On the other hand adults will smoke whatever cigarette is available and i 
believe firmly that teens will too. I personally rather have menthol cigs with me being an adult but 
teens do not care what kind they get they just want a pack of cigarettes. Personally i , like a lot of 
other people do, use them for relaxing my nerves. But i understand the impact cigs can have on an 
individuals health but my doctors as i am sure other doctors will not write some americans like myself 
nerve pills to calm my nerves therefore i use menthol cigarettes to calm my nerves. This has been my 
opinion since i started smoking. I hope you will consider this in your study.

                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                         
Signed,
James A. Steinbraker

Somers, Karen M

From: star antwana 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 4:00 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Opinion

I am a valued newport smoker and i was wondering why would you want to ban menthol in 
cigarettes? Menthol is just like non-menthol, a flavor. If you ban menthol the consumers 
will spend less money on cigarettes, which means less money in your employers pockets. 
Would you like that to happen? I think not please reconsider your decision.

Thank you,
a valued smoker

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



184

Somers, Karen M

From: Fran Siegler 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 3:48 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthol Cigarettes

Gentlepersons,
 
I wanted to voice my concern regarding the possible banning of menthol cigarettes. I think this is unconstitutional. It is one 
thing to ban smoking in public places because that is potentially harmful to others. It is another thing to tell someone what 
kind of cigarettes they can smoke. If one choses to smoke (which is their right in this country), they should be able to 
decide what type of cigarettes they want to smoke. Smoking menthol cigarettes does not harm anyone else compared to 
regular cigarettes. This is outrageous that the government is even studying this. If someone wants to drink themselves to 
death, does the government step in? It is their choice. And drinking is far more harmful to others than smoking cigarettes.
 
I certainly hope you will take a hard look at not whether smoking menthol cigarettes should be banned, but what you are 
wasting taxpayers money on and how this will be just one more step toward taking people's rights away. I'm beginning to 
think we do not live in a democracy any longer.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frances Siegler

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 3:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Ban menthol cigarettes? Why not ban ALL cigarettes? You've already done that in 
virtually all public places, parks, cars, and some apartment dwellings. What I'd like to 
know is what are you going to do without all that money??? The taxes on cigarettes 
(like gasoline) are astronomical. You outlawed us from buying them over the internet or 
having them mailed from our favorite place. 
  I'm 60, and have been smoking since age 13---when they were not even harmful-ha! I 
suggest you find something better to do with your time & money. We're in the worst 
recession of all time. Find and create some jobs and get your nose out of our 
PERSONAL business. OR find someone else to pick on, like the people who live off of 
fast food & raise their children on it, so they can all be obese, and cost us even more 
money.
  As they say on ESPN, "Come on Man"! I'm quite sure a lot of people are employed in 
the tobacco business. Do you want to eliminate those jobs, too? I was under the 
impression that this is a free country. Now we have "Obamacare" , rising insurance 
rates because of it, and government agencies telling us how to live our lives. I thank 
God I'm old, and hopefully won't live to see the US turn into a dictatorship, and then 
dissolve. 
   Good Luck with all your bills! Make lots of money making us all unhappy!
    Sincerely, Lisa Gomez
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 3:06 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: (no subject)

I FEEL THAT THE FDA AND ALL U SCIENTIST ARE JERKS. HOW R U TRYING TO BAN MENTOL CIGARETTES. 
WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO THE GOOD OL U.S.A. BUT THEN I RELIZE THAT ALL U SCIENTISTS ARE MOST 
LIKELY FROM THRID WORLD COUNTRIES AND UR TRYING TO SABOTAGE AMERICANS FREE RITES. NOW PUT 
THAT IN UR PIPE N SMOKE IT 

Somers, Karen M

From: Deborah Rein 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 2:36 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthol Cigarettes

Gentlepersons,

I wanted to voice my concern regarding the possible banning of menthol cigarettes. I think this is 
unconstitutional. It is one thing to ban smoking in public places because that is potentially harmful to 
others. It is another thing to tell someone what kind of cigarettes they can smoke. If one choses to 
smoke (which is their right in this country), they should be able to decide what type of cigarettes they 
want to smoke. Smoking menthol cigarettes does not harm anyone else compared to regular 
cigarettes. This is outrageous that the government is even studying this. If someone wants to drink 
themselves to death, does the government step in? It is their choice. And drinking is far more harmful 
to others than smoking cigarettes.

Many years ago, I can remember my mother saying (who never smoked in her life), the government 
is taking away the people's rights when they banned smoking in certain areas. She said mark my 
word, it won't stop here, and it didn't. And things have escalated since then forcing people to wear 
seat belts, bike riders to wear helmets, etc. Those things don't harm anyone else but themselves. 
Wouldn't it be nice to let people decide for themselves whether they want to be safe or not? It 
shouldn't be up to anyone else.

I certainly hope you will take a hard look at not whether smoking menthol cigarettes should be 
banned, but what you are wasting taxpayers money on and how this will be just one more step toward 
taking people's rights away. I'm beginning to think we do not live in a democracy any longer.

Sincerely,

Deborah Rein
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Somers, Karen M

From: Tony Fowler 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 2:21 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Proposed Ban of Menthol Cigarettes

  Please do NOT ban menthol cigarettes in this country. There is no 
scientific evidence to support that menthol cigarettes are more harmful 
than non menthol cigarettes. A ban on menthol cigarettes would also 
encourage the black market sales of menthol cigarettes which would not 
be as effectively regulated and could potentially harm consumers. Please 
do NOT take away our freedom to choose what cigarettes we smoke. Thank you.
                                                                                    
Respectfully Yours,
                                                                                    Tony 
Fowler

                                                                          

Somers, Karen M

From: Heather Cooper 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 2:11 PM
To: TPSAC

I cant beleive you people are trying to take another thing away from the people in this country that 
pay for your paychecks. Alcohol kills just as many people as smoking does does but any person can 
walk into a store and pick 15 different flavors of vodka or gin. I smoke and I understand the health 
effects but I CHOOSE TO ANYWAY!!!!!!!!!!!!!! I smoke menthol and I dont care whether you say I can 
or not. I will do it anyway. Grow my own tobacco if I have to. The whole point of living in this country is 
to be able to choose. It is not you place to tell me whether I can smoke methol cigarettes or not. Get a 
life and do something about immigration 

Somers, Karen M

From: alan gatewood 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 2:09 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

Why are you trying to ban menthol cigarettes? We as americans have the right to choose what we 
say, buy, or do! You are trying to take that right and it is unconstitutional. Menthol cigarettes should 
be treated the same as non menthol cigarettes since in all it is a choice of the consumer using the 
product. 
thank you.
Alan R. Gatewood

                   

-- 
Alan R. Gatewood
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Somers, Karen M

From: Richard Yearkey 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 2:07 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: cigs

I have enjoyed menthol cigarettes for many years and i do not believe for one second that i should 
not have a choice on what i choose to  smoke . I have smoked for 35 years and have no health 
problems The government has no right telling me i cant smoke menthol 

Somers, Karen M

From: Dionne Maynor 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 2:07 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Whom it may concern  :

Hi my name is Ms. Maynor I'm 43 yrs. Old and please don't stop making menthol cigarettes because 
they make the newport cigarettes or any cigarettes that have menthol in it taste better . I have tried 
other cigarettes that didn't have menthol in it and it's very nasty with no taste and I throw it away . So I 
really need my menthol cigarettes and I 'm sure I speaks for everyone else that smokes menthol 
cigarettes too. If u stop making menthol cigarettes their will be a lot of people upset and u think theirs 
crime now wait till u stop making menthol cigarettes their will be more crimes in American , lots of 
people depends on their cigarettes a lot to cool their nerves down and u take that away u in trouble , 
so don't do even though we know their bad for over health we depend on them , I know I do , 
because they help me out a lot even when I don't need them , and menthols help me cool my nerves 
down when I'm upset and u take that away from me I will be upset and mad a lot and I'm not ready to 
quit yet . So please don't stop making menthol cigarettes , please. Because I Love My Newport 
Menthol Cigarettes . And P.S. U will lose a lot of money if u stop selling menthol cigarettes and I know 
u don't want that to happen. Because their are Billion and Billoins of people smoke menthol cigarettes 
. And they depend on them to taste good and better. 

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 2:07 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

My name is James C. Stover.  I am 34 years old and enjoy Newport cigarettes.  When I heard the fda hired scientist and 
is thinking about banning menthol cigarettes, I thought my source was kidding me.  I'm not a heavy smoker.  I might only 
enjoy two cigarettes a day.  Smoking to me isn't an addictive issue it's just an enjoyment, kind of like someone haveing a 
glass of wine or beer at diner.  Anything can be addicting if you do to much of it, like even eating.  Menthol is not what is 
keeping me smoking, it's the relaxing feeling afterwards.  I guess I'll just switch to a non-menthol cigarette then.  This is a 
ridiculous argument about wheather they should ban menthol or not.  This is why our government is dead broke and is 
trillions of dollars in debt.  We could be using the scientist that is doing this study on something way more important.   
Maybe we should do a study on sugar in candy.  I know my son loves candy,  I wonder if it has anything to do with the 
sugar in it that taste so good?  Maybe the fda should do a study on that and waste some more money.  Common sense 
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will tell you menthol in cigarettes just make them taste different, not a necessity.
 
Thanks for listening,
James C. Stover

Somers, Karen M

From: Mark Lillge 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 2:05 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Enough Government intervention on my freedom of choice

Importance: High

I understand the government is now investigating banning menthol cigarettes. Enough government intervention!

 

Stop wasting our taxpayer money and find us jobs instead, cut out all the foreign aid we give away everyday and use it to 
strengthen our country instead.

 

Don’t ban menthol cigarettes. There is too much government intervention in our lives already. Leave us alone for awhile 
and go solve the economic crisis so we can find jobs, balance the budget instead.

 

Mark Lillge

 

Note: If you do forward this correspondence, PLEASE delete the forwarding history, which includes my email address! It is a courtesy to me and others 
who may not wish to have their email addresses sent all over the world!  Erasing the history helps prevent Spammers from mining addresses and 
viruses from being propagated.
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Somers, Karen M

From: BILL TROST 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 2:04 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Newport Menthol

Hi,
 
Please do not ban the Newport Menthol cigarettes.
 
This is not a fair assessment on your part. 
 
I have been smoking for a very long time. Put up with your raising prices and 
it has put a dent in my income. 
 
Why don’t you ban menthol marijuana instead or the soda/liquid form.
 
Thank you,

Bill Trost

Somers, Karen M

From: Julie 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 1:57 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning menthol cigs

I am a smoker, and believe it is my right to choose what cigarrette I wish to smoke. Im a 
responsible adult, able to make a decision all on my own. If you take away that right your 
violating the constitution.

julie���.a�h�8�y� ���a�h�Ƣ������z�l�����^rب���wa�� �f��&���(

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



190

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 1:57 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Ban

The science is clear and compelling. The best available scientific evidence 
demonstrates that menthol cigarettes have the same health effects as non 
menthol cigarettes. Menthol neither causes people to smoke, nor deters them 
from quitting. A menthol cigarette is just another cigarette — and should be 
treated no differently. Menthol cigarettes simply give adult smokers a taste 
choice. I want to keep my menthol.

Somers, Karen M

From: Paula Whalen 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 12:40 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

Dear Sir/Madam:
 
I am writing in regards to banning menthol cigarettes.  I am a menthol smoker by choice and 
preference.  I was under the impression that we lived in a free country here in the USA.  However, it's 
apparent that some of us are not allowed our right to choose.  We as smokers have been put out in 
the cold and we went quietly; we constantly endure high prices and we pay them; we constantly are 
subjected to ads and tv commercials which in my opinion are in bad taste and we permit them.
 
First, there are far more dangers in this world today than cigarettes that our government needs to get 
a handle on; i.e. guns in the hands of young people who are killing each other and everyone they can 
on a daily basis.
 
Second, alcohol is the basis of more deaths far more than cigarettes.  A cigarette doesn't run down 
the street killing people, drunk driver do!  Does alcohol not cause deadly to the liver, heart, and other 
organs?  Why then don't you ban alcohol?  I think we know the answer to that.
 
Third, there is no concrete proof that second hand smoke causes all the damage as constantly 
pushed at us.  We know for a fact that alcoholism causes devastation to entire families.
 
 
I think it's time the Government cut us some slack as smokers, and spend our tax money on more 
important issues.  Oh, yes, we are tax payers too!  It's one thing to ban our smoking in public places, 
subject us to ugly tv commercials, and force us to continue to pay higher prices; but now you go too 
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far when you take away yet another RIGHT to choose!
 
Please concentrate on stopping youth from killing people with illegal guns and alcohol related crimes 
and deaths; and leave us smokers alone for a change.  Remember, we have right too!!
 
Sincerely,
 

Paula Whalen
  

Somers, Karen M

From: Fatima Carter 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 12:03 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Ciggarette Ban

Please give legal smokers the right to choose the brand and strength they want to 
smoke. The decision should be not to ban menthol, but to let the legal adult 
smoker decide what they want.
Thanks,
Tim Reaves

Somers, Karen M

From: Fatima Carter 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 11:57 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: The ban on menthol ciggarettes

To Whom It May Concern,
   I am a monthol smoker who feels like the banning of menthol ciggarettes is taking away my choice 
to chose what type of ciggarettes I prefer to smoke. I also believe that legal smokers have a right to 
make a personal choice to use any legal product of their liking.
 
Thank you,
Fatima Carter
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Somers, Karen M

From: david sellers 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 11:46 AM
To: TPSAC
Cc:
Subject: menthol

Dear Newport-Lorillard,

               I have been a smoker for over 10 years now. I started on 
Newports and have always enjoyed their flavor, and products.  When I use to 
work at a smoke shop half of the sales came from Newports or other menthol 
choices. I agree with tthe fact that we as Americans can and should have the 
right to pick and choose what type of cigarette they want. It should not 
have to be made for them. There are already too many taxes and rules now to 
"protect" non-smokers.  If I'am paying upto 10 dollars a pack, it better be 
the kind I choose, which are menthol for me. Thank you for your time and 
concern.
                                                                             
 Sincerly,
                                                                             
          Cortney Sellers 

-----
No virus found in this message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
Version: 10.0.1204 / Virus Database: 1435/3410 - Release Date: 01/29/11

Somers, Karen M

From: C.F.Cascaddan 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 8:50 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Studies

I understand from news sources that there is a study ongoing into the
deleterious effects of menthol added to cigarette tobacco.

As a long-term menthol cigarette smoker, I'd appreciate a source or
reference to see the study's results when it is published.

I'm a simple citizen and I indulge in many health-threatening activities.
There's a degree of risk in most activities including climbing out of bed on
a daily basis. I believe that informed personal choice, NOT government rules
and regulations should limit an adults choices. When the results of this
study are known, I'd ask that the FDA please remember the over-arching basis
for the foundation of our country: personal choice. Please don't remove
another choice from the market.

Thank you.

ully:
 Carl F. Cascaddan, 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 3:23 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Newport the dangers of menthol  cigarettes

Hi, I am a long time newport cigarette consumer.the lorillard tobacco company has sent me a letter 
pleading with me to contact you as a newport lover in there favor too plead with you not to ban 
menthol cigarettes, they say they are fighting for my right to smoke what I want, I must agree that I 
want that right but I don't agree that they are fighting for my rights , they are fighting for there profit 
and making money off getting people addicted to there product but I'm sure they don't pay any 
hospital bills or funeral costs.newport cigarettes make your lungs bleed and truly are worse than 
regular cigarettes, do the right thing fellas ,save future lives.ban newports.     

Sincerely,
                  Ashley dockery

Somers, Karen M

From: kristen cossette 
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 12:42 AM
To: TPSAC

please do not take away newports they are the only ciggs i smoke and enjoy. i know alot of people 
that smoke newports and thats all they will smoke no matter the cost.

thank you for your time 

(b) (6)
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In accordance with 21 CFR 20.10, the above word has been deleted.

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 12:35 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

I smke newports and I belive americans deserve 2 smoke we flavor cig they want 
Sent on the Sprint® Now Network from my BlackBerry®

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: salina guy 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 11:19 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: My thoughts on your ban of menthol cigarettes...

Dear FDA,
So I hear today that you are planning on banning Menthol Cigarettes.....(this will be short n sweet)!!!
What about the ban of grape, strawberry,maui boui, etc BLUNT WRAPS??? They entice youngsters 
to smoke pot! It's such a great product that you get the taste of grapes with the wrapped blunt.
I AM AN AMERICAN CITIZEN!!! YOU WILL NOT TAKE AWAY MY FREEDOM TO CHOOSE!!! I'M 
GONNA GO SEARCH THE NET AND SEE HOW EGYPT STARTED IT'S REVOLUTION.....OH 
FACEBOOK....HERE I GO!
You should be ashamed for discriminating! If your going to ban one, ban them all! Play fair!
Salinaguy

Somers, Karen M

From: Roger W Reload Computers
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 11:09 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: NO MENTHOL BAN!!!

It is our american rights to free market, the government is just trying to collapse these companies further. and 
this is a blunt showing of the abuse of power the government displays, then calls us th land of the free. ther 
countries laugh at us for reasons like this. Politicians protesting against things for the NLY purpose of winning a 
particular Parties vote. this is disgracefull

Somers, Karen M

From: Jaclyn Steward 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 10:08 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Frankly, smokers are tired of being ostracized by the government. We're fed 
up with the tax hikes and smoking bans. Menthols are no worse than non-
menthols. This isn't a government issue at all. I think banning menthol 
cigarettes will be a mistake the government will end up regretting. Thank 
you. Sincerely, Jaclyn Steward  

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Patricia Saunders 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 9:59 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Concerned Menthol Smoker

To whom it may concern, 
 
Like many other Americans, I feel menthol cigarettes should not be treated any differently by the FDA 
than non-menthol cigarettes.  I also believe Americans have a right to make a personal choice to use 
any legal product.
 
Concerned citizen, 
Patricia Saunders     

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 8:45 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Regarding  Menthol Cigarettes

Dear Sir,

I smoke Menthol cigarettes and that is by my own choice.  I find it annoying when some people try to 
sue the Tobacco Companies because they have emphasima or related problems.  It is not the 
Government who is putting the cigarettes in their mouths, clearly it is the purchaser who is doing this 
and then to make "quick cash" from the Government when the Government never purchased their 
cigarettes, light it up and forced them to smoke menthol cigarettes.

I smoke because I choose to.  If anything down the road happens to me, the Government will have 
absolutely nothing to do with my smoking problems. I'm the one that buys them, I'm the one who 
smokes them and lights them up.

Believe me when I say that the majority of people who smoke menthol cigarettes are solely by their 
choice and will never press charges for anybody's health problems or demise.  I might be the only 
person who has emailed my thoughts to you but I hope you take what I've written and think twice 
about your impending decision.

Sincerely,

Lori DeBord

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Andre Smith 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 7:19 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: To those who choose to limit my rights

Attachments:

I am writing to voice my concern that the possibility of my choices to smoke what 
ever cigarettes i desire.  I personally will not be deterred one way or the other if a ban is forced upon 
my right to smoke menthol or regular cigarettes, that said i prefer menthol and as long as they are 
legal that would be my choice.  If your governing body chooses to take that right away from me, i'll 
just learn to like regular cigarettes.  Hopefully, i will summon the will to finally quit but until that day i 
feel it should be my decision to have choices in my life, all be them bad ones, until such time as i can 
overcome them.

Respectfully yours,
A.S.  

    

TV dinner still cooling?
Check out "Tonight's Picks" on Yahoo! TV.

Somers, Karen M

From: Barb Carrier 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 7:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning menthol

It is unfair that the federal government now wants to regulate a product that I enjoy and 
as of right now is legal. If you think it is unsafe show me the data and let me decide. 
That is what makes us adults and Americans...freedom to make choices.
Barbara Carrier
Citizen and smoker

Sent from my iPod

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Al Sajdak 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 6:50 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: MENTHOL CIGARETTES

I STRONGLY DISAGREE WITH THE BAN ON MENTHOL CIGARETTES.  AS FAR AS THE 
GOVERMNET,  PROTECT MY BORDERS, YEAH RIGHT, ESTABLISH A SET OF WEIGHTS AND 
MEASURMENTS, AND MAINTAIN THE ROADS,  BUT GET OFF MY  BACK

 

Allan A. Sajdak

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 6:27 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

I just learned of your panel to research menthol. I would like to ask why the FDA would think they have the right to ban 
menthol. Cigarettes are bad as we all know but, it is a personal decision to smoke menthol or non menthol. Just as it is a 
personal decision to eat red meat instead of chicken or fish which is suppose to be better. There are many choices in life 
that concern things are better or worse for each person. I feel that if cigarettes are still legal to smoke it should be up to 
the individual to make a choice to smoke or not smoke and the FDA cannot tell people how to lead their live's. The FDA 
does many fine things concerning the welfare of Americans but we are The United States of America and we are free and 
that is what separates us from the communist countries, the right to make our own choices. 
        Please reconsider trying to ban menthol as it is an infringement on our right's.
                                                                                  
                                                                                         Robert W. Parfitt
                                                                                          

Somers, Karen M

From: Heather H 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 6:16 PM
To: TPSAC

how can u ban one type of cigarettes and not all. Just because we prefer menthol,doesnt make them 
any more deadly than a regular cigarette nor does it make them any worse than non filters. I do not 
see you banning those.
 
I am an adult and this is my choice. I choose those because I prefer the taste to the others.

(b) (6)
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In accordance with 21 CFR 20.10, the above word has been deleted.
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Somers, Karen M

From: Doreen Hardy 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 5:39 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: No to banning menthol cigarettes

Please don’t ban menthol cigarettes.  Why ban one without banning cigarettes altogether?  If you 
can’t ban ALL cigarettes leave the menthols ALONE!!  Thank You, Sincerely Wanda Wills

Somers, Karen M

From: Lisa Smithson 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 5:06 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol study

My name is Lisa and I smoke menthol cigarettes. I believe in the freedom to smoke. I hope you do not 
ban menthol cigarettes.
 
Lisa Smithson

  _____  

Finding fabulous fares is fun.
Let Yahoo! FareChase search your favorite travel sites to find flight and hotel bargains.

Somers, Karen M

From: Katelyn Marshall 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 5:04 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: In My Opinion!

To whom it may concern:

I am a menthol cigarette smoker. In my opinion if people want to smoke menthol cigarettes that is 
their choice and that choice should not be taken away from them. I have been smoking menthol 
cigarettes the whole time that I have been smoking. There is no other type cigarette that I smoke. It is 
our right to choose if and what we want to smoke. I do not want menthol cigarettes to be banned. If I 
am going to stop smoking, I want it to be because I chose to stop. Not because I was forced to stop. I 
will be very unpleased with the FDA if they do decide to ban Menthol cigarettes. It is our right to make 
the choice and no one else's. There are millions of menthol cigarette smokers around the world and if 
the FDA bans them, then there will be a lot of people upset by that choice. I am not sure that will be a 
good thing for the FDA. It is my right to decide if I want to smoke a menthol cigarette, it is not the 
government's right to make that decision for me. Please take into consideration the millions of people 
that will be affected by the choice. And from my own perspective, they will not be happy about 
Menthol Cigarettes being banned. I know I will be VERY UPSET!

Sincerely, 
Katelyn M. 

(b) (6)
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(b) (6)
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Newport Smoker

  _____  

It's here! Your new message!
Get new email alerts with the free Yahoo! Toolbar.

Somers, Karen M

From: Denise O'Brien 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 4:37 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

Attachments:

Click Me!
To Whom this May Concern,
 
As an adult over the age of 18,21, 25 and 26,27, whatever, the legal age
May be as of this writing (because the government can't decide), I would
Like to inform you that I have been a smoker for numerous years.
I applaud the fact that prevention education is being made, however for
The adults over the age of 30 that have chosen to smoke, please leave
Our cigarettes alone. 
 
I prefer my menthol cigarettes over non-menthol, and it is my right to be
Able to smoke a cigarette of choice. 
 
If you want to tax something tax liquor, I don't drink , and I don't think that
It is fair that a pack of cigarettes cost over 5.00 and you can purchase a 
Six pack of beer for 2.99. 
I have never been in an accident because of smoking, I have never killed
Someone because I had smoked a pack of cigarettes, and I have never
Been arrested for buying someone under the legal age anything, or been
Ticketed for smoking and driving.
 
When will liquor and beer become taxed to the max ?? 
Society should not allow social drinking, it is far more dangerous and
Leads to our children thinking that drinking is okay, it is far more addictive,
(AA) is there for a reason, and in my honest opinion, People that drink are
More likely to try narcotics, and other items to get the high that drinking 
Gives them.
 
Sincerely, 
K Haghanipour 
(a smoker not a drinker) 
 
FREE Animations for your email - by IncrediMail! Click Here!

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Jim Reed 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 4:23 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigaretts

It is my constitutional right to smoke tobacco of my choice. Menthol has nothing to do with it. Menthol 
is legal ! Menthol has been allowed for over 80 years what is the difference now? I have been 
smoking menthol cigarettes for almost 55 years. I had a chest X-ray, requested by my VA Doctor last 
year, they found nothing wrong. Menthol is just a flavor, it has nothing to do with something illegal. Do 
not ban menthol cigarettes!
 
 
                                                                                                                                                James 
Reed
                                                                                                                                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: BOB 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 3:52 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

keep menthol cigarettes on the market.
thank you !

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 3:45 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: bann

I only smoke Newport cigarette if you ban menthol cigareetes that would 
be my personal brand. Is there any new scientific data that says 
menthol cigarettes are more harmful then any other chewing tabacco 
cigars or non menthol cigarettes?

Somers, Karen M

From: Rebecca Johnson 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 2:36 PM
To: TPSAC

I am sending this email to let you know that i smoke menthol cigarettes and dont feel they do any 
more harm than regular cigarettes and i just think if you are going to ban one flavor you should ban 
them all or just leave us menthol smokers alone to smoke what we want to smoke. I am not on any 
goverment aide nor do I depend on them for anything and I think that it is a chioce I should be able to 
make about my own health considering I pay for all my healthcare directly. Thank You 

Somers, Karen M

From: Scott Towler 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 2:15 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

I think you have harmed my life enough by doing these things. I like menthol and it is used in many 
medical and food products but you are only picking on smoking. Can we say agenda
I will smoke either way and you already took away. Every other flavor under false pretense of kid 
targeting. I am an 48. Year old adult. Please imagine if government took away some item you like, 
would you want targeted agendas used against you  

From: SCOTT TOWLER
Via mobile mail

(b) (6)
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(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Leanna Miller 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 2:08 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: BANNING OF MENTHOL CIGARETTES

It is being told that the FDA is considering banning menthol cigarettes as a health conscienous act for 
US citizens.  THIS SHOULD BE THE CHOICE MADE BY AN INDIVIDUAL TO WHAT TYPE OF 
CIGARETTES THEY SMOKE; IF THEY SMOKE!!!
 
YOU ARE SLOWLY TAKING AWAY OUR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS TO WHAT WE DO AND 
NOT DO WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF LEGALITY!!!
 
I am an adult smoker at 55 years of age and I choose to smoke mental cigarettes versus regular 
cigarettes because the taste is so much better and satisfying.  Although my respiratory system may 
be much better off if I chose not to smoke, it is still my right to choose what I want to smoke and not 
the Federal Government!!!  You have no right to interfere with the ype of cigarette a person smokes; 
let alone, if they smoke. 
 
Instead, you might want to concentrate more on alcoholic beverages and the pitfalls of what alcohol 
can do to people who "over-drink" and innocent victims of these "over-drinkers"!!!
 
Stay away from messing with each individual's choice to smoke menthol or non-menthol cigatettes!!!  
Menthol was made by the hands of GOD and does no additional harm to the body.  In fact, it is 
medicinal and is used in many types of medicines interally and topically (i.e., cough drops, vicks 
vapor rub, and numerous pain medicines, etc.).  THERE IS NOTHING HARMFUL ABOUT 
METHOL!!!
 
It is time for the FDA to concentrate on other issues such as medicines with numerous "side-effects" 
that are killing people instead of worrying about the money they make from pharmaceutical 
companies for allowing such medications to continue to be on the market for sale!!!  wHY MESS 
WITH CIGARETTES ANYMORE THAN YOU ALREADY HAVE?!!!
 
LEAVE MENTHOL CIGARETTES ALONE!!!  THEY TASTE BETTER THAN NON-MENTHOL 
CIGARETTES AND WE LIKE THEM!!!
 

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Foran, Barbara L 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 2:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

 

Why don’t you just tell everyone to stop breathing – this is ridiculous – the earth is polluted – you are 
just trying to justify your salaries with more and more studies--

Somers, Karen M

From: Gerald Jackson 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 1:13 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: my opinion

I think that banning menthol cigs is a bad idea because there is no proof that they are 
worse for you or your health. The gov should not get involved in this and just let us 
enjoy our menthol cigs or people will find ways to get it

 
____________________________________________________________________________________
It's here! Your new message!  
Get new email alerts with the free Yahoo! Toolbar.
http://tools.search.yahoo.com/toolbar/features/mail/

Somers, Karen M

From: Sandy Smith 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 1:09 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban

Attachments: --sponsored--cityskyline_b.jpg
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Somers, Karen M

From: Lynette Brooks 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 12:18 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

Dear Sir/Madams:

I feel, I should not be told what I can and can not smoke. I pay for my own health 
insurance.  I pay my own co-pays, and deductibles.  

This is America; I should be allowed to make my own choice. That is what 
FREDOM is all about.

 

Thank you 

 

Confidentiality Notice:  This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) 
and may contain confidential and privileged information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is 
prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the 
original message

Somers, Karen M

From: Crystal Scott 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 11:15 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: MENRHOL CIGARETTES

IF YOU ARE GONNA  BAN CIGARETTES THEN YOU SHOULD BAN THEM ALL. THERE ISN'T 1 
CERTAIN TYPE OR FLAVOR OF CIGARETTES THAT IS HEALTHY FOR ANYONE.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Tish 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 10:29 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

I recently heard that they are considering banning all menthol cigarettes.  I believe consumers should have a choice to 
use any legal product which includes menthol cigarettes.  Hopefully the ban will not go into effect.  Thank you for your 
time.
 
Letitia- Newport100bx smoker

Somers, Karen M

From: Deb Seibel 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 10:38 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

I have been a smoker for many years now and I am disgusted with the federal and state governments telling me what is 
good and bad for me. I run a tavern and now we can’t smoke in it  I pay taxes on this place every month. I quit 
selling cigarettes because of the ban. Why should I give the city a $100 license fee to sell cig’s when you can’t smoke 
them in here! This government was made by tobacco farmers and all you people want to do is lose more revenue, you 
don’t give a  about people smoking, it’s how much tax money you can get out of them.

 

LEAVE THE MENTHOL CIGARETTES ALONE!!!  

 

 

Debra Seibel

 

 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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In accordance with 21 CFR 20.10, the above words have been deleted.
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 10:06 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Newport's.

I love my Newport's.  I usually only smoke once or twice a week, or when i'm out at a bar, but I would 
hate to see my Newport's go away.

Somers, Karen M

From: Meagan East 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 8:39 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Hello, my name is Meagan and I have been smoking for 15yrs. I have smoked Newport menthols for about 10 yrs now, I 
recently did quit and have never felt better!!! I don't feel a ban on menthol cigarettes will solve the smoking problem. Yes, 
they do have more chemicals( I think) than regular cigarettes but the overall problem isn't with them theirselves but with 
cigarettes as a whole. I know my little couple lines here aren't really a blip on your radar so to speak but i thought I would 
share with you that maybe we should try to ban all cigarettes not just menthol. 
                                                                        Thank You, 
                                                                                Meagan East 
 

Somers, Karen M

From: Ciofani, Mary 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 7:24 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthol Cigarettes

Attachments: image001.gif

I have been advised that you are considering banning menthol cigarettes.  Isn’t it bad enough you’ve 
taken away most of our rights as smokers already?  We pay a small fortune for the privilege to 
smoke, which is OUR choice – and now removing menthol from the market is a possibility.  I 
understand the grave danger of 2nd hand smoke, so I am a polite smoker and do not smoke around 
non-smokers, animals, babies – and I smoke outside.  Regardless of what you smoke, it is bad for 
you and I realize this, but here in AMERICA – shouldn’t we have a choice in which type of cigarette 
we’d like to smoke?  Enough is enough already.

 

Thank you for listening to one tiny voice in the U.S. of A.

 

Mary M. Ciofani

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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(b) (6)
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IMPORTANT NOTICE:  The preceding message may be confidential.  It is not intended for 
transmission to, or receipt by, any unauthorized persons.  If you believe that it has been sent to you in 
error, do not read it.  Please reply to the sender that you have received the message in error.  Then 
destroy it.  Thank you

 

Somers, Karen M

From: Debbie Dodson 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 4:24 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol BAN

I WOULD like to say I love my menthol cigs! smoking is smoking it all kills

Somers, Karen M

From: Mickey Garcia 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 3:11 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: banning menthol cigarettes

 I feel like I as an American citizen have the right to voice my opinion on the banning on menthol 
cigarettes. It is also any Americans right to choose what brand they want on any legal product they 
wish to purchase. If there is not any supporting evidence proving menthol cigarettes to be harmful to 
us then why is there such an issue? The Banning on the menthol cigarette would only lead Americans 
to illegally purchase them. It would become yet another victimless crime. It is all nonsense to me and 
a just another way for the government to control us.  What is the difference between the menthol and 
the non menthol? All cigarettes are bad. Everyone who smokes is well aware of the hazards in 
smoking.  If menthol cigarettes were banned many Americans would find another way to buy them 
and or sell them. It would be turning innocent Americans into bad people because they want to smoke 
what has been legal to them their entire lives. There are already a ton of victimless crimes out there 
that are being taken way to seriously and there is not enough room for another. The government 

(b) (6)
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(b) (6)
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should be cracking down on the more serious crimes instead of trying to put all these silly ones out 
there. Citizens from other countries see us as the land of the free and our National Anthem clearly 
states we are the “Land of the Free , Home of the Brave” Yet we are not even free enough to choose 
what type of cigarette we wish to smoke. Everyone who sees us as free and brave is clearly misled. 
All Americans are controlled like robots and it is NOT fair to us. Give us our rights! I am sure many 
Americans wish for more rights and every time we turn our head we get more and more of them taken 
from us. What is next?.. Are you going to tell us the only Ground Beef we can buy is the 93/7? The 
only Kind of coffee we can drink is decaf? This whole situation is really silly and I hope it does not 
result in menthol cigarettes be taken away from many American citizen who have the right to do what 
they want when it comes to legal products because it is clearly going to be an issue.  
 
 
                                                                                                                             Thank you , 
                                                                                                                                Micaela Garcia 
                                                                                                                                   

    

It's here! Your new message!
Get new email alerts with the free Yahoo! Toolbar.

Somers, Karen M

From: Kristen 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 2:12 AM
To: TPSAC

Please do not eliminate menthol cigarettes. I enjoy smoking newports. If we want to kill ourselves, then let us do it. Let us 
live life and enjoy ourselves. If your are going to eliminate menthol then you might as well take them all. Theres no reason 
to do that...its just stupid. 

Somers, Karen M

From: Monir Obaid 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 2:00 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Hello!

hi my name is monir obaid and i don't agree that they ban menthol cigarettes Thanks :)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



16

Somers, Karen M

From: Jose Gonzalez 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 11:17 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: The right to smoke what we want

Im 26 and been smokeing for a long time. I think if I want to smoke a menthol cigarette its my choice, 
just like its my choice to quit. I choose not too quit and I also choose to smoke menthol cigarettes. I 
love menthol cigarette, if I choose to eat red meat it my choice. Yes I know that its bad for me but 
that's my choice. Rhats why I think you should not try to ban the cigarettes that I love.  

Somers, Karen M

From: Tim Pappas 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 11:11 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Mentions must remain legal

To ban menthol cigarettes would be a significant blow to the civil liberties our nation 
cherishes. The Founding Fathers would be appalled by such a ban. Menthols are the 
cigarette of choice for me and a significant amount of American smokers. It would be 
preposterous to eliminate this important source of tax revenue. We don't want this 
business to go to the black market, because the demand will still be there no matter what.
Please be libertarians when considering the establishment of such a draconian and 
totalitarian policy. 

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 10:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Ciggarettes

To whom is may concern,
 
    My name is Jessica Giles and I live in . I am writing to you today on the new law that will consider restricting 
or banning menthol cigarettes.
 
    This is absolutely ridiculous!!! First taxes on cigarettes and now this !?! It is legal to smoke and we as smokers are not 
doing ANYTHING wrong. Non menthol cigarettes are JUST AS HARMFULL to your health as menthol. It is just a flavor. I 
believe that none of you are smokers and have no idea the difference. The government is trying to control our lives in any 
way possible.
     Most smokers are middle class citizens who work hard everyday just to get by because of the rising cost in ,well, 
everything! It is our decision that we want to smoke. Also our decision to smoke menthol. I know that smoking is bad for 
your health and any smoker you will ask will say the same, but on the same token we CHOOSE to smoke. 
    
                                            Thank you for allowing me to voice my opinion,
                                                                Regards,
                                                                                          Jessica L. Giles
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Somers, Karen M

From: steffi williams 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 10:27 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

I feel that it should be my choice as to decide on my own health issues. 

Somers, Karen M

From: jym dunn 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 10:16 PM
To: TPSAC

I smoke menthol cigarettes and that was my choice. I know the risks that come with smoking and I 
still continue to smoke. Therefore I still want to have my menthols to smoke. Smoking is a personal 
choice and I dont see why someone else is telling me I can't.  I wish people like this would put they 
efforts into feed the hungry or stoppping war. Leave my smokes alone.  

Somers, Karen M

From: tgajka 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 10:15 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban

Dont ban newports they are the best 

Somers, Karen M

From: Austin Stevens 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 10:13 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Fwd: Between Monetary Polices /  Where are markets heading to?

  

  Between Monetary Polices
  Where are markets heading to?
  link: http://www.monetary.wildhost.pl/Where are markets heading to.pdf
 

At the time of stock exchange drops, the FED boss, Ben Bernanke, said to his colleagues:

Buy everything, I shall give you so much money that you will be able to do so. You can get as  much 
as you want. Later, when assets get dearer, you will make dozens of percents whilst  you give back a 
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mere few percent, at around the nominal value. We shall declare this program as our joint success.

 

 

Somers, Karen M

From: lisa garfield 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 9:41 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: DON'T LET FDA BAN MENTHOL CIGARETTES

THEY SAID THATMENTHOL CIGRATTES HAVE THE SAME EFFECT AS NON-MENTHOL. SO 
WHY BAN IT. THAT DON'T MAKE SINCE. WHY STOP SOMETHING THAT BEEN GOING ON FOR 
YEARS, LET PEOPLE SMOKE WHAT THEY WANT TO SMOKE. NOT FAIR.

Somers, Karen M

From: Daniel Armitage 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 8:55 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban on menthol cigarettes

The taste of a cigarette is not relevant, therefore by banning menthol cigarettes wouldn't you be 
forced to ban all cigarettes? That is infringing upon America's constitutional rights. This will just lead 
to black market replacements which would be even more harmful then cigarettes already are. Please 
consider this. 

  _____  

Don't be flakey. Get Yahoo! Mail for Mobile and 
always stay connected to friends.

Somers, Karen M

From: Evelyn Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 8:44 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

  
       Dear Sirs,
       
     Since you have the ability to decide what I can or cannot do, would you also ban me from paying 
for children that I had nothing to do with conception? I would also like to be banned from paying for 
everyone else's mistakes ie: stop retailers from raising the prices just because some one else shop 
lifted or because we have billions of gallons of oil floating  in the ocean. That wasted fuel was not my 
fault.
   How about banning me from paying higher taxes because the Goverment does not know how to 
keep our money in the USA. I mean really we have people starving here and sleeping in the streets. 
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   I could go on for hours about the things that I would like to be banned from doing however I know 
that you have already decided that you are not going to ban me from the things I have listed above 
so, why don't you not ban me from smoking what I want to smoke.After all shouldn't I have the right to 
pay for at least one thing that is my fault?  
      I know that at some point in this letter you have either  laughed or became angry because of the 
way that I think. I am asking you to please not take away my right to think.
      Enjoy your day while you still have that right.
                  E D Cooper

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 8:39 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Regarding Menthol Cigarettes

Whomever It May Concern:

I just got notice from my tobacco brand, Newport, that the FDA is considering restricting or banning all 
menthol cigarettes.  I understand that smoking is not good for my health and I do plan to quit in the 
future.  However, while I am a smoker, I believe I should be able to smoke whichever kind of cigarette 
I choose, menthol or not.  Please do not take away our American right to smoke whatever we please. 
 Thank you for you time in reading this message.

Respectfully,

Karen Marie Bartiromo

Somers, Karen M

From: Bonnie Forseth 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 8:22 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: ban on menthol tobacco

Attachments: ban on menthol cigarettes.rtf

ban on menthol 
cigarettes.rtf ...

Please read this attachment regarding your considered ban on menthol tobacco.  
Thanking you on advance.
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Don't pick lemons.
See all the new 2007 cars at Yahoo! Autos.

Somers, Karen M

From: Megan Barnes 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 8:08 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: My opinion

As an adult and American citizen I feel it is my right to choose to smoke menthol 
cigarettes. I do not feel it is up to the FDA to decide what flavor of cigarette I smoke. 

Somers, Karen M

From: Robert Hanson 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 7:52 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

I am writing to express my opinion on the banning of menthol. Are you kidding me? This is America. I 
know smoking is bad for me. So is drinking alcohol, too much sodium, too much fat, not enough 
exercise, flying, driving, walking down the street, being in the wrong neighborhood after dark, 
fireworks, fast food, breaking into my house, x-rays, prolonged exposure to the sun... These are just 
some of the things that are dangerous to ones health. This bureaucracy has got to stop. Our tax 
money needs to go to more important things than darter snails and menthol in my cancer sticks. 
Thank you for your time. Robert Hanson

Somers, Karen M

From: roxie h 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 6:55 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Do Not Ban Menthol Cigarettes

the scientific evidence does not show that menthol in cigarettes is harmful, and that Americans have a right to 
make a personal choice to use any legal product 
Sincerely , Roxann Schliesman , 
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Somers, Karen M

From: Loree Brown 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 6:52 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

 I have the right to choose to smoke menthol or non menthol cigarettes. It is my choice. Not yours. 

Somers, Karen M

From: mariah goudin 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 6:27 PM
To: TPSAC
Cc:
Subject: Right to smoke menthol

Dear Sirs, 
I think I have a vote in this matter. I believe that I should have a say in the choice of cigarettes I 
smoke, so please leave the menthols alone.

Somers, Karen M

From: Theresa 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 6:24 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Attachments: SoftBlue.jpg

I was just informed that you have appointed an advisory panesl of scientists to study menthol 
cigarettes and considering restricting or banning all menthol cigarettes....
 
I am an adult smoker and menthol smoker. I enjoy the flavor and taste. This is a legal product and I 
have the right to choose whether or not to smoke menthol or regular. I prefer menthol. MY CHOICE. 
If you are going to start to ban flavors of LEGAL products, then why don't you and your scientists 
work on ALCOHOL as well!!?? There are fruity flavors that mask the alcohol taste and frankly....that is 
MORE dangerous. As you know DUI is a major problem, worse more than smoking and driving! So if 
this does take effect, in hopes it does not...There will be no money spent on menthol....for tax 
purposes, which means, no consumers will buy and spend their money...
 
Banning a flavor of a LEGAL product is ridiculous..Please, find more valuable time and money on 
researching something that can make a difference in this world. Preventing adult smokers to buy 
menthol is just plain wrong. If that happens, I demand that you BAN all FRUITY flavors, etc from 
ALCOHOL as well....that is also a legal product.....
 
Regards, 
 
Theresa B
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Somers, Karen M

From: Tirzahanna Scott 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 5:23 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: BAN ON MENTHOL CIGARETTES

Iam writing in response to the ad from Newport Cigarettes. We enjoy them and donot see any harm in 
continuing.

My husband, Renard White used to work for a tobacco Co.

from:cus.# -NEWPORT-PLEASURE

Somers, Karen M

From: Kevin Wirth 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 5:15 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Dear FDA,
    Please DO NOT ban menthol cigarettes. As an American citizen, I feel it is my right to enjoy a 
mentholated cigarette. I believe the move to ban menthol cigarettes would be unconstitutional, 
violating my pursuit of happiness.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kevin Wirth
 

Somers, Karen M

From: John Black 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 5:07 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

I was recently informed that there is research taking place to determine if menthol cigarettes should 
be banned or not. I would like to voice my concern that Americans should be allowed to make that 
choice on there own and the FDA or any other government agency shouldn't tell us we can't smoke 
them. I feel that by removing our ability to smoke menthol cigarette, it is also removing some of our 
freedom as Americans to make our own choices. I understand that menthol and regular cigarettes are 
bad for my health, but if you truly want to look into "unhealthy" things, look at fast food or food 
preservatives like MSG and the  like that. 

Thank you for your time,

-John

-- 
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"Flying is learning to throw yourself at the ground and miss."

"There are no stupid questions, just stupid people ."

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 5:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Why not to ban menthol cigarettes 

Our country was founded on freedom and the right to do whatever abides by the law, seeing as menthol is a legal 
substance I do not see as to why it must be banned from being mixed with another product that is also legal. I am an 18 
year old college student who smokes menthol cigarettes everyday. Now think of this, our country has a horrible economy 
to begin with, we need money obviously. So why ban something that gives so much revenue per year? Good question 
right? I mean cigarettes kill people to begin with, why take something out of it anyway? Instead of taking away things that 
this country enjoys why not just keep this minor aspect of a product to keep thousands of people happy.  
Instead the FDA should start worrying about something that actually matters such as how fast food is killing people due to 
the fact that it has no health benefits at all. Menthol cigarettes are also not targeting younger people, fast food does, kids 
eat fast food, kids get obese, the USA spends more money on health care. Do you see what I'm getting at? 
Also, if you the FDA (as in you people) are so worried about the health risks of tobacco why not completely eliminate and 
allow for something such as marijuana to be legalized, something with actual health benefits. By doing this tax revenue 
alone will sky rocket. Instead of thinking about yourselves and false studies founded back in the 50's and how Marijuana 
isn't even Cannabis its a Mexican tobacco. 

Think of the people on this one, keep the menthol alive, please. 

Sincerely, 
Anthony Messiano 

Somers, Karen M

From: Carson, Justin 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 4:55 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: My Right to Smoke Cigs

Hello,

 

Do not take away my smokes. I like to smoke and do not care about the effects it has on my body (seeing as 
how a car can get you killed in 5 sec after leaving your house and I've never heard of any keeling over after a 
puff). If you take every thing out of life that can kill you, you will die (example: A kid did a science report on a 
chemical that should be illegal because of how many different ways it can kill you, almost 50. The kids, 
parents, and teachers voted unanimously to out law this chemical. The kid then told them what the chemical 
was. It was water.).  In short find some thing else to   about and Leave Us Smokers Alone!

 

Justin Carson
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Project Senior Agent, Carmel Call Center

The Active Network, Inc.

 

877‐228‐4881(office)

317‐249‐9398 (fax)

550 Congressional Blvd Suite 200

Carmel In 46032

http://www.ActiveNetwork.com

 

Somers, Karen M

From: ivy 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 4:57 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol ban 

PLEASE don’t do It i enjoy my menthol cigarettes 

Somers, Karen M

From: Mary Singleton [MSingleton@usccb.org]
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 4:39 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Hello,

 

I am writing to your office because I was told that Menthol Cigarettes will not be sold any more.  As a 
smoker it is my choice to smoke and I choose to smoke menthol cigarettes, I don’t believe that your 
company has the right to ban Menthol Cigarettes.  Please reconsider the ban and let us smoke the 
brand we wish to smoke.

 

 

Thank you
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Mary Singleton

Processing Case Assurance Specialist

USCCB-MRS

3211 4th St NE

Washington, DC  20017

PH: 202-541-3396

Fax: 202-722-8777

 

Somers, Karen M

From: Shadavia Clark 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 4:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol  cigarettes

As an American it saddens me that our government would try and take away our choice of 
cigarettes. Its not about black and white, it should be our freedom to do what we want. 
Its not the cigarette companies that makes menthol cigarettes attractive to children, the 
parents have to beresponsible enough to keep them outta the childs hands. What  makes a 
menthol cigarettes any more dangerous than a full flavor one? There is no law that bans 
smoking cigarettes, so you shouldn't single out menthol smokers. 

----------
Sent from AT&T's Wireless network using Mobile Email
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Somers, Karen M

From: HEATHER LANGFORD 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 4:26 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

It’s my life & my choice & I SHOULD HAVE EVERY RIGHT TO MAKE IT.

I work, pay my taxes & DO NOT LIVE OFF OF THE GOVERNMENT SO KEEP YOUR LAWS OFF 
OF MY BODY.

PLEASE

 

HEATHER L LANGFORD

Somers, Karen M

From: richard morris 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 4:07 PM
To: TPSAC

While you're at it, why not ban alcohol?!Porkrinds?!Hamburger Helper?!? Etc., so on and so forth.... 

Somers, Karen M

From: gbodison 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 3:44 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban on Menthol Cigarettes

Why?
Sent from my BlackBerry® by Boost Mobile
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 3:44 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: (no subject)

I wanted to write and tell you how unhappy I am that you guys are trying to band menthol cigarettes .I am a smoking and 
that is my choose and I want to smoke menthols and that should be mine owe choose. my husband and I both smoke and 
we both enjoy smoking menthol. thanks you

Somers, Karen M

From: Amy McGraw 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 3:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: my opinion on menthol cigarette ban

Hello, My name is Amy McGraw. I am writing in reference to the possible ban of menthol cigarettes. I 
find that very undignified and unjust. Perhaps, your concern may be the health hazards of menthol, 
but what about the health hazards of cigarettes period? Why ban one and not the other, if this is 
based of heath related hazards. What really makes the difference? I find it should be up to one's 
personal preference. If there are such speculations, then perhaps you could still follow your 
"conscience" or up the FDA's "ego" by doing "the right thing" and "protecting the people" by labeling 
these hazards on menthol product just as you do with the current hazards on all nicotine product 
today. I mean how long have people been smoking menthol cigarettes or using tobacco? Way longer 
then the FDA was ever even thought of, and civilization continued on. You know we have enough 
stress, problems, and obstacles today as it is, why add another petty theory to something we choice 
to do as tobacco users when there are far much worse things you cold be using your skills and 
knowledge on? The hazards of menthol or the hazards of tobacco all together. Perhaps the garbage 
in food that is causing cholesterol problems, heart problems, weight gaining... Maybe alcohol, and the 
amount of death it brings to this country, or this planet? The tragedy, pain, sorrow, and destruction 
alcohol has brought to many many many people in our nation, and you'd rather worry about what 
menthol may be doing to a smokers health? Menthol is simply a taste choice. If you want to 
ban menthol in cigarettes, menthol being the problem, the I am guessing you would have to ban 
menthol in all menthol flavored food, candy, and beverages, right? I hope I have made an impression, 
and this is considered. Thank you for your time. 
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Somers, Karen M

From: Jeanette Lewis 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 3:20 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Objection to Banning Menthol

Please do not ban menthol in cigarettes. 

Thank you.

Jeanette Lewis, COA
Administrative Assistant
Physics Department
350 Spelman Lane
Campus Box 1703
Atlanta, GA  30314
404-270-5851 (Office)
404-270-5853 (fax)

"If you can't change your fate, change your attitude."

                                                   - - Amy Tan, American Author
                             

Somers, Karen M

From: Peyton Adams 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 2:54 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthol

Dear Sirs,
Please do not ban menthol cigarettes. they are the only kind with real taste.
 
If you need to contact me use this email-address or contact me by phone. 
 
thanks
P J Puckett
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Somers, Karen M

From: skeetz . 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 2:45 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: AGAINST THE MENTHOL BAN

As a smokers of menthol cigarettes for 34 of my 54 yrs I am 
against any possible ban on menthol cigarettes....I have read
the material posted here http://www.understandingmenthol.com/
and as alarming as it may sound....its still my right as an
AMERICAN CITIZEN to choose if and what I want to smoke
 
This should not be a decesion made by the FDA !!
 
 
Regards,
 
Phyllis S

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 2:41 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: (no subject)

I DO BELIEVE THAT THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD STAY OUT OF OTHER PEOPLES LIVES...THIS THING RE: 
BANNING MENTHOL IS OUTRAGEOUS!...FIRST YOU PUT A CHEMICAL ADDITIVE IN ALL CIGARETTES, TO 
MAKE THEM "FIRE SAFE"! TELL ME THAT MAKES SENSE!!!!! NOW YOU WANT TO OUTLAW MENTHOL!!!! IF 
PEOPLE WANT TO SMOKE, LET THEM SMOKE!!!  THEN THERE ARE THOSE OF YOU WHO WANT TO LEGALIZE 
MARIJUANA....NOW ALL YOU DOLT HEADS COMPARE THAT TO SMOKING!!!! 
 
EVERYTHING IN WASHINGTON DOESN'T MAKE ANY SENSE: LIKE GIVING THEMSELVES(SENATORS) A 
$5000.00 RAISE, WHEN US SENIOR CITIZENS GET NOTHING!!!! I HAVE TO WORK AND THEN WE SENIORS GET 
THE SHAFT!!!!!!!!!!!
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Somers, Karen M

From: Marian Thornton 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 2:16 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: about cigarettes

I read that the government plans to ban menthol cigarettes.  Have we 
forgotten the roaring 20's with prohibition of alcohol that people still 
drank.  We will start a whole new area for crooks to make money from 
hard-working people who just want to smoke a menthol cigarette.  Menthol 
cigs are not any more deadly than non-menthol ones.  It's like as soon 
as people like something a lot the 'powers to be' snatch it away and 
make it unattainable or illegal.

Alma Thornton - 

Somers, Karen M

From: Marian Thornton 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 2:03 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: NON-MENTHOL CIGARETTES

I am writing in support of NOT banning menthol cigarettes.  As an adult 
smoker I feel that I should have a choice between types and flavors of 
cigarettes.

There is not clear cut evidence that menthol affects the smoker any more 
than non-menthol cigarettes.  Please do not allow this bill be passed as 
it seems it would start a new underground criminal activity.

Thank-you,
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 2:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: ban on menthol cigarettes

Hello and Good Afternoon, 
               As an american voter, who also happens to be a menthol cigarette smoker, I would like to 
ask that you vote no on the menthol ban, the studies are not conclusive and have no basis in fact, 
that menthol cigarettes are any more harmful that non menthol cigarettes. As an natural born citizen I 
am getting irriated that everyone is allowing lies and falsified information to be put out at such an 
alarming rate, believe it or not, some of us here in the united states, like to smoke, we dont all think its 
a worse  addiction or its any more harmful to us than the chemicals that the FDA have allowed food 
companies to list under the word "spices" or the preservatives the FDA has allowed to be in every 
packaged food sold here in the united states. I for one, will vote any member out of any office I can, 
 who tries to make a  personal decision for me.   I am a 43 year old woman, and can make my own 
decisions without some corporation or government body telling me what i can and can not do as far 
as smoking cigarettes go. The FDA allows alcohol to be sold by the hundreds of truckloads every 
single day, which is far more dangerous and addictive than menthol cigarettes. Please,  lets not forget 
the mountain of toxic chemicals being allowed to be sold by the truckload as well, for cleaning homes, 
cars and pets. The phosphates in our dishsoaps, they took it out of laundry soap, but still leave it in 
dishsoap, that makes alot of sense, doesn't it?  So as a voting member of the FDA, I am urging you to 
look at how truthful the menthol studies actually are and to take into consideration that we are 
suppose to be a free country and adults can make up their own minds, we dont need a government 
body making personal decisions for us, enough of our rights have already been taken away in the last 
20 years along with the mountain of chemicals and new drugs passed to us everyday (that the FDA 
HAS APPROVED),  that are killing us at an alarming rate, so unless you are getting rid of everything 
that can kill us, please leave the decision to us.
 
 cigarettes are not healthy, every single person who smokes knows that, but then again, neither  is 
too much sugar, chemicals, perservatives, phosphates, salt, oil, fat, butter, gasoline, diesel, you name 
it,  and I dont see a ban on those things being discussed at all, but to ban one kind of cigarettes  and 
not another is absoutely ridiculous, its like banning whiskey but not vodka.  Its like banning a ford 250 
but not a mack truck, you get the idea. 
 
thank you for listening,
 
sincerly, 
Kelly S, De Hoff 
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 1:56 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

I am writing to express my opinion against the banning of all menthol cigarettes.  I prefer to smoke
menthol and it is the only cigarette I've ever smoked.  This is my personal choice and I do not think
the FDA has a right to ban it or restrict it from public use.
 
Yours truly,
 
 
Ruth D. Holloway

Somers, Karen M

From: DaTonya Riley 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 1:40 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Don't Let them BAnd Newports Please and Thanks!

Pleas don't band Newport Menthol cigarettes. I wouldn't know what to do if they 
did so. I probably would end up quitting if they band Menthol cigarettes. With 

 I hope this e-mail was a big help for you all. My customer ID #: 
 Thank you and please don't let them band menthol cigarettes!    

Please Send me a email letting me know what happens at 

The information i recieved stated that i had more coupons on the way..Please and 
Thanks! Greatly Appreciated and a big help with the prices of cigarettes.
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Somers, Karen M

From: Pacelli, Kathryn 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 12:58 PM
To: TPSAC
Cc:
Subject: UNDERSTANDING MENTHOL

Hello,

I am a Newport smoker and have been for about 10 years now.  I understand the concerns people have against smoking 
in general as well as against menthol cigarettes.  What I don’t understand though is why people are so focused on 
banning such things when there is worse that can be done than smoking a cigarette at your own risk.

 

No cigarette is healthier or better for you than another one.  Whether it is menthol, non menthol, light, ultra light, etc, I 
don’t understand why the push again menthol cigarettes now.

 

Smoking is not illegal and is not breaking any laws unless done inside a building, in the state of  anyway.  People kill, 
steal, break laws and other horrible things everyday.  Is smoking menthol cigarettes really the worst of your worries right 
now?

 

What is the worse thing going on in your life right now?  I’m sure it is horrible and I am also sure that it is worse than 
worrying about what people around the world are voluntarily putting into their bodies; it is not drugs or alcohol, which I’m 
sure you have experimented with as well as tons of other people in this world. 

 

Everyone knows the effects of smoking long or short term, it doesn’t matter the time.  My father has cancer caused by 
smoking, he smoked for 30+ years and finally quit after he had his first surgery.  My mother and I on the other hand are 
not ready to quit.  This is our personal decision.  It is also our personal decision to smoke menthol or non menthols 
cigarettes.  I don’t believe it should be yours to chose or change that for us.

 

Thank you,

 

Kathryn S. Pacelli

Inside Honda Coordinator

ADESA New Jersey

200 N. Main St.

Manville, NJ 08835

P (908) 725-2200 x. 6765

(b) (6)
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F (908) 231-8767

 

Somers, Karen M

From:  C-horse farm 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 12:46 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

Please do not hinder those of us who still wish to smoke menthol in our 
cigarettes.
Seems as tho there are more important things to busy yourselves with 
these days.
thanks for your attention,
debb congo

Somers, Karen M

From: Jeff Brodwin 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 11:55 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: NO to menthol ban

To whom it my concern,

I have been smoking for 45 years. I believe menthol cigarettes should  
not be treated any differently by the FDA than non-menthol.

Somers, Karen M

From: mscigar 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 11:50 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

I think enough is enough already in regards to smoking.....this is America.....land of the free.....what 
ever happened to "person responsibility?".....if the FDA and others are so concerned, then make all 
cigarettes illegal.....but that won't happen because of all the tax dollars collected from their 
sale.....such hippocrates.....just leave everyone alone.....let people make their own decisions.....
 
Barbara Hauser
Edward Hauser

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Joanne Brooks 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 11:38 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: MENTHOL CIGARETTES

Stop it!  I am so tried of big bother in my life.  Again STOP IT!
 
 
Thank you,
Joanne Brooks

Somers, Karen M

From: dawn riccitelli 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 11:41 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

To whom it may concern,
 I am a menthol smoker. I am really aggrivated with all the  that has already gone on in my life do 
to the government with the cost of my cigarettes. Now, I find out you want to band the type of 
cigarettes that I smoke! This is just to Much! Please can't you find something else to do with your time 
& money! You should be happy! The state of  makes a killing with every pack of cigarettes I buy! 
It's crazy. You make more than the cigarette company themselves!
 I am 43 years old and I have been smoking for 35 of those years! It's not easy to quit! Insurances 
don't cover the costs for aides to help you quit so your more or less stuck! I am on a fixed income and 
it's not easy to even afford my habit! It's hard but  I do it! I need my cigarettes or I will I don't know 
what! They are my mothers helper! Do your research on alcohol or something! That is just as bad. If 
not worse! In my opinion!
 Anyway, Please I enjoy my smokes please leave them alone!
 Sincerely,
Dawn Riccitelli

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Marie Sharin 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 11:30 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigs

To Whom It May Concern:
 
I was recently informed that the FDA is considering banning/restricting all Menthol cigarettes. I see 
this as a huge infringement on my personal rights to choose to smoke and to choose to smoke 
whatever type of cigarettes I prefer. I strongly urge you to protect my constitutional rights.
 
Thank you for listening.
Anne Uricoli

 

Somers, Karen M

From: Teddy Langley 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 1:02 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: banning menthol cigarettes

I feel that if you ban menthol cigarettes you should ban all cigarettes
they all are harmful so if you do one do all a person have the right to smoke
what he like and the government makes just  as much money off of menthol as 
they do non menthol.

Somers, Karen M

From: tammi oliver 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 12:42 AM
To: TPSAC

my name is tammi oliver and i am writing you this e-mail because i would like to voice my opinion on 
your research for the FDA, on the subject of banning menthol cigarettes.                      This is 
outrages and total ridiculous not to mention, that it goes against peoples right to choose what they 
like and want it is our right as americans, and here you are trying to take that right away from us with 
no good grounds for doing so at all. I for one will be starting a protest to this matter, and suggest you 
people find something better to do with your time and our hard earned tax dollars, you should all be 
very ashamed of your selfs.                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                
                      sincerely yours                                                                                                                   

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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                                                                                                                                                     a very 
upset menthol smoker 

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 10:34 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigs

I have been smoking for years and enjoy my menthol cigarettes. The government keeps raising the tax on cigarettes to 
get us to quit smoking because it kills. Yes it does kill but not as fast as the drunk drivers and no one raises taxes on 
alcohol. If the FDA wants to do away with menthol cigarettes then they should also think about doing away with everything 
else that has menthol in it.

Somers, Karen M

From: Christina Mikinka 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 9:58 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: To Advisory Panel

Dear Advisory Panel,
 
     I am writing to ask you not to ban the menthol Newport cigarettes. I feel that as American citizens we have the right to 
smoke whatever we want, regardless of the governments position. Anyone who smokes or doesn't smoke knows the 
negative effects and the harmful nature of cigarettes. We already have the government telling us WHERE we're allowed 
to smoke. Now the government wants to overstep it's boundaries once again to tell us WHAT to smoke! Restrict our 
access to our favorite menthol products?? Ban menthol cigarettes?? Are you kidding? I seriously hope & pray our 
government finds something better to do, somewhere else to spend all that money, hey how about jobs?? Make your 
advisory. Tell us what "your findings" are, tell us how bad they are for us and why... BUT then leave us and our menthol 
alone!
 
Thank you, Christina

Somers, Karen M

From: Leanne 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 9:37 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: not selling MENTHOL cigarettes

I am sitting in my house smoking my MENTHOL cigarettes like I have been ding for longer than I 
should admit.It is my right to do so.I don't know why the FDA wants to have something to say about 
what I choose to smoke,It's my money,my body and my right to do so.I choose MENTHOL cigarettes 
because I don't like regular non-MENTHOL cigarettes.I thought I lived in a country of freedom of 
choice,you are taking that away from me,and I'm pretty angry about it!!

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 9:08 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

The only problem with menthol cigarettes is the government wasting time and money trying to ban them.  Do something 
important and leave the menthol cigarette issue alone.  Thanks.

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 7:48 PM
To: TPSAC
Cc:
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Dear FDA:

 

I have heard that there is a new law that allows the U.S. FDA to consider restricting or banning all 
menthol cigarettes.  

 

I am extremely upset and angry that this ban is even being considered.  I am a 40 year old man that 
has been smoking menthol cigarettes for years.  I truly enjoy the flavor of the menthol cigarettes, and 
I don't want them restricted or banned.  I have the right to smoke the cigarette of my choice and I 
firmly believe that as an American citizen that me and all other smokers should be able to choose the 
cigarette of our choice.  My choice is menthol cigarettes and will continue to be menthol.  

 

Please DO NOT restrict or ban menthol cigarettes.

 

Sincerely,

Lewis S. Tayman, Jr.

 

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: christi steward 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 7:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: ban on menthol cogarettes

I am writing about my concern about the possible ban of menthol cigarettes. I have been smoking 
since I was 17 and I am now 30. When I started smoking it was full flavor Camel. Then I switched to 
Marlboro Red's. I smoked them for 2 years. I had to switch kinds because I started coughing up 
phlem and blood. I switched to Newport Menthol, and have not had a problem since. Dont blame 
problems on the menthol, because its not all the problem. I know lots of people that cannot smoke full 
flavor cigarettes, but I dont see a ban on them. Menthol may make some people sick, but  so 
doesnt alot of things in this world. As a soldier, we breathe things we shouldnt, but I dont see a ban 
on being deployed to another nation. Keep menthol cigarettes. We have the right to choice about 
everything in life, so let us have our choice to smoke menthol's.
 
Sincerely, 
SPC. Billings, Christina
U.S. Army mechanic

Somers, Karen M

From: diana brewster 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 6:46 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

this to let you know that this is supposed to be a free country, therefore if we chose to smoke menthol 
cigarettes it should be our choice. they are legal & therefore noboby should have a right to stop us 
from purchasing them. If you find something you think is bad about them, then publish it & let us 
make our own decisions.      Diana Brewster 

Somers, Karen M

From: Benjamin Smart 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 6:05 PM
To: TPSAC

To whom it may concern,I do not agree to the banning of menthol cigarettes,we as americans have 
the right to choose what we want to put in our bodys and on top of that it is a legal product unlike 
illegal drugs that kill thousands of americans every year ,and so do cigarettes but it is a legal product 
of united states of america and banning menthol cigarettes is just going to cause problens and 
conflict between americans by violating our constitutional rights as an american
 
                                      Sincerely,  Benjamin Alexander Smart
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 5:00 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol in Cigarettes +

I am a full-blooded American who happens to smoke menthol cigarettes.  I don't know why it is you 
want to regulate these cigarettes.  I have smoked menthols 1965, without any problems.  I'm a 
committed smoker, who just doesn't like the prices your intervention on cigarettes as caused.  

 

The U.S. Government is regulating Americans, not products.  It's gestapo tactics, and it's happening 
in many fields of product sales.. cigarettes (menthol or plain) being the most important at this time, is 
ludicrous.  You use children as your excuse for implementing government regulation on cigarettes.. 
children can obtain alcohol and illegal drugs easier than cigarettes.

 

The U.S. Surgeon General has insisted on warning labels on cigarettes that state "Smoking By 
Pregnant Women May Ressult in Fetal Inury, Premature Birth, and Low Bir Weight".  Clue word being 
"MAY".  That tells me sufficient studies have NOT been carried out to prove this theory  Adults have 
the right to choose if they want or don't want to smoke, or continue smoking, including menthol 
cigarettes.  The American Government does NOT have a right to make personal decisions for me or 
others.  We, each and every one of us, has the right to choose what we do in our lives.  Secondhand 
smoke has become such a farce.  People living on the 6th floor of a high-rise complain secondhand 
smoke is affecting them.  Well, I've watched where secondhand smoke goes and what it does.. fact, it 
dissipates before it even reaches the second floor.  Wind, humidity, etc., play a big role in 
secondhand smoke outside.  Anyone who has chosen to quit smoking did so making a choice.  Those 
of us who continue to smoke made that choice without Government interventioin.  It's an American's 
choice.. not a government intenvention regulation.  I'm told there's a city in Florida (possibly more 
than one nationwide) who has implemented heavy fines for people caught smoking in their own 
homes, even.  Hitler may be gone, but his tactics certainly are not.  What I do in my home is MY 
business, the same as in my own car.  The American Government does not have any right to tell us 
what we can and cannot do in our homes, cars, or on our own property.  So long as we aren't 
breaking any legal laws, leave us alone.  

 

I have been smoking menthols for 46 years.. it helps me when I have a cold, any problem I may have 
breathing is due to asthma (now regulated to call it COPD).    The Government has stuck it's noses 
into too many right/privilege places where it shouldn't be.  I smoked while I was pregnant and my 
children are healthy, and weight, size, etc., of my children were normal at birth.

 

What I don't see is regulations placed upon people who use illegal drugs causing severe birth defects, 
brain damage at any age, etc.  We have what are called "rehabilitation" programs for illlegal drug 
users, but most of these programs are two-weeks long.  Personal experience with someone who uses 
illegal drugs has shown to really see any amount of success, long-term rehabilitation is required (6-9 
month programs).  In case you didn't know, people going into 2-week programs have the attitude that 

(b) (6)
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"I can make 2 weeks easily, then I can go back and carry on where I left off".  I know, as I have been 
with users going into these programs, have been with them when they get out.  A week later, 
maximum, they are back to using.  

 

And, what about alcohol abuse.. adults or children.  Thousands of people are killed each year due to 
alcohol-related accidents.  Yet, I don't hear a word from the U.S. Government about abolishing 
alcohol.  Just simply take it off the market.  If someone is caught with a still, an automatic 5-10 years 
in prison should wake them up.  If users don't have easy access to the alcohol, they have to quit 
drinking.  Car insurance rates are adjusted due to number of accidents for people in certain age 
groups.  I don't see them adjusting rates higher for the drug user or alcoholic.  Taking away their 
driver's license does not squelch the problem.  Jail time or 5-10 years would work much more 
effectively.  People who use or drink should not be given a second chance to go out and kill someone 
else, or maime or severely injure people.  Murder is murder even if it's caused by someone high on 
drugs or alcohol.    If someone is judged guilty for using a gun to kill someone, why should 
drug/alcohol users not pay the same price as they've taken a life (more than one most often).  This 
does not seem to me to be a good way to control the American population.

 

The FDA implies that people who smoke are killing other people.. it's implied, but not proven.  Drugs 
and alcohol are proven killers of others who didn't deserve to die because a person couldn't get their 
addiction under control.  First, try long-term regab, then if caught a second time greater punishment 
should be implemented.

Plus, by instituting regulations on smoking in restaurants to non-smoking public facilities, is gestapo 
tactics.  By doing so, you have also impacted the loss of jobs and undermining the unemployment 
rate.  Most restaurants can set up a smoking rooms with proper ventilation.  This, in turn, will bring in 
more customers again, and increase the GNP, or whatever.  In my workplace, they designated a 
ventilated room for smokers to go to.. those who can took work into the room with them.. as the room 
was not intended to be a break room nor a chit-chat room.  But the one thing I found was non-
smokers were going in there thinking it was a chit-chat room.  Their complaint was smokers were 
getting extra breaks.  Not so.  If you took a smoke break, you weren't entitled to take another break.. 
if, however, you waited for your smoke break to be taken at normal break times, no one was getting 
any preferences.

 

My total concern is that disallowing people to smoke, or telling them they can't smoke company 
campuses, made for ill regard from the employees and employers.  I do NOT believe companies want 
to fire someone who smokes (but I've heard that to be true, too.. if you smoke, you can't work here).  I 
have to firmly believe those tactics were brought about by Government with penalties, perhaps, 
placed on those companies that didn't adhere to such tactics.

 

Stop the outsourcing of products and bring the American's back to work.  Send the illegals back to 
where they came from.. and by all means, do NOT give them free access to Social Security benefits, 
as they haven't earned those benefits legally.  They should also not be allowed to come over here 
illegally then be given free food "stamps", medical care, etc.  Send them home and give those 
benefits for Americans who absolutely cannot work.  Child care expenses should be susidized to 
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people can work.  It's become an ungodly expense for people who want to work.. and lots of 
Americans would rather be working than having to stay home to care for their children.  Working and 
raising a family has been going on for a good many years, and has proven successful.  Children who 
get into trouble are most probably from homes that are dysfunctional from day one, anyway.

 

Stopping outsourcing will bring Americans back to work, and the impact it has on China is China's 
problem.  Bringing minimum income to a $10 level isn't as harsh as $4, $6, or $8 per hour.  Jobs that 
require special skills, more technically trained employees, etc., should be an across the board 
paycheck (NOT based on sex, disability, race, etc.).  I am most convinced Americans who aren't 
working and collecting unemployment benefits would rather be working instead, anyways.

 

So, here's what we would have.  Drug/Alcohol abusers would pay for their addictions by going to 
jail/prison (prison, if somoeone was killed or catastrophically injured), people controlling their own 
homes and interior of their homes, cars, etc., unemployment rates dropping to nil by putting workers 
back to the job force for equal pay for equal work.

 

It's time to let America be a democracy again.  Communism does not work in this country.  
Our Congressional members need to be curtailed too.  If there's no source for allowing a COLA 
increased for the retired or disabled, then the same applied to Congress.  In 2010 and 2011, Social 
Security benefit recipients were disallowed a COLA increase, yet in 2010.. Congress received a 
COLA increase.  Why?  This is a question a whole lot of American's are asking these days.  Social 
Security benefits are NOT extreme.. but, Congress receives hundreds of thousands of dollars for 
NOT even doing what their constituents want (and that was the purpose of Congress).  Congress 
passing bills/laws without even reading them is totally ludicrous.  The President should received a 
good salary as he/she does, plus their perks.  But Congress gets far more perks, and thus 
should NOT recieve salaries greater than the President's.

 

Let's bring American back to it's democratic ways, and get rid of the money-mongrels who are simply 
eating up resoruces the retired, disabled, needed, etc., need.

 

Get American back to work, where the people want to be.  Auto workers don't have to make $30+/hr..
 if they received $15/hr, they would still be earning a nice income, as the COLA would come down to 
earth again.  And our American-made products would be back on the "shelves" for us to buy again 
and keep the workers working.

 

Companies who do not follow this theory and continue to outsource should be levied heavy, heavy 
fines for not adhereing to the American way.

 

The GNP, COLA, etc., would all come back down to a reachable level where people can afford to buy 
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a car, buy groceries, get their medications, etc.  Medical facililties and doctors should be forced to 
adhere to the Medicare policies of reasonable costs for same tests, office visits, etc.  What I see now 
is that with the implementation of technology, medical costs have risen beyond reach.. e.g., spinal 
injections to help people maneuver with walking, bending, etc. are being charged at $3000/session.. 
yet, Medicare only allows $400-$500 for those services.  Doctors do not need to become multi-
millionaires.  They have chosen their professions to practice Medicine and to keep the Hypocratic 
Oathe they take.  There are just too many "specialists" today, when one internal medicine doctor 
could handle most of the care.   The other culprit here is the insurance industry.  Bring them back 
down to earth, and get rid of the lobbyists who hand out "special" perks for doing business with them.  
Regulate the medical field, without taking away from the American people. 

 

 

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 4:56 PM
To: TPSAC

Somers, Karen M

From: Debbie Hurst 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 4:48 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: The banning of menthol cigarettes

Dear Sirs;

As an adult smoker (My right) I strongly urge you to stop the bias of banning Menthol Cigarettes.  You 
have got to be kidding?  We as American Citizens have the right to smoke cigarettes. It isn't bad 
enough that you are taxing a pack of cigarettes at the rate it is?  Now you want to ban menthol?  Get 
a job!  Land of the free, get out of our business. 

Debra Hurst

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 4:48 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: the bannding of menthol cigarettes by the F.D.A

It is our rights as citizens of U.S.A to chose if we to smoke menthol 
cigarettes or not! If thats the case they need to band alcohol bc it 
kills just as many ppl if not more than menthol cigarettes! & if they 
band menthol cigs then I will just not smoke cigs at all! Thanks, 
Jessica Williams

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 4:48 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: the bannding of menthol cigarettes by the F.D.A

It is our rights as citizens of U.S.A to chose if we to smoke menthol 
cigarettes or not! If thats the case they need to band alcohol bc it 
kills just as many ppl if not more than menthol cigarettes! & if they 
band menthol cigs then I will just not smoke cigs at all! Thanks, 
Jessica Williams

Somers, Karen M

From: Shelly & Bob 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 4:28 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

The menthol cigarette issue should not be treated the way it is being approached.  50 million 
Americans smoke cigarettes ,and 15 million smoke menthol brands.  African Americans happen to 
prefer menthol but more white people probably smoke menthol then African American just by sheer 
numbers.  This isn’t a racial thing ,yet it’s becoming one.  I will not tell you menthols are more harmful 
then regular cigarettes .  There seem to be people treating this as Lorillard tobacco is targeting the 
black smokers when it is those smokers who have only chosen to patronize that brand because that 
is what they prefer.  There are millions of Menthol  white smokers who also prefer Newport and the 
many other menthol brands on the market

 

Thank You

 

Bob C.  
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Somers, Karen M

From: Evonne Heyd 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 4:00 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban on Menthol Cigarettes

Good Afternoon~

My name is Evonne Heyd and I am writing to you about your consideration on banning menthol 
cigarette's.  I am a menthol cigarette smoker myself.  Being an American I feel that I have the right to 
make a personal choice to use any legal product, including menthol cigarettes.  I don't believe that 
scientists will find a basis for banning menthol cigarettes.  I also do not believe that menthol and non-
menthol cigarettes should be treated any differently.  Thanks you for taking my opinion into 
consideration.

Sincerely, 
Evonne Heyd

Somers, Karen M

From: Laronda Lancaster 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 3:40 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: I choose Menthol!!

Dear FDA, 

I understand the severity in smoking. However, I have smoked menthol cigarettes since the age of 
18. I am now 41 years of age.  If I had understood the severe damage cigarettes with or without 
menthol caused I would probably have not chose to smoke. Please understand when inhalation of 
menthol or non-menthol cigarettes takes place they both have-adverse effects to the human body. If 
the banning of Menthol in cigarettes takes place then the banning of all non-menthol should take 
place. 

1924 Spud was the first company to come out with menthol cigarettes, later 1950 R.J. Reynolds was 
another company. My point there was no intervention then, now here we are at 2011. I feel we long 
term smokers have been used as Guinea pigs.  It is too late for us and you are forcing us to go cold 
turkey? Not fair!!  As a long time menthol smoker please do not interfere with the little pleasure I have 
a RIGHT to. 

We as Americans reserve the right to menthol cigarettes

Respectfully, L. Lancaster

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Eric Roberson 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 2:55 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Please Do Not Ban Menthol Cigarettes.

Attachments: --static--liam_fetch_bl.gif; --static--liam_fetch_lb.gif

I think what a person smoke or does not smoke should be their choice and no one else. So, I am asking the FDA 
to leave this choice up to me and let menthol cigarettes stay on the shelves.
 
Sincerly,
Roger Eric Roberson

Somers, Karen M

From: Chandra Jones 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 2:55 PM
To: TPSAC

This is a free country and I should be able to buy whatever kind of cigarettes I want. I work hard for 
my money.  All of them are bad for you. So why just single out menthol? There haven't been any 
problems this long. Just leave my menthol newports ALONE. PLEASE AND THANK YOU.

Somers, Karen M

From: INFO PEWTRUSTS.ORG [usacitizen1@live.com]
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 2:38 PM
To: TPSAC; Cohen, Caryn; americanvoices@mail.house.gov
Cc: sf.nancy@mail.house.gov; president@whitehouse.gov; info@taxpayer.net; media@cagw.org
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT ON FEDERAL REGISTER FW: its time to cut the funding of american 

tax dollars for this old old story of harm to people

THIS COMMITTEE IS PLAYING IT OUT FOR AS LONG AS THEY CAN INSTEAD OF QUICKLY 
GETTING TO THEIR WORK AND FINALIZING IT. THE FUNDTING FOR THIS PROJECT SHOULD 
BE SHUT DOWN TOTALLY. BUDGET SHOULD BE ZERO DOLLARS FROM TAXPAYERS. 
AMERICAN PUBLIC IS NOT INTERESTED IN BEING TAXED FOREVERMORE FOR TOBACCO 
ISSUES. WE KNOW WHAT WE NEEDED TO KNOW. LETS END THE BUREAUCRATIC 
STALEMATE WITH OVERSPENDING. JEAN PUBLIC ADDRESS IF REQUIRED
 

    

[Federal Register Volume 76, Number 25 (Monday, February 7, 2011)]
[Notices]
[Page 6626]
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From the Federal Register Online via the Government Printing Office [www.gpo.gov]
[FR Doc No: 2011-2573]

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration

[Docket No. FDA-2011-N-0002]

Tobacco Products Scientific Advisory Committee; Notice of Meeting

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration, HHS.

ACTION: Notice.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

    This notice announces a forthcoming meeting of a public advisory 
committee of the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). The meeting will 
be open to the public.
    Name of Committee: Tobacco Products Scientific Advisory Committee.
    General Function of the Committee: To provide advice and recommend- 
ations to the Agency on FDA's regulatory issues.
    Date and Time: The meeting will be held on March 17, 2011, from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and on March 18, 2011, from 8 a.m. until 12 noon.
    Location: FDA White Oak Conference Center, Building 31 Conference 
Center, the Great Room (rm. 1503), 10903 New Hampshire Ave., Silver 
Spring, MD 20993-0002. Information regarding special accommodations due 
to a disability, visitor parking and transportation may be accessed at: 
http://www.fda.gov/AdvisoryCommittees/default.htm; under the heading 
``Resources for You,'' click on ``White Oak Conference Center Parking 
and Transportation Information for FDA Advisory Committee Meetings.'' 
Please note that visitors to the White Oak Campus must enter through 
Building 1.
    Contact Person: Caryn Cohen, Office of Science, Center for Tobacco 
Products, Food and Drug Administration, 9200 Corporate Blvd., 
Rockville, MD 20850, 1-877-287-1373 (choose Option 4), e-mail: 
TPSAC@fda.hhs.gov, or FDA Advisory Committee Information Line, 1-800-
741-8138 (301-443-0572 in the Washington, DC area), and follow the 
prompts to the desired center or product area. Please call the 
Information Line for up-to-date information on this meeting. A notice 
in the Federal Register about last minute modifications that impact a 
previously announced advisory committee meeting cannot always be 
published quickly enough to provide timely notice. Therefore, you 
should always check the Agency's Web site and call the appropriate 
advisory committee hot line/phone line to learn about possible 
modifications before coming to the meeting.
    Agenda: On March 17 and 18, 2011, the committee will continue to 
receive updates from the Menthol Report Subcommittee and discuss plans 
for finalizing the report regarding the impact of use of menthol in 
cigarettes on the public health.
    FDA intends to make background material available to the public no 
later than 2 business days before the meeting. If FDA is unable to post 
the background material on its Web site prior to the meeting, the 
background material will be made publicly available at the location of 
the advisory committee meeting, and the background material will be 
posted on FDA's Web site after the meeting. Background material is 
available at http://www.fda.gov/AdvisoryCommittees/Calendar/default.htm. Scroll down to 
the appropriate advisory committee link.
    Procedure: Interested persons may present data, information, or 
views, orally or in writing, on issues pending before the committee. 
Written submissions may be made to the contact person on or before 
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March 3, 2011. Oral presentations from the public will be scheduled 
between approximately 3 p.m. and 4 p.m. on March 17, 2011. Those 
individuals interested in making formal oral presentations should 
notify the contact person and submit a brief statement of the general 
nature of the evidence or arguments they wish to present, the names and 
addresses of proposed participants, and an indication of the 
approximate time requested to make their presentation on or before 
February 24, 2011. Time allotted for each presentation may be limited. 
If the number of registrants requesting to speak is greater than can be 
reasonably accommodated during the scheduled open public hearing 
session, FDA may conduct a lottery to determine the speakers for the 
scheduled open public hearing session. The contact person will notify 
interested persons regarding their request to speak by February 25, 
2011.
    Persons attending FDA's advisory committee meetings are advised 
that the Agency is not responsible for providing access to electrical 
outlets.
    FDA welcomes the attendance of the public at its advisory committee 
meetings and will make every effort to accommodate persons with 
physical disabilities or special needs. If you require special 
accommodations due to a disability, please contact Caryn Cohen at least 
7 days in advance of the meeting.
    FDA is committed to the orderly conduct of its advisory committee 
meetings. Please visit our Web site at 
http://www.fda.gov/AdvisoryCommittees/AboutAdvisoryCommittees/ucm111462.htm for procedures
on public conduct during advisory committee meetings.
    Notice of this meeting is given under the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act (5 U.S.C. app. 2).

    Dated: February 1, 2011.
Jill Hartzler Warner,
Acting Associate Commissioner for Special Medical Programs.
[FR Doc. 2011-2573 Filed 2-4-11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4160-01-P

Somers, Karen M

From: Lori Sipos 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 2:27 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: My Right

 To whom it may concern,
 
It is my understanding that you want to discontinue menthol cigarettes.  I feel that it is my RIGHT as 
an American Citizen, to smoke menthol, because I'm suppose to have freedom of choice.
 
Dawn and Jennifer Osburn

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: tanya kelley 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 2:23 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: RE: Menthol Studies

"The science is clear and compelling. The best available scientific evidence demonstrates that 
menthol cigarettes have the same health effects as nonmenthol cigarettes. Menthol neither 
causes people to smoke, nor deters them from quitting. A menthol cigarette is just another 
cigarette — and should be treated no differently. Menthol cigarettes simply give adult smokers 
a taste choice."

Menthol is a naturally occurring organic compound. It is found in everyday products such as cough 
drops, mouthwash, mints, even shampoo. Banning Menthol in one product by saying it isn't safe 
means it's not safe for ANY product. Menthol is ingested, inhaled, applied to the skin and massaged 
into the scalp on a daily basis by millions of people. Where is the scientific evidence that menthol has 
harmed all of these people? I see ads on Television constantly from law firms telling us that we can 
sue a multitude of different companies because we might have been harmed by their products, but I 
have yet to see one that says I can sue someone because I might have been harmed by a cough 
drop or a piece of gum. The bottom line is that menthol is harmless.

Banning menthol in cigarettes will put hundreds of thousands of people out of work. By banning 
menthol in cigarettes you may end up pushing for a total menthol ban of all products which would put 
even more people out of work. Do you really think this country needs more people out of work? Do 
you want to be responsible for the collapse of the already fragile economy of this nation?

Tanya Kelley

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 2:14 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarette ban

As an adult smoker and a Lorillard Tobacco Co. consumer I'm writing about this absurd measure to further impede 
my right to smoke.  I find the anti-smoking media is biased and the FDA should equally be anti-drinking of alcohol 
products. Yes smoking affects the lungs & can cause lung cancer BUT what about what alcohol does to the liver ?  
Please don't ban menthol cigarettes.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Shelby Stevens 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 2:13 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

To whom it may concern:
 
    I am writing in reguars to a letter I recieved about the current studies that are underway about 
menthol cigarettes.  I am not a scientist and I do not know the basis of your study.  But as a smoker I 
would like to ask that you do not remove menthol cigarettes from the market.  I perfer methol 
cigarettes and would not appreciate not being able to smkoe the cigarettes of my choice.
    I would like to thank you for your time and hope that you take peoples personal preference into 
consideration before making your decision about taking menthol cigarettes off the market.  Once 
again, thank you.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shelby Stevens

Somers, Karen M

From: Rebecca Neveils 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 2:12 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: PLEASE DO NOT BAN MENTHOL

please do not ban our menthols. when im congested the menthol  helps me get uncongested without 
having to take cold remedies.. its our health not yours signed tammy lee neveils please do not ban 
menthol 

Somers, Karen M

From: Paul Sedesse Sr. 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 1:49 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: fyi menthol

Please do no more harm by banning menthol from cigarettes ,in that menthol merely adds comfort by 
cooling cigarette smoke and really can easily be replaced by a menthol cough drop.  In light of your 
previous attempts at "do gooder" philosophy with the FSC(fire standard compliant) poison you have 
intentionally brought about a product that will "kill granny in 3 months" , really I have seen the results. 
Now you know and may god bless you for your actions.
Thank you,
Paul C. Sedesse Sr

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Alan Porasik 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 12:50 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

Thanks for a moment of your time. I believe it is MY choice to make if I choose to smoke  menthol or 
non-menthol
cigarettes. I like the flavor of a menthol cigarette more than a non-menthol.
 
Thanks Tammy Porasik

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 12:44 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: In Response to your recent efforts to ban Menthol Cigarettes

To Whom It May Concern

 

I am writing in response to the FDA's attempt to stop the sale of menthol cigarettes.  I understand that 
cigarettes may not be the healthiest habit in the world, but we choose to smoke what we want to 
smoke.  If menthols are worse for us then non-menthol, so be it, we have our right to smoke what 
cigarettes we choose.  Smoking is no longer allowed in many places, so it is not as though it is 
harming non-smokers.  We has Americans have the right to smoke any legal product that we want, 
and it is not fair that you are trying to take that away from us.  You have already taken away being 
able to smoke in restaurants so please do not take away our right to smoke the cigarettes that we 
want.

 

 

Giovanni Mazzamuto

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: -B- -RaN- 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 12:30 PM
To: TPSAC

I think this is a direct violation of our constitutional rights a free American's!

Chocolate is proved bad for you, f.d.a. isn't making laws against that are you!

Thanks again for helping decide our choice for us!!                   Communist pigs!!!

Somers, Karen M

From: jfryshap 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 12:15 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: We Want Menthol Cigarettes

FDA has done enough.  We don't need this.  Drinking the water in most major cities will do much 
more damage!
 
We want menthol cigarettes.
 
Sincerely,
JL Shapiro

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 12:14 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: DO NOT BAN METHOL CIGARETTES

PEOPLE THAT CHOSE TO SMOKE KNOW THE DANGERS OF SMOKING - THEIR LIFE, THEIR 
RISK.  NONE OF YOUR BUSINESS HOW WE CHOSE TO DIE -- BAN LIQUOR, BAN GUNS - WE 
LIVE IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA WHERE WE HAVE THE RIGHT TO CHOSE.  I PAY 
TAXES ON TAXES AND HATE THE IDEA OF YOU TAKING AWAY MY RIGHT TO KILL MYSELF 
WITH METHOL OR NON-METHOL CIGARETTS.  RIDICULOUS!

    

To ensure compliance with Treasury Regulations (31 CFR Part 10, Sec. 10.35), we inform you that 
any tax advice contained in this correspondence was not intended or written by us to be used, and 
cannot be used by you or anyone else, for the purpose of avoiding penalties imposed by the Internal 
Revenue Code.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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NOTE: This e-mail is from a law firm, Holland & Knight LLP (“H&K”), and is intended solely for the use of the individual(s) to whom it 
is addressed. If you believe you received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately, delete the e-mail from your 
computer and do not copy or disclose it to anyone else. If you are not an existing client of H&K, do not construe anything in this e-
mail to make you a client unless it contains a specific statement to that effect and do not disclose anything to H&K in reply that you 
expect it to hold in confidence. If you properly received this e-mail as a client, co-counsel or retained expert of H&K, you should 
maintain its contents in confidence in order to preserve the attorney-client or work product privilege that may be available to protect 
confidentiality.

Somers, Karen M

From: Rose Landino 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 12:08 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Fighting for our right to smoke what we want

I received notification considering restricting or banning all menthol cigarettes, which is absolutely 
obsurd.  What is the difference between non-menthol and menthol cigarettes?  Both can harm you. I 
am an American citizen and I should have the right to make a personal choice to use any legal 
product.  It is very frustrating to say the least, that someone other then yourself can control someones 
life and what they want to do with their own life.  It is bad enough that we do not have control over our 
own lives, as to how we, as American citizens what to live it.  This is my life, not yours!  Leave us 
menthol smokers alone and find research in something that is so much more important to the 
American people.  Let me and others live our lives the way we want to, not the way everyone 
else wants us to!!!!!!!  I as well as others support our lives, not you.

Somers, Karen M

From: DARLENE E BURNETT 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 10:32 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: ban on menthol cigarettes

Do not ban menthol cigarettes,  it is bad enough there are few places to smoke, but to take away 
more choices is a bit much.
 
 
 
 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 10:18 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarette banning

I am a smoker of a 

menthol cigarettes, I have been smoking menthol cigarettes since if first start at the age of 14, 36 
years now.  Even when I was a broad, I paid a little more for them but smoked Kool.  My body and 
throat are use to this and how dare you decide for me what I could smoke and shouldn’t smoke.  I am 
not a chain-smoker but, when I smoke I enjoy my cigarette.  I am highly offended and feel this is my 
decision to make not yours.  You already have a warning on the packets, isn’t that enough.  Maybe 
the FDA should focus more on drugs and all the "crazy" side effects.  Chantix, how is this product out 
on the market?  My husband was on this for a while and not only is he still smoking but he had an 
awful experience with that.  Do you care?  Obviously not the product is still out there. 

I know this is email may get tossed and is pass your deadline for submission, but I feel that if I don't 
write this it will bother me.  You government people make me laugh, you claim the country is broke 
yet you are so narrowminded and are not looking at the revenue you will stand to lose.  Unbelievable.
  Stop the nonsense!!!!

A Salem Smoker, also Newport and 

Kool's smoker when Salem's aren't available. 

Somers, Karen M

From: Rebecca & Al Straubel 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 9:22 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: BANNING MENTHOL???

One question are we living in a communist country now???? The government (you) can ban where 
and now what kind of cigarettes we smoke!?! I do not understand what is going on I get this mailing 
from newport cigarettes stating that the FDA  is considering restricting or banning menthol cigarettes. 
I just don't understand.
Rebecca Straubel

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 6:14 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: men. ciggs

You control to many things now, just let people have their choices. Do you go after people with flavored beer or 
alcohol???? Its that persons choice,,,,

Somers, Karen M

From: Beth Shepherd 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 12:39 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

I don’t see why anyone would ban menthol cigarettes. Your study o n your website does not prove 
any more harmful effects than regular cigarettes. I’ve been smoking menthol for over 30 years. I urge 
the FDA to please let consenting adults make an informed decision on what type of legal cigarette we 
want to smoke

Sincerely,

Dan Shepherd

Somers, Karen M

From: Albert Jukes 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 11:41 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban on Menthol Cigarettes

To Whom it may concern;
 
I Albert Jukes am writing about having the right to smoke menthol cigarettes. Please Dont take my 
right away or please notify me about who I should contact about this banning.
 
 
Albert Jukes 

 

 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:  on behalf of 

Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 11:05 PM
To: TPSAC

Dear scientists i am writing my openin on menthol cigs, i meane its like saying what kind 
of beer you can drink. Thats just a example but what i am trying to say if were going to 
choose to kill or lun  be able to choose which brand we wana do it with. Thank 
you,  justin warwick,

Somers, Karen M

From: Toe Toe 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 9:58 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: DO NOT BAN MENTHOL!

As an American citizen if have the right to smoke cigarettes i also have the right to choose which 
cigarettes i would like to smoke as well. There is so many other problems in this country why do you 
want to try and change this? Why don't you try to tell the people that they have to drink a certain kind 
of beer, because it is their right to do as they please with a legal substance! I repeat IT IS MY RIGHT 
DO NOT BAN MENTHOL CIGARETTES!!!!!!!!!!

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 9:39 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol 

I just writing to try to understand...as legal age, tax paying citizen, 
how is it possible that you will choose to take away a menthol 
cigarette but people are allowed to buy alcohol like bacardi 151? It is 
not a scientific matter it is personal choice, not yours but mine to 
make!!!!! Please do not take away choices that are of a personal 
matter. We are adults and we know that smoking is not good for you. 
Neither is drinking, popping pills and eating red meat for that matter. 
These are choices and leave them alone!!!

(b) (6) (b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: denise edmonds 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 9:30 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban on Menthol

Sir(s):
 
This whole idea on banning or restricting all menthol cigarettes in the US is nonsense!  
Consumers have a right to choose when making purchases for any legal merchandise/products 
sold in the US (including cigarettes).  If American consumers have a choice on which brand 
of alcoholic beverages he/she wishes to purchase, then the same should hold true for 
cigarettes/tobacco. I thought Americans have "freedom of choice" but by limiting our choices by these 
means (only non menthol cigarettes available) I consider this to be purely political irrational insanity (if 
there is such a thing)!  Some smokers may prefer the menthol taste in a cigarette vs the non menthol 
taste in a non menthol cigarette just as one may prefer mint tea vs. non mint tea. Therefore, if a ban 
or restriction is implemented it seems only rational to ban all cigarettes (non menthol and menthol) 
rather than simply banning only one type of cigarette!
 
Isn't there something else of paramount importance that the FDA can find to "nitpick" about ( e.g. how 
it becomes possible for illegal drugs to get smuggled into this country via tunnels, planes, trains, etc. 
and the excessive amount of Americans who are dying as a direct result their consumption) instead of 
this type "small stuff?"
 
Sincerely,
Anonymous 
 

Somers, Karen M

From: Mary Faenza 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 8:32 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigs.

You all must be kidding. My home is soooo polluted with my neighbors'
Wood stoves, its enough to give one a coronary! Yet it's perfectly legal.
You probably own one ypourselves. Horrible! By the way , wood smoke is a carcinogen, and deadly 
to people with COPD. Oh but that's ok.
Leave cigarettes alone, or take them off the market completely. 
 We are wise to your (double standards). Will the states miss the $$$$$
Revenue that smokers bring in? Or are they (counting on) the addiction ?
You are not concerned with health, if that was the case wood stoves that (smolder) would be banned, 
including those stupid patio style fire pits.
Who, are you kidding?????

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 7:30 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

I have recently heard that you are trying to ban the use of menthol cigarettes, i have smoked them for 
years and fully believe that as Americans that we have a right to choose and smoke what we want 

 

 

Sincerely 

 

Debbie Ellinwood 

 

Somers, Karen M

From: Marissa Acampora 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 6:19 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: NEWPORT (MENTHOL CIGARETTES)

Hi, I've heard that you were trying to band menthol cigarettes. People who smoke are aware of the 
hazards cigarettes cause & some still smoke like I, & even if you do find menthol cigarettes to be 
even more hazardous then non menthol people who smoke menthol will more then likely still want to 
smoke them. Im a menthol smoker & NEWPORT'S are the best menthol flavor out there. People who 
smoke NEWPORT'S won't settle for another brand &/or flavor. The minty flavor is extracted from a 
leaf or thats how it should be done & if the company's are making the flavor from a chemical then that 
should be changed to the natural mint flavor. tobacco is also from a plant that is a natural substance 
so what should be focused on is removing the chemicals from all cigarettes completely. Thank you for 
your time. sincerely, Marissa 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: RICHARD JENSEN 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 5:51 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

I am against banning menthol cigarettes.
 
I should have the right to smoke whatever I want to smoke with no government telling me what to do.
 
 

Somers, Karen M

From: Anita Jackson 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 4:53 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Rights

Why does the government try to control everyone livelihood?  I smoke Newport menthol's and
do like them.  I have a right in this country to do what I like.  I pay for things that I 
want.  Why do we need an advisory 
panel of scientists to restrict menthol cigarettes?  Are they restricting the other 
cigarettes? No just menthol and that isn't right! My opinion counts too!

Anita Jackson

      

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 4:42 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Please do not ban menthol from cigarettes.  I smoke menthol cigarettes and have for quite 
a few years.  i enjoy the taste because of the menthol.  I am respectfully asking you not 
to ban menthol.

 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Robert Amaty 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 4:00 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarette ban

To Whom it may concern:
                I have smoked menthol cigarettes for the last thirty years and have had no ill affects from it. 
I feel as the cigarette company's do that Americans have a right to make a personal choice to use 
any legal product. Tell me what is next !  I,m sure the FDA and their advisory panel of scientists can 
find other pressing issues that need their undivided attention.  Thank you
 
 
                                                                                        Robert A. Amaty

Somers, Karen M

From: brigid gilhooly 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 3:59 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigs

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
I WRITING TO IN RESPONSE TO STOP OR BAN METHOL CIGARETTES.
THIS IS NOPT YOUR CHOICE TO MAKE. IT IS MINE.
I THINK THE POINT HAS COME ACROSS WUIT STRONGLY THAT SMOKING IS BAD FOR YOU 
AND YOUR BODY. WELL I COULD BE HIT BY A CAR TOMORROW AND SMOKING WOULD HAV 
ENOTHING TO DO WITH IT. 
IT IS ALSO BAD ENOUGH WE HAVE TO SMOKING IN PUBLIC PLACES DO NOT STOP THE 
SALE OR MANUFACTURING OF MENTHOL CIGARETTES. I AM SURE NONE OF YOU WILL BE 
AT MY FUNERAL OR BU MY BESIDE OR PAY INSURANCE BILL FOR THE HOSPITAL SO 
PLEASE LEAVE US SMOKERS ALONE. ENOUGH IS ENOUGH AND THIS WILL NOT STOP 
PEOPLE FROM SMOKING.
IF YOU COULD AT LEASE TELL ME FOR WHAT REASON BESIDES IIT IS NOT GOOD FOR US 
WHAT OTHER REASON DO HAVE TO CHOOSE FOR ME.
DO NOT BAN OR STOP THE MAKING OF MENTHOL CIGARETTES
SINCERELY
BRIGID GILHOOLY

Brigid Gilhooly.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Angela Hill 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 3:53 PM
To: TPSAC

I am voicing my concerns about the ban of menthol cigarettes.  I am  
very concerned about this because I am a smoker and would ways like to  
be able to purchase my cigarettes. This is of great concern to me.  
Thank you for listening to my voice. We all need choices. If you smoke  
menthols you cannot change to non menthols and I hope my concerns are  
heard. I will pass this email address to all my friends that smoke as  
well as my co- workers and families.
Sent from my iPod

      

Somers, Karen M

From: Angela Hill 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 3:40 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Concerning menthol

Sent from my iPod

      

Somers, Karen M

From: Angela Hill 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 3:38 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Concerning menthol

Sent from my iPod

      

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: WIDOW 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 3:13 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: MENTHOL

I FEEL PEOPLE HAVE A RIGHT TO THERE OWN CHOICE OF CIGS.HERE IS A LIST OF PEOPLE IN MY BUILDING 
AGAINST THE BANNING OF MENTHOL CIGS. AMY WILLIAMS, PATTY PERSHING, LORIE BLAKE, JOSH LEFFEW, 
KAREN DAVIDSON, AMBER JACKSON. PEDRO SOTO, ANTHONY SOTO

Somers, Karen M

From: San Jenkins 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 3:14 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

To whom it may concern:
 
I'm writing as a concerned menthol cigarette smoker. I don't understand why you would try to take 
away another right of the American citizens.
You people have taken it upon yourselves to dictate a person's habits and lifestyles. This is still a free 
country, is it not?  All the warnings on cigarette packages, banning cigarette ads, and altering them to 
your liking is not hindering young people in the least from starting smoking, and furthermore,
who is going to pay all the lost tax revenue that cigarettes, etc. generate? It seems to me that this is 
all a money racket. What next?, is there going to be warning labels on fattening foods? Will there be a 
fat tax soon too? Please for the sake of democracy, stop punishing smokers and think about
some other product to put your attention on, like all the bad medications there are out there. It's not 
only smoking that's bad for your health, what's
up with all the chemicals in food and the air we breathe?   
                                                                                                            
                                                                                                        Sincerely, A very fed up citizen,  
San Jenkins
                                                                                                         
                                                                                                          

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Dorothy Hatsukami [hatsu001@umn.edu]
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 1:28 PM
To: Samet, Jonathan
Cc: TPSAC; Cohen, Caryn; Lisa Henriksen; Melanie Wakefield
Subject: Re: Preparation for Upcoming Meetings

Agreed; thanks Jon.

See you soon,
Dorothy

On Feb 6, 2011, at 11:30 AM, Samet, Jonathan wrote:

Dorothy, I think that this is OK--you lay out the evidence--let's just stay away from our synthesis 
and any potential conclusions.  Jon
 
Jonathan M. Samet, MD, MS
Professor and Flora L. Thornton Chair
Department of Preventive Medicine
Keck School of Medicine
Director, Institute for Global Health
University of Southern California
1441 Eastlake Ave. Room 4436, MC 9175
Los Angeles, CA 90089
Phone:  323 865 0803
Fax: 323 865 0127
 
For FEDEX deliveries use zip code 90033
 
For appointments and scheduling please contact:
 
Luz Moncayo
Email: moncayo@usc.edu
Phone: 323 865 0401
 
From: Dorothy Hatsukami [mailto:hatsu001@umn.edu] 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 8:02 PM
To: TPSAC
Cc: Caryn Cohen; Samet, Jonathan; Lisa Henriksen; Melanie Wakefield
Subject: Re: Preparation for Upcoming Meetings
 
Dear all,
 
I have attached my ppts.  I am not sure if you would consider it too specific.  Let me know.  If not, 
Mel and Lisa, you will see the format that I followed.
 
Dorothy
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Somers, Karen M

From: Gary Mcmunn 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 1:24 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Dont ban menthol...please

To whom...... My name is Gary, and I have smoked menthol cigarettes for many, many years. I think you should spend 
more of your time and my money on the real problems facing America. I believe you should attack the killer drugs 
affecting us, and the high killer prices, we can no longer pay. At this point there is no evidence that menthol in cigarettes 
does any more harm then the cigarette by itself does. I think if you stopped being so cozy with the drug company's , you 
would find so many things wrong with them, you would not have time to pick on menthol, which I am sure the smoking 
public really could care less about....   

Somers, Karen M

From: Melissa Slater
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 1:19 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

To Whom it May Concern,
I am sending you this email in to regards about menthol cigarettes.  I think that it is wrong to take away menthol cigarettes 
coupons.  I believe that the American people have a right to choose what cigarettes they want to smoke.  You don't have 
that right to make that decision for us.  I also believe that the goverment should stop sticking their nose in our affairs.  If 
you have any questions email me back.
Thank You,
Melissa

Somers, Karen M

From: Steve Dallara 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 12:59 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Ban?!

Come on people…we’re all Americans and have come to expect certain freedoms and choices.  To 
have the federal government decide for me what type of cigarette I can smoke is…offensive!  They 
are already taxed into oblivion and if I (we) choose to smoke them, then so be it.  We expect the FDA 
to protect and inform us of unknown side-effects of drugs and ensure proper testing.  In regards to 
cigarettes, the “jury” is no longer out.  We’re grown-ups and know/accept the risks.  It’s truly a double 
standard that that cigarettes have been a target of the FDA…but you don’t hear anyone talking about 
banning alcohol?  Oh wait, we tried that before with prohibition…and you saw how that worked out?

 

Please don’t criminalize menthol smokers by forcing them to hit the black market…which I, and I 
assume many others will be forced to do.  Besides, I’d rather my taxes stay in the US and at least do 
some good here rather that lining the pockets of businesses in other countries.  Let’s not forget the 
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jobs impact in this economy…I know it’s not a health issue but it will have an impact on families 
whose jobs are lost because of a ban.  Then when some effected people are homeless/living on the 
streets, how you think their health “coverage” will be then? 

 

Something to think about.

 

Steve Dallara

Somers, Karen M

From: Kristen 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 12:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: ban on mentol

Being a smoker is a choice with risks, everyone knows this.  For us willing to take that 
risk should be able to choose what we smoke, menthol or non menthol.  Sure its dangerous 
and unnecessary but so is 100+  proof liquor, and I don't see that coming off the shelves 
any quicker.  Also the tax money the government gets from cigarettes should be worth 
keeping these products on the shelves.  Im 25 years old and no I don't plan on smoking my 
whole life, but during the time I am a smoker I would like to be able to choose menthol 
over non.

Thank you for listening,
Kristen Gretzner

Somers, Karen M

From: Stacie Mckinney 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 12:31 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Hello, 
   My name is Stacie Mckinney. I am writting in concern of Menthol Cigarettes.  I smoke Menthol. I 
see no harm in the cigarettes, people say that they are fiberglass in menthol cigarettes. I still 
purchase them. I don't think that you should take it off the market. If you do that you may as well take 
it all off then. Then you would be out voted. It is something that we purchase so let us do it. It is our 
money and A FREE country.
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Somers, Karen M

From: PETER VERNON 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 11:08 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: should menthol cigarettes being banned

Dear FDA,
 
cigarettes have been around since the beginning of time. lately the government has been over 
stepping there boundries in reguards to what we can and cant do to our own bodies. im getting really 
sick of it. its bad enough that we cant smoke in public places let alone bars. now im hearing that the 
government is trying to ban menthol cigarettes. now that is really starting to  me off. you people 
already won on the states bans in public places. but leave the menthol cigarettes alone dont ban 
them. you people saying smoking is bad for you then why not ban all cigarettes all of it altogether. 
whats next your gonna ban alcohol too. then god knows what else. you government hippocrits need 
to learn your limits and learn to back off. otherwise if you do all this alot of people are going to be 

 off and who knows what will happen. you could end up starting riots and what not all over the 
place. if people want to quit smoking leave it up to them if they want help to quit or not. dont make the 
decision for them. otherwise where is the sense in having freedom if the government is going to 
control every single little step that we the people make everyday. all i can say is enough is enough 
back off and leave us people alone when is comes to cigarettes. if we want to smoke menthol 
cigarettes thats our right and our choice not yours to determine whether or not we should have it or 
not. its a all or nothing war on cigarettes if your going to ban one you may as well ban it all at once. 
but if you do that i can promise you it will be the biggest mistake youll ever make because you will 
have alot of people  off at you and there is no telling what will happen next. if we want to quit 
smoking leave that decision to us the people not you the government. also quit hiking up the  
prices on cigarettes. in conclusion all i have to say is this DO NOT BAN MENTHOL CIGARETTES! 
THANK YOU!

PETE VERNON

Somers, Karen M

From: Rhonda Leonard 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 9:36 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

I have been smoking for over 30 years, all of which have been menthol cigarettes. No I should never 
have started, but I did and happen to enjoy it. I have always preferred the menthol brands and have 
been smoking Newport Lights (now knows as Newport Gold) since they came out with them in the 70”
s.
 
I don’t believe that banning menthol products will have any effect on underage smoking. The problem 
is, as with anything else, availability. I have seen for myself, parents that buy cigarettes for their kids. 
They should be fined for doing this if it is so illegal to smoke under the age of 18. As for stores that 
sell to minors, they too should be fined. I know our Sheriff’s department does do stings occasionally 
for selling alcohol and/or cigarettes to underage individuals, but is this as much of a problem as illegal 
drugs.
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The Federal government has such issues with minor infractions and are little by little taking rights 
away from the people. Does our constitution not protect us from such intrusion into our lives? It 
appears not, what little rights we have left are becoming more and more stringent leaving us with little 
else. Why don’t they spend more time and money going after the big issues like drug trafficking, 
illegal entry into the country, etc. If they did not spend so much of the tax payers dollars on the small 
issues that the government shouldn’t even be involved in, and directed more of it in the areas 
needed, perhaps there would be some control on those issues.
 
For many years now, there have been more and more regulations on smoking. I agree some are 
necessary, but where does it end. Do they realize that if they were to ban smoking all together, what 
the cost would be? Think of the taxes they would be losing since over 1/2 the cost of a pack of 
cigarettes is tax money? Think of how many people would lose their jobs?
 
I don’t know what study they did, but I don’t see how banning menthol flavor is going to change 
anything. What’s the next step, banning mentholated cough drops?? As stated earlier, it is my right as 
well as the right of any other American to choose what flavor smokes they prefer and putting a ban on 
menthol is just another infringement on my rights that are slowly being taken away.
 
Rhonda Leonard
 
 

Somers, Karen M

From: MsCollier100 
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 1:24 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Regarding: Menthol Ban

Dear Scientists,
 
I am writing to ask that you kindly make a recommendation for banning menthol cigarettes and all 
cigarettes.  The drugs that they put in these sticks are killing people directly (smokers) and most 
terribly indirectly (second hand smoke ingested by non smoking adults and children). I quit tobacco a 
year on May 29, 2011 and it is the best thing I could have ever done. No amount of money is worth 
the lives that will be saved.
 
Thank you for your time...
 
Alisha Collier
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Somers, Karen M

From: MsCollier100 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 12:22 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Regarding: Menthol Ban

Dear Scientists,
 
I am writing to ask that you kindly make a recommendation for banning menthol cigarettes and all 
cigarettes.  The drugs that they put in these sticks are killing people directly (smokers) and most 
terribly indirectly (second hand smoke ingested by non smoking adults and children). I quit tobacco a 
year on May 29, 2011 and it is the best thing I could have ever done. No amount of money is worth 
the lives that will be saved.
 
Thank you for your time...
 
Alisha Collier

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Sunday, February 06, 2011 12:20 AM
To: TPSAC

I don t think u should ban menthol cigarettes, This is America, I feel like, we have the 
right to choose to smoke cigarettes, if you ha

--
==================================================================
This mobile text message is brought to you by AT&T

Somers, Karen M

From: david martin 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 11:28 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: ban on menthol cigarettes

HI i am a menthol cigarette smoker 43 years old.  I just heard the FDA is considering banning all 
menthol cigarettes.  What is next taking our 2nd admendment away from us?  We as Americans have 
a right to choose what cigarettes we smoke, what we drink etc. Taking away menthol cigarettes away 
from us (Americans) is just like trying to take candy from a baby.  You wouldnt do that would you?  
Then why take away our freedom to choose menthol cigarettes.  Anonymous 
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Somers, Karen M

From: Ronald Watson
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 11:24 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: LEAVE ME ALONE

DO NOT BAN MENTHOL CIGARETTS....

Somers, Karen M

From: Tom B 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 10:44 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol in Cigarettes

To Whom it may concern,
 
I have been a smoker for 38+ years and have smoke menthol cigarettes all during that time. If find it 
unfortunate and insulting that some government agency is considering banning the use of menthol in 
cigarettes noting that menthol is used in so many products. What is next, banning menthol in 
mouthwash or toothpaste?
 
I recognize that smoking may not be the best in the world but I have the right to choose in the use of 
this legal product.
 
Lets stop the nonsense.
 
Respectfully,
 
Tom Bradley

Somers, Karen M

From: betty prevo 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 9:52 PM
To: TPSAC

There"s npthing wrong with people wanting to smoke cigarette, but your focus on other 
things.

      

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



70

Somers, Karen M

From: Karen & Jerry 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 9:33 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: the ban on menthal

I am an adult, please let me make my own decisions.
Thank You
Barbara Merchand
Somers, Karen M

From: Katie Franklin 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 9:17 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Ban

Hi, my name is Katie Franklin. I am a menthol cigarette smoker. I feel that the FDA putting all these 
guidelines on cigarettes is ridiculous! All the years that people have been smoking, they know it is 
bad for them! I could agree with changing the name of lights and ultra lights to colors, and maybe 
even the fire safe cigarette (even though I personally believe the ingredients needed to make them 
fire safe is more harmful than the chances of cigarette related fires).  But banning menthol? What 
right does the FDA have in deciding what flavor cigarette someone chooses to smoke? The last time I 
checked, America was supposed to be a free country, but more and more the government is trying to 
take over!!! Please, just leave well enough alone. Yes, smoking is bad for my health, but if I am going 
to kill myself, let me enjoy it! Take your noses out of places that they just don't belong! Because at 
some point you just cross the line! As an American I have the right to do what I want. Thank you for 
your time!

Katie Franklin

Somers, Karen M

From: Amy Thomas
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 7:44 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol smokes

I am a smoker of Newport. I am so sick and tired of being called out because I CHOSE to smoke. 
People are always studing something, leave stuff alone and allow GROWN UPS to make their own 
decisions. This is America, I thought. Instead of studing the harm in menthol cigarettes, study the 
harm of the drugs being pused by these drug companies. The legal drug dealers are the ones who 
need to be studied. Why should we trust the FDA anyways?? The always say "its safe" then a couple 
of years later you hear Jim Adler saying, "if you or someone you know has been hurt by the FDA 
approved drug _____". So I think as long as we know what we are getting ourselves into, then the 
FDA needs to study this  we don't know about. Stay out of our business and let us make our 
own mistakes. 
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Somers, Karen M

From: Kenneth McClelland 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 7:36 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol ban

I'm writing this e-mail as an 11+ year smoker, who comes from from an entire family of smokers, who 
has lost a parent in part of smoking, whos' interest is peeked over the discussion of outlawing 
menthol cigarettes... despite all of this I am outraged at the thought of the fda singling out menthol 
cigarettes.. when let's be totally honest here ALL CIGARETTES should be outlawed. Let me take a 
moment to just through some numbers around, 44,3000 this is an average number of people who die 
each year from deaths related to cigarettes, 100,000 is the closest number i could find in a 5 second 
search of people who die each year of direct alcohol related diseases, which i'm positive is way low... 
this does NOT include dwi's or bar fights going to far because of alcohol, people on foot intoxicated 
who wander into areas that lead to their death, or any other indirect causes of death tied to alcohol. 
Are these really numbers that we as citizens of this country and planet, and you as reps of the fda 
and the leaders of our country(s) are content with?! OK... here's where this gets scary, atleast for 
myself.. in addition to the fact that I am smoking a cigarette as I am writing this, I wake up in the 
morning hacking and coughing, spiting, very small but still, amounts of blood,cannot function through 
the day without cigarettes, spend ridiculous amounts of money on cigarettes that could used for far 
better things even when my wife and i were only working minimum wage jobs cigarettes came before 
everything else, and I have tried quitting to no avail even using stop smoking aids... the real scary 
part is about to hit the page... I'm only 25 years old!! I have a 4 year old and a 1 year old daughters 
that I look at and cant help but know if I don't get rid of this demon I'll never see them graduate or be 
there to walk them down the isle as they get married or be there to grow old with my wife and hold my 
grandchildren and one thing I know for certain is that I do not want to die at 40 years old and miss all 
of these things. now i have no problem with alcohol as I rarely drink, however the people who do have 
problems with it are sometimes problems for everyone around them as I could die tomorrow and my 
family as well if just one drunk driver happens to hit me head on while on these winter roads in  
or anywhere for that matter. so I implore you help me save my life and millions of others in the world 
and lets step up the crusade to banish the world of cigarettes and alcohol. and I intend to do my part 
as well as posting this email as a blog to try to help sway peoples minds on this matter. I hope there 
are more people in the world who feel the same as I do on this matter. Even those who will sit there 
thinking "I don't have any problem" even if that is the case the statistics show that millions of other 
people do, and those are the people who could at anytime end my life or anyone else's who read this. 
Now I understand that these two things bring in alot of revenue to the govt and society in general, but 
I have also smoked marijuana for quite some time, until recently due to my new job, but lets look at 
some numbers regarding weed... how many people have directly died due to marijuana? answer is 0.. 
indirectly I'm sure may be more then 0, but no where near the other numbers regarding the first 2 
topics. now in California there are people coming up with many ways to make money off of medicinal 
marijuana, which brings me to a couple other points, 1 being that if legalized for general use as well 
as medicinal it would not only bring in close to the same revenue as cigarettes and alcohol, but also 
save time money and manpower allowing law enforcement to focus on more important and bigger 
problems in the world, also lets be honest it can taxed to  and back and I guarantee that people 
would still pay it, also it would help unemployment rates as employers would not be likely to deny 
employment as much due to it, and most of all... how many medical uses have been found in all the 
years alcohol and cigarettes have been part of society? well there is another 0!! so this email I guess 
is for 2 reasons. i ask if at all possible for some feedback regarding these matters and whether or not 
I have any support in this subject from the fda as I will be turning this into a global blog in hopes that I 
can start to get some results. I thank you for your time to read this and hopefully some response to it. 
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                                                  Thank you
                                                          Kenneth R McClelland
                                                        

Somers, Karen M

From: Sexeh Booness 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 6:25 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol smokers

Attachments: --static--gothrose_bl.gif; --static--gothrose2_tr.gif

     In my opinion you should "let sleeping dogs lie." Everyone knows the 
risks of smoking menthol cigarettes... we are not that ignorant that we 
don't know what we're putting into our bodies. Give us some credit! Why 
are you bothering with menthol smokers anyways? Chew can cause you to 
get cancer in your mouth and loose half your face yet it's still selling strong. 
People have the right to buy what they want. Did you know that 70% of 
menthol smokers will not smoke a regular cigarette? So, buy banning 
menthol cigarettes you are forcing 70% of menthol smokers to quit cold 
turkey and that's just not right. More then likely that will cause the crime 
scales to tip upwards from people raging without a cigarette. I don't know 
about you but that doesn't sound like a smart idea to me.
a concerned citizen
Booness
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Somers, Karen M

From: DEBRA FERGUSON 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 6:24 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: MENTHOL CIGARETTES.

To Whom It May Concern;

I am writing to express my dismay of losing my
Menthol. It is my feeling that it is my choice as to
what I wish to ingest. 

Slowly I am weaning myself from them, but I STILL feel that I
should have the right to decide if I wish a NASTY one, or my FULL FLAVOR 
Menthol; NOT you or the government. I hope that you will take this to
heart. as NUMEROUS people feel the same.

Thanking you in advance for your time, and consideration.

                                 Respectfully Yours;

             Ms. Debra A Ferguson

 

Search the web:

enhanced by  data:image/gif;base64,%20R0lGODlhSwAaAPcAAA2AxV+r2UOc0p/N6Pz9/iOLyq3U6
+Pw+MTg8fn8/kSd0ufy+Vin11Gk1SGKyoS+4v3+/+Lw+BGCxhWExwV8w5jJ5sPf8RmGyO32+
8Lf8C6RzUWd0wF6wqPP6dDm9Onz+mOt2rja7pHF5bLX7bPX7e/3+9zt9
+Xx+b3c7zyZ0CCKyk6i1QN7w3W23qfR6q7U7PX6/SKLyuDv+N7u9/7+/0yh1JfI5rrb7rna7jiWz0
+j1fH4/K/V7Mfi8gh9xPr8/vP5/B6JyRCBxlup2C+SzYO+
4TmX0AR7w57M6D2Z0eby+YG94c3l8/L4/MXh8X+
84N3t9wJ6wo3D5Ojz+UKc0rzc7yqPzM7l87bZ7kmf01qo2GCr2eTx+fb6/X274LTY7TSUzhKCxpzL58/
m9BeFyNHn9BSExyuQzEee0/T5/KzT68He8Ax/xZLG5f+RBw+Bxr7d77DV7InB40ae0/
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5vK51Kk1vf7/f+eJAp+xAt/xf/DeMnj8iiOzCyQzajR6v3/
+v+jLCaNy9Po9LHW7NXp9arS6zKTzgB5wv///wAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
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AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
    

Somers, Karen M

From: susie offutt 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 5:36 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: BAN ON MENTHOL

Hello,
        My name is Susie Offutt, I've been smoking Newport Filter Kings
since I was eighteen.  I'm twenty-five years old now and a proud Newport
customer. I've written you today to address the proposed ban on menthol
cigarettes, with all due respect how do you feel you have the right to
dictate what brand or style of cigarettes we as FREE Americans choose to
smoke with our own hard earned money. All cigarettes are harmful and if one
kind is more harmful than another then label them as so and give us the
choice we are entitled to as a free people!!! Thank you for your time and I
look forward to hearing back from you with your side of this debate.

Sincerely,
Susie Offutt

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 4:41 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes are not nearly as bad as reds, camel!!

I think we as american citizens should be able to smoke which type off cigarettes we want!
We no the so-called side effects and i still smoke menthol, because that is my choice. 
Menthol cigarettes are not nearly as strong as a camel of marlboro full flavors. So i 
wanted my voice 2 be heard. If they are legal what give ya'll the rite to tell us 
americans we cant smoke a product that we enjoy. Thanks. STEVEN!!! 

----------
Sent from my Verizon Wireless mobile phone
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Somers, Karen M

From: Tammie Simmons 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 4:24 PM
To: TPSAC

Importance: High

I am a very proud American, and as an American, I appreciate the fact that in this country we have 
the right to choose. If menthol cigarettes are taken off shelves, our right to choose isn’t there any 
longer. This would mean that this country is not a free country at all.
 
Thank you.

Tammie Simmons

Somers, Karen M

From: Sean J 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 4:18 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: no ban on menthol

I do believe what follows speaks for itself, and as a smoker, not just of menthol but in general, I 
protest the ban of Menthol cigarette sales. It's nothing worse than a non menthol cigarette, it's just a 
taste. It would be like banning Mt. Dew because it tastes different from Pepsi. Not to mention the fact 
that I personally can not smoke non menthol cigarettes that often as they are far to harsh for my 
throat to handle and cause me to cough where as Menthol cigarettes do not

What have these studies found?

The science is clear and compelling. The best available scientific evidence demonstrates that menthol
cigarettes have the same health effects as nonmenthol cigarettes. Menthol neither causes people to 
smoke, nor deters them from quitting. A menthol cigarette is just another cigarette — and should be 
treated no differently. Menthol cigarettes simply give adult smokers a taste choice. 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



76

Somers, Karen M

From: james musk 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 4:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: to the concern on are rights use are stripping one by one like magicians.

MY INFO IS JIMMY MUSK,  USA. 
TO THE CONCERN OF MINE AS MILLIONS BANDING MENTHOL CIGARETTES  IS UNREAL ON ARE RIGHTS FOR 1 WE 
HAVE RIGHTS ,RIGHT TO SPEECH ,RIGHT TO CHOOSE IF BAND GIGS MIGHT AS WELL BAND BEER WINE ALL STUFF 90 
PERCENT DO I DONT DRINK SO BAND IT AS I DO NOT DRINK SO AS MOST DONT SMOKE WANT IT BAND ALL IF HAD 
THEE CHANCE IF SEE MY POINT AS NOT A DRINKER AT ALL BE AS WELL AS THIS .
MY GREAT GRAMS SMOKED 2-3 PACKS MENTHOL TO GREAT AGE LATE 80'S AN HAD NOT ONE LUNG,SMOKING 
PROBLEM AS USE SAY AN IT IS FACT NO WHEEZE NOTHING ITS  WE CAN GET ARE RIGHTS STRIPPED AS WELL 
AS ECONOMY IS IN TURMOIL NOW AN EXP NEWPORT BEST CIGARETTES  OUT THERE ON MY BELIEF OF TRYING MOST 
MENTHOL ON MARKET GREAT TASTE FULL BOLD SWEET .BY DOING THIS MENTHOL MAKE UP I SAY 32-40 PERCENT 
OUT THERE SOME WERE IN AREA I SAY ? ALL PEOPLE I NO SMOKE MENTHOL AN ITS NO THIS WOULD NOT 
ONLY START A MARCH FOR RIGHTS BUT A HUGE COLLAPSE IN TAXES AN WORK JUST IN THE USA 
NOT INCLUDING OTHER COUNTRIES SAY HOW WE CANT BUY LESS MADE PEOPLE LOOSE WORK ELSE WERE DOMINO 
AFFECT .IF THEY BE BANNED I LOVE START FREEDOM MARCH FROM R.I TO WASHINGTON AN I WILL TRY HARD REAL 
HARD AS I AM SICK ALREADY MY RIGHTS GOING IN TOILET SOON WE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO  WITHOUT PAYING 
TAXES OH WE DO SORRY WATER TAXES LOL.
I SAY USE HAVE MILLIONS OF MOODY AMERICANS AS I  AM JUST LAID OF AS OF NOW ALL YEARS WITH COMPANY 
WHEN STUPID SECOND HAND NO SMOKE IN ANY BUILDINGS  CAME IN EFFECT KILLING MILLIONS IN REVENUE 
PEOPLE LOST JOBS LESS JANITORS CLEANUPS ETC SO USE DID GREAT THERE NICE JOB.
BUT MOODY PPL ALL DAY OUTSIDE IN COLD PPL QUIT ,GET IN FIGHTS AS NOT NEEDING CIGARETTE JUST THE  
HAVE STAND OUTSIDE IN COLD AS ALL IN BUILDING SMOKE ANYWAY SO POINT ? IT WAS NOT THOUGHT THROUGH 
AN REALLY NEEDS TO GO BACK TO THE BOARD I SAY ESPECIALLY AT THIS ECONOMIC CRISIS WITHOUT TOBACCO 
USA BE IN ECONOMIC CRISIS TRY IT FOR 1 MONTH STATES BE CRYING FOR FUNDS   SO MANY LOOSE AS USE RAISE 
TRYING GET THEM QUIT WELL SEEMS HEALTH INSURANCE BILL DONT SEEM BE DOING  ANYWAY LIKE SCHOOL 
KIDS IN YARD FIGHTING OVER JELLO PACK SO AS BRINGING DOWN PRICE  AS ITS 70 PERCENT TAXES 
HELP ECONOMY SO MUCH BOUNCE BACK IN A YEAR IF PPL STOPPED SPENDING ON SOME DUDES AFRO IN AFRICA  AN 
WE WORRY ABOUT ARE PPL FIRST I NEED OPERATION NO ONE WILL HELP CARES ,OBAMA WROTE BASICALLY BACK 
GO CLINIC OK SAID CANT DO NOTHING OK SO WHY WORRY ABOUT THIS ? MORE MONEY ? I THINK THIS COUNTRY IS 
GOING TO TOILET WHEN COMPANY LIKE NEWPORT,MARLBORO ETC TELL PPL WHAT USE WANT PPL NOW AN USE 
BUST THERE  SEVERE AN THEN TAKE IT OUT ON CUSTOMERS MAYBE FEDERAL SHOULD GO BACK LOOK 
AT ALCOHOL,JAIL,KILLS,LIVER,HOSPITAL,CAR CRASHES KILLS HOM MANY DAILY AN WORSE THEN ANY DRUG ON A 
DETOX  YET WHY USE LET ALL GO USE DRINK MY OPINION NO BIG DEAL MOST DO NOT SAYING IN BAD WAY BUT IF 
DO IT TO ONE THATS WAY LESS A THREAT AN BRINGS BILLIONS IN REVENUE AN ALWAYS DOING STUDY S AN CARE 
ABOUT CUSTOMERS WAY MORE THEN SAY BUDWEISER DOES AS THEY BURN PPL DOWN HERE IN  AT 
CONCERTS ALCOHOL   WAS  REASON MANY DID NOT GET OUT HARD WHEN DRUNK WALK NEVER MIND IN A PANIC 
WAS NOT A CIG COMPANY SPONSOR IDIOTS AS THESE TYPES  OF GROUPS TO EACH HIS OWN IF I HAD CASH I START 
A HUGE WEBSITE GETTING AS MANY SIGNATURES I COULD AN PPLS OPINION GOOD AN BAD MAY BE ON THIS SO USE 
SEE WHAT PPL WANT NOT SOME MAN SMOKED 80 YEARS GOT CANCER CANT EVEN REALLY PROVE ITS FROM 
SMOKING MY AUNT HAD LUNG CANCER NEVER SMOKED A DAY IN HER LIFE AND DIED AN THEY SAY THEY DID NOT 
THINK EVEN IN 40'S IT WAS BAD COME ON PPL NEW CARBON MONOXIDE WAS WHY NOT SUE ARMY FOR ASBESTOS 
ALL THEY USED ALL OVER DURING WARS AN IN GOVT BUILDINGS.JUST EXAMPLE OK .
ALL IS MY OPINION UNDER WHAT WE HAVE LEFT OF FREE SPEECH AN I LIKE THIS GO OUT A COPY TO ALL WORKING 
ON PROJECT THE CIG COMPANY'S AS WELL UNDER RIGHT TO HERE PUBLICS OPINION FREE SPEECH MAY NOT LOOK 
PRETTY I AM WRITING FAST  LAPTOP NOT FORTUNE 500 MAN SORRY JUST ORDINARY JOE WANTING MY 
RIGHTS AN WILL FIGHT FOR THEM AS MY SON MAY NOT SMOKE HOPE HE DONT BE 80.00 A PACK BY THEN ! BUT IF 
STARTS THINGS AS THIS NEXT BE THIS AN THAT AN SEEMS LAST 20 YEARS WE LOST MORE RIGHTS THEN WE HAVE 
LEFT FUNNY WE ARE ALL ONE COUNTRY EVER STOP ASK WHY EVERY STATE ,CITY,TOWN HAS DIFFERENT LAWS 
 EXAMPLE 50 TICKET HERE OK HERE DEATH HERE JAIL FOR LIFE HERE DO IT ALL YOU WANT ITS OK .
WHY THIS COUNTRY IS BUILT ON  LIES AND WAY TO BIG OF A GOVT AN THIS IS UNDER MY RIGHT AS A USA 
CITIZEN GOING BACK TO TEMPLARS ,TO USA TO FIGHT BRITISH ALL WARS WE FOUGHT TO GET KICKED PUNCHED 
SLAPPED NO ONE WOULD EVEN TOOK IT FROM ENGLAND AS THEY HAVE A LITTLE MORE ASPECT ON HUMAN LIFE 
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SEEMS IF ARE ANCESTORS NEW WHAT IT BE HELD AS .
UNDER RIGHTS SPEECH IS FREE MY OPINION AS IT CHANGES DAILY ON ISSUES AS THINGS COME OUT BUT THIS IS 
JUST PLAIN UNREAL ITS BEEN IN FACES FOR WELL SINCE INDIANS AN UNDER LAWS OF CULTURES IT IS WRONG TO 
DO SO AS SAYING US CATHOLICS CAN NOT EAT DAILY BREAD NO MORE ITS BAD GERMS ETC.I SAY LIVE LET LIVE PPL 
WILL DO IT ANYWAY USE ARE JUST MAKING WAY FOR ORGANIZED CRIME OR IS WHAT THEY WANT AS LOOK 
WHAT PROBATION'S     BROUGHT CRIME KILLINGS MORE GANGS MAFIA TOOK MORE POWER FROM SICILY TO HERE 
OVER NIGHT WAS A GOLDEN TICKET AND USE WAS THE FACTORY WE WAS UM-PA LUMPER'S AN GOT IT REAL GOOD 
STILL SHOWS KENNEDY'S DID GOOD WHAT WAS THEY AGAIN OH PRESIDENTS SENATORS ETC PPL RUNNING 
COUNTRY BUT THIS TIME BE IRAQ , COUNTRY'S LIKE THIS EUROPE COUNTRIES WILL BE THE KING PINS ON THIS 
DEAL USE WANT THIS AS SEE IT IN ISLANDS ALREADY ON VACATION CARTOON 10-15 SAME OVERSEAS SO THEY WILL 
AS MANY RUN THE  STORES HOW THIS HAPPENED AS WE CANT GET JOBS ARE GOVT GIVES THEM STORES NICE 
.ALL IS UNDER MY FREEDOM OF SPEECH MEAN NO HARM JUST SPEAKING MY MIND AN RIGHT TO DO SO AS NO ONE 
DOES NOTHING FOR ME AN I AM SICK OF IT NOW I AM GOING START GETTING INVOLVED ALL OVER I CAN AN IM 
SICK NEED OPERATION AS TEETH ARE ROTTING GO AFTER TOOTHPASTE AS FLUORIDE KILLED MY TEETH OK LET ME 
NO AN  WATER IS RUSTY AN GROSS HAVE GET SNEAK SAMPLE OR ARE 2 MAYORS IN TOWN OF 3,000 
MAYBE SIZE OF A MALL PARKING LOT MAY TRY HIDE IT ALL PPL SEEING RUSTY WATER AN NOT JUST THIS WINTER 
IN SUMMER WE CHANGED THE BOILER THOUGHT WAS THIS NO COLD ALSO AN HOT STILL AN ALL PPL SAY SAME 
,REALLY WANT HELP HELP ME REALLY DO SOMETHING CAN BE REALLY PROUD OF SEEN MY TEETH FROM WATER 
AN FLUORIDE OVER BRUSHING NOW TELL US TO MUCH IS BAD USE BE NEEDED IT NOW THEY TELL ME .
NO ONE CARES AT ALL ENDLESS IT IS MAKING HUGE WORLDWIDE IMPACT ,GETTING NEW SHOWING THE PUBLIC USE 
ARE STILL ALIVE HERE .
OK I THINK I SAID ENOUGH GOT SOME OF CHEST ALL UNDER MY RIGHTS OF FREE SPEECH AS SAID AN CANT BE 
USED IN ANY WAY AGAINST ME OR VIOLATE MY RIGHTS  AN RIGHTS USE ASK FOR OPINIONS AS WELL SEEMS RIGHT 
AN ANYTHING I DID NOT THINK OFF EATING USE WELL THINK ABOUT IT PEACE TO ALL AN GOD BLESS IT WE NEED 
IT WITH THIS COUNTRIES LEADERS.

Somers, Karen M

From: pamela swann 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 3:58 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban Menthol Cigarettes

Ms. Cohen,
I am a menthol smoker and have been for many years. I have made a few attempts to quit and have 
been unsucessful. But, I still attempt at times and will quit (sooner before later I hope). Anyways, 
Newport sent me a flier saying that I can write you and express my concern about the banning of 
Newports (only for their own finacial gain). I would like to do the opposite. Whether or not I beleive if it 
is my right to choose a flavor of cigerettes is besides the point. It is bad for us, is the point. I know that 
if we are able to ban the sale of Newports I will be able to quit smoking since Newports are the only 
cigerettes I smoke or will ever smoke. So keep on with your plight it will help pave the way for many 
Americans to quit. And most of us do want to quit and even a greater majority wishes they never 
started at all, I am one of those people. 
 
Thank You 
Pamela Swann

In 
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Somers, Karen M

From: Cyndilu 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 2:47 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarrettes

Why should you care what I smoke if I smoke?  I am a grown woman and I choose to smoke.  I choose to smoke Newport 
cigarettes which contain menthol.  Yes, I am a black woman and I smoke.  I smoke Newports.  I like Newports.  I will 
continue to smoke Newports until I stop smoking if that ever happens.  Leave my choice alone!

Somers, Karen M

From: tracy martinez 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 2:46 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes(my opinion)

To whom it may concern:
 
I've read about the FDA considering to ban all menthol cigarettes. I feel this is absurd and a violation 
of my constitutional rights as a human. I should be allowed to chose my flavor of cigarette. It is not 
right to take away choices that affect only the one person involved. If this happens, it is clearly just 
another way for government to take control of our lives and dictate how we live. These kinds of 
people give others bad reputations and non role model views. Get off the power trip and live a little :) 
You may actually enjoy life and make a few of your own choices. 
 
Tracy 

Somers, Karen M

From: Joshua Earles 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 1:07 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Disagreement

-- 

 
My name is Joshua Earles and I am an ex-smoker. December 1, 2008 to be exact. I do understand the horrible effects the 
cigarettes have on the body. However, I extremely disagree with banning menthol cigarettes. The effects on the body 
could not never be worse on the body. If banning menthol accomplishes anything you might as well ban all cigarettes in 
general. This action doesn't make any since to me.
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Somers, Karen M

From: STEPHEN YANEY 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 12:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthal cigerettes

well here we go again just another freedom our goverment wants to take away. i have smoked menthol gigarettes for 
47yrs. now i guess ii will smoke pot afterall they  will both be illegall !  stephen g 
yaney                                                                                                                                                                                         
                                           

Somers, Karen M

From: ROGER R. LAST_NAME 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 11:48 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: MENTHOLS CIARETTES

I AM VERY SICK AND TIRED OF THE GOV. TRYING TO RUN OUR LIVES AND TELL US WHAT WE CAN AND 
CANNOT HAVE LEAVE WELL ENOUGH ALONE        THANK YOU 

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 11:44 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: www.understandingmenthol.com

Sounds like a type of prohibition to me which we all know didn't work. I personally enjoy smoking 
menthol cigarettes for the taste as non menthol leaves a harsh taste.

Somers, Karen M

From: JennD 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 11:04 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigs

I think banning menthol cigs is unfair why do only menthol smokers get punished?? All cigs
are bad yes but to just punish one kind of smoker is wrong. I think this ban is stupid and
horrible!!!  If you're going to ban menthol you should ban all.. what happened to 
freedom?? Cigs aren't illegal they're a crutch a comfort do not take that away. I'm sure 
if you're a non smoker you won't understand but please listen to what I'm saying and 
consider the facts. I speak for many.  

Sincerely,
ak

Sent from my Samsung Mobile
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Somers, Karen M

From: Bonnie 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 9:21 AM
To: TPSAC
Cc: Lee
Subject: menthol cigarettes

My opinion is if your going to quit you will. Menthol or NON-menthol, it doesn't make a difference!  
 
I have quit many times and smoked both non menthol and menthol both are equally hard to quit.  I know years ago it was 
easier.  Now there putting more garbage and more nicotine in cigarettes, so Yes it is harder to quit both non-menthol and 
menthol.  My husband smokes non-menthol and I smoke menthol.  I do plan on quitting again, either way.
 
I wish they would ban both.
 
What helped me quit was the nose spay (very expensive and not covered by insurance) and Nicotine Cappuccino 
Lozenges, in which they don't sell that FLAVOR any more, maybe, the government Banned that flavor as well, because 
they realized people were quitting.  Who knows anymore.
 
This is The USA and We fought for our FREEDOM OF CHOICE.
 
THANK YOU.
 
Bonnie Rubin

Somers, Karen M

From: Alisa Taylor 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 5:40 AM
To: TPSAC

I am allergic to normal cigarettes I vomit and cough and feel extremely Ill when I try to smoke 
them when I have managed to smoke several in a row, I get congested. I've been smoking menthol 
for over 22+ years I do not have COPD, emphysema, heart disease, high blood pressure, circulation 
problems or any other ailments. How can you tell people what they can and cant do? That is like 
trying to ban Vicks or any product with menthol for the common cold or patches that help with your 
back. We live in America I thought that meant something!? If we I.D. smokers and let adults make 
their own choices there is no need for this, it just doesn't make sense
 
Concerned smoker,
ALISA&Chris Taylor
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Somers, Karen M

From: awames 
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 12:08 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: (no subject)

I have been a smoker for 20 years, and it has been menthol cigarettes. I really don't understand why 
you would get rid or band menthol, because it is the most bought cigarettes, if you look at prices 
Newport Menthol's are the one that is mostly bought, next to Marlboro menthol, as Maverick menthol. 
I look at it this way if people choose to smoke menthol, it should be our choice. So please don't take 
away someone's pleasure. 
 
 
 
         thank you, melissa wames

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 11:27 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: new message

do not take away menthol newports its what newports is all bout the nice menthol flavor.  if you ban them youll have a lot 
of angry customers including me.  i am signing this petition to not ban menthol cigs

Somers, Karen M

From: GLORIA MEEKINS 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 3:32 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: About cigarettes

Im a former cigarette smoker, and I must say, since quitting three years ago, I've been feeling great everyday since. Im 42 
yrs. old and I honestly believe that my health would be very poor had I not stopped when I did. So because cigarettes are 
addictive, that in it self is the main and most important reason they should be BANNED!!!! I fell that people should at least 
have a fair chance at choosing to smoke or not. So many people want to quit but can't and we both know that the 
addictive agents that are used is the reason they can't. Thanx for this opportunity to speak out.
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Somers, Karen M

From: Julie Vasquez 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 11:04 PM
To: TPSAC
Cc:
Subject: Ban on Menthol Cigarettes

February 4, 2011
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,
 
I was just informed that the FDA plans to impose a ban on menthol cigarettes beginning in March and 
I am very upset about this.
 
What is the reasoning behind this ban.  I've been a menthol cigarette smoker for many years now and 
prefer menthol over regular cigarettes.  I have seen the price of cigarettes go up over the years and 
found that this was discriminating as it was but to ban menthol cigarettes without further proof of any 
additional damage these may cause.  Again this is being discriminating.
 
Both my husband and my mother smoked regular cigarettes for many years and I myself smoked 
regular cigarettes for some time.  Didn't like them and so I switched.
 
It sounds as if this is just the beginning of a total ban of cigarettes, first menthol then regular.  Will you 
also be banning cigars and their various flavors.
 
Please note that I think this ban is unfair and unjust and should not be allowed.
 

Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
Julie M. Vasquez
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Somers, Karen M

From: Michael Spero 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 10:42 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Michael Spero

I opened my coupon saving book today that I got in the mail and it told me to read an important notice 
and what I read really disturb me saying that the FDA is gonna bann Methol Cigarettes all togather 
which really upsets me who gives them the right to deside what a person is allowed to do with there 
own bodies........It's bad enough they are putting stops to smoking in certian areas now there telling 
us we can't smoke methol cigarettes knowing the whole reason people buy a certian brand of 
cigarettes is because it has Methol..........This is getting down right rediculious I can't smoke at a bus 
stop I can't smoke on a hospital grounds and now they are talking about banning methol cigarettes.I 
feel you have better things to do then pick on smokers.........I am not for this banning Methol 
Cigarettes cause I feel we have the right to smoke what we want no matter if it's good for us or not. 

Somers, Karen M

From: Nick Smieja 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 10:21 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Hello,

This is Nicholas Smieja, I reside in the United States of America, I am 22 years old, and I have been 
a smoker - of menthol cigarettes - since I was 18 years old. 

I was recently informed that your facility/lab/etc.  was conducting a study on the effects of menthol 
cigarettes on the human body; in efforts to possibly ban/make illegal menthol cigarettes in the US.  

Honestly, I don't see the point. A cigarette is a cigarette. You add a basic mint/peppermint based 
plant to the mix and its a menthol.  Menthol is used in MANY other products. If you're putting so much 
effort into the effects of menthol in cigarettes, you might as well go after everything. Skin lotion, cough 
drops, chest rubs, etc. etc. 

The added menthol to cigarettes is not more than a flavor and a feeling.  It adds nothing to the 
addictiveness of the cigarette; that is purely the nicotine.  

If you find it necessary to recommend that menthol cigarettes be banned.. then you might as well go 
ahead and ban menthol all together. 

But then again, and forgive my accusations/assumptions.  For all we (menthol) smokers know, you 
are nothing but a band of political hypocrites trying to destroy the cigarette corporations. Smoking is 
our god/life given right. If we choose to smoke, we can smoke. No one, NO ONE has a single right or 
word to say as to what we can do with OUR lives.  

If you "find" some reason to recommend menthol cigarettes be banned, we will find a way to keep 
smoking them. Menthol cigarettes will become the modern day marijuana. Believe it or not.  

Menthol cigarettes are real big now; and we want to smoke them.  Let us.    Do your studies.  
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Research.  But remember, we are Americans, and we have a right to smoke cigarettes, they are not 
illegal.  Find a reason to make menthol cigarettes illegal, everything will fall to make all cigarettes 
illegal, or crime rates will go up, as people are caught smoking/selling/buying menthol cigarettes 
illegally.  

As I stated earlier, I never said you were politically ran, I really hope not, for that would be unethical.  
But tobacco is a plant, menthol is a plant.  Both are used widely..WIDELY. Ban menthol in cigarettes, 
might as well ban menthol completely.  

Yours kindly,

Nicholas Smieja

Somers, Karen M

From: Brett and Nicole Wynings 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 7:54 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: The Right to Smoke What I want...

I'm a 22 year old menthol smoker, and have been for about 8 years. 
 
I don't feel that you should be able to tell us what we can smoke. There aren't any other health risks 
in menthols than any other cigarettes. Banning menthols could be considered as a form of racism. 
Why ban these because they are different from others? That's not fair.
 
I believe that we should have a right to make a personal choice to use any LEGAL product.
 
Please take this into consideration!!!
 
 
 
Thank you,
 
Brett Wynings
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Somers, Karen M

From: juan hernandez 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 7:50 PM
To: TPSAC

Hi im writing this letter to u guys to suggest that scientists arent the ppl who should decide or give 
ideas into baning the menthol cigarette. it should be the comunity that smokes or the nonsmokers.
 
thank u 
juan

Somers, Karen M

From: wes 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 7:37 PM
To: TPSAC

I don’t want menthol taken off the market, its no different than any other cigarette

Somers, Karen M

From: Amy Adkins 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 7:34 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

To Whom it May Concern,
         I have been smoking cigarettes for 13 years. I started when I was 12 and am now 25. I started 
smoking Marlboro reds, then after maybe 2 years switched to Newports. So I have been smoking 
Menthol Cigarettes for 11 years. Please tell me what is the reasoning behind the latest news of you 
wanting  to ban all menthol cigarettes? What is the difference between menthol and non-menthol 
besides flavor? You can not tell people dont smoke these, smoke these. Who over there is in charge 
of soda, should I watch to see if they start telling me to drink Coke instead of Pepsi? It makes no 
sense, everyone who has a brain knows cigarettes are bad for you, but it is our choice whether to 
smoke or not. It should also be our choice to smoke what ever flavor we choose. Remember this is 
supposed to be the land of the FREE. Dont tell me what flavor cigarette I have to smoke. I can decide 
that for myself thank you.                                                            
                                                                                                                 Amy Adkins
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Somers, Karen M

From: Marisol Portalatin Guzmán 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 7:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthol Cigarettes

To whom it may concern;
 
It's my understanding that you want ban or restrict all menthol cigarettes.  I dont think this would help 
you or any anybody else, after all it is the consumers choice what they want to smoke or if they want 
to for that matter. After all it is a legal product.
Also, there are enough restrictions already about where we should smoke, so for those who do and 
have considerations of others, let us smoke what we want. I do understand its a health issue, but we 
go back to the same thing ( it's the consumers decision what they want to do ) ( not what they should 
do ) I consider Mariguana to be a very lethal product and yet it was approved to become legal, not 
only does it smell bad but I personally dont think it would help anyone who smokes it. So with this 
said I really think that banning menthol cigarettes its a waste of time., there are better and 
more important things out there that really need attention and restrictions.

Best Regards !
Marisol Portalatin Guzmán  http://gfx2.hotmail.com/mail/w4/pr01/ltr/emoticons/rose.gif

Somers, Karen M

From: Sierra Brower 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 6:03 PM
To: TPSAC

Please do not band menthol will not be pretty for alot of people with all the mood changes..

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 6:00 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: tobacco products

dear sirs i have apersonal right to choose to smok ll menthol cigarettes. if you really
wanted to make all americans to stop smoking then  just totally shut dowm all tobacco 
companies. problem sloved. clean air. if not then  menthol cigarettes. thank you. 
Gaynell Miller.
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Somers, Karen M

From: Big dog 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 5:49 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act 

I believe that the scientific evidence does not show that menthol in cigarettes is harmful, and that Americans 
have a right to make a personal choice to use any legal product. Some, however, advocate banning menthol 
cigarettes. If menthol is banned, about 30 percent of all cigarettes would become illegal. Prohibition of menthol 
cigarettes would lead to the illegal sale of more dangerous cigarettes through an unprecedented underground 
market. 

Somers, Karen M

From: Allan Moss 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 5:16 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigs?

If the people chose to smoke menthol cigs that is there choice. I have beed someking menthol for a 
long time. I would like to have the choice not someone tell me you have to smoke non menthol well I 
dont smoke the style and they say you have no choice like Has it turned into that we have to fight 
for what kind of cigarettes we want A cigarette is a cigarette if you dont want to smoke Menthol then 
dont If you do then go ahead It should be the smokeers choice. It is a leagal product and we have the 
right to make a personal personal choice to use a leagal product

Somers, Karen M

From: Katherine Lamunyon 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 4:59 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigaretts

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN  I HAVE BEEN A SMOKER FOR OVER 20 YRS I HAVE TRIED ALL KINDS AND 
AFTER 20YRS OF SMOKING MENTHOL I DO NOT HAVE SMOKERS COUGH LIKE THE NON MENTHOL SMOKING DO
I UNDERSTAND MY RISK OF SMOKING PERIOD BUT IT IS MY CHOICE AND IF THAT CHOICE IS TAKEN 
AWAY THEN I MUST ASK WHAT IS NEXT? WILL U LIMIT WHAT I EAT OR DRINK OR HOW ABOUT HOW MUCH 
AIR I BREATH? MY CHOICE RIGHT? IM PROUD TO BE A AMERICAN AND HAVE MY FREEDOM OF CHOICE IF 
THAT CHANGES THEN I SHALL NO LONGER FEEL LIKE A AMERICAN               HAVE A GOOD DAY
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Somers, Karen M

From: Online eMail 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 4:51 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: MENTHOL CIGARETTE BAN

While I believe that the idea of helping people is what is behind whats being done.  Is ther not a line 
that can be crossed? and if so where is that line?The choice to smoke is a free choice, and the flavor 
to smoke is a free choice.  Please do not be a part or encourage the idea of making laws about what 
flavor cigarettes a so called "free" person in a "free" country can have with out being a criminal.  
Thank you for your time and understanding

                                                          Joseph M. Scott
                                                      Infantry lead the way!

Somers, Karen M

From: Danny Keys 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 4:32 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthols

on one have a have nothing to say about menthols cigarettes but you guys .If you guys band 
menthols i wounld guit ,i can't smoke in bars ,or jobs and after dinner ,if was up to you guys i will not 
be able to smoke in my own home.

Somers, Karen M

From: Virginia Susan Alm 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 3:58 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Study

Whatever your study results are, please reconsider restricting or banning menthol cigarettes.  This is on the "more 
regulations" road to limit the peoples' personal freedom right to CHOICE to use ANY LEGAL PRODUCT.  
 
Please mind your own business.
 
Virginia Alm

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Denielle Winbush 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 3:47 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning or restricting the use of menthol cigarettes

To Whom it May Concern:
 
I have recently received a mailing from the cigarette company that I purchase my cigarettes from that 
the FDA is working on a proposal to possibly ban or restrict the use of menthol cigarettes.  I am 
writing you to voice my disapproval with this proposal.  When did it become ok for the FDA to step in 
and try to ban or restrict a certain type of cigarette??  Cigarettes are LEGAL the last time that I 
checked, but maybe you would like to put us back in the prohibition days when smoking and drinking 
were not legal.  Although the state has taken away my abilty to smoke where I want to I do not 
believe that the FDA should have the opportunity to ban or restrict the type of cigarette that I want to 
smoke.
 
Why doesnt the FDA start working on banning some of these medications that are on the market with 
the class action law suits.  I believe that is where your focus should be.  NOT on trying to ban 
something that is LEGAL for me to do.  I am of an adult age to make my own decisions to smoke 
cigarettes and I do not need or want the FDA to step in and tell me what they think I should be doing 
with my life.
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Denielle Winbush
An adult smoker who does not wish to have her right to chose taken away from her.

Somers, Karen M

From: CYNTHIAWORKMAN
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 3:37 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

I got a letter stating you were considering banning menthol cigarettes. I dont understand this at all. I 
dont think they are any worse than non-menthol. This is just another way to mess with the smokers 
and the companies. I am tired of hearing about all these health issues. Yes they cause problems, but 
I dont see anybody going after the alcohol users who cause car accidents and deaths due to their 
drunk driving. As much tax as on cigarettes, and yes people know the health concerns, it is time to 
just let it be. I know then there is all the medical issues you bring up. Again what about the alcohol 
users and the problems they cause when they paralyze and individual. Why is it it just cigarettes and 
not alcohol being targeted?

 

Cigarettes are cigarettes and whether they are menthol or non menthol they all have the same health 
risks. 

(b) (6)
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This is my opinion, and it probably wont matter, but really look at alcohol too for a change.

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 6:31 PM
To: TPSAC
Cc:
Subject: menthol

I think people should have the choice to smoke which ever choice theh want menthol or non menthol. Every time you turn 
around the goverment is telling us how we should live. Tax this Ban this  Raise this price if it was not for poor people there 
would be no rich people because we still have to pay if we want it regardless to what it is look at gas everyday it goes up 
things they should focus on the goverment or aka/FDA will not look that way.So tell me after years and years of anyone 
smoking menthol cigaretts why change them or band them? The people all ready have a choice to smoke them or not,and 
some choose to smoke them and some do not. But the goverment aka/FDA is trying to legalize majaina/reefa as long as it 
benifit them they are happy.look at corn liquior when people sold it back in the day and made it ,it was illigale but the 
goverment can do it and its legal in the state stores so leave people alone and let them make their own choice.of what 
they want and dont want. why should you/aka/FDA make the choice for millions of people/consumers. That dont make 
you RIGHT

Somers, Karen M

From: Olivia Beers 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 3:22 PM
To: TPSAC

      I am trying to find a reason for such a law to be passed, to take something that is legal and take it 
away from the general public, im disgusted not only will you take hundreds of jobs away from working 
americans in a recession but you will force your own oppinions on others who dont care what that 
oppinion is. there is always going to be something wrong with everything you over analyze and 
critique something that is a legal privelige. Goodness i could only imagine 20 years from now when 
you have outlawed everything for minor issues. maybe if we spent our time working on important 
issues such as fixing and not nixing you could actually do something worth while and benneficial to 
the world.
 
 
    How dare you.
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Somers, Karen M

From: Marva L. Collier [mcollier@drc.nv.gov]
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 3:03 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Do not ban menthol

Attachments: Notebook.jpg

Menthol cigarettes are a personal choice of people who smoke and should not be taken off the 
market.  They should be treated as any other type of cigarette and be available for a smoker's choice.
 
Okay cigarettes are bad for you but so is a million other things and people should have a right to 
choose.
 
 

Marva L. Collier

Admin. Assist. III

DRC Business Office

702-486-6018

702-486-6368 Fax

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confidentiality Notice: This email message and any files transmitted with it may contain confidential information intended only for the person(s) to 
whom this email is addressed.  E-mail and accompanying documents are covered by the electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. §§ 
2510-2521. If you are not the intended recipient or an agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have 
received this document in error and that any review, dissemination, copying, or the taking of any action based on the contents of this information is 
strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by phone or email and destroy the original message 
without making a copy.  

 

This e-mail might contain personal opinions and statements that may not reflect official State of Nevada policy or official Desert Regional Center policy.
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Somers, Karen M

From: Barbara 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 2:39 PM
To: TPSAC

I’ve just heard that you are suggesting taking menthol cigarettes off of the market.  Please don’t do 
that.  I can’t believe that you want to take another one of our rights away from us.  We don’t seem to 
have a choice in anything these days.  Please consider what we are saying.

 

Barbara Cox

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 2:17 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Opinion

I think government should stay out of my business and not decide for my personal decisions. We live 
in the U.S. not Russia... If I personally make my own decisions, too bad. I dont need big brother to 
wipe my .. Joseph Cicierski

      EMAIL  

Somers, Karen M

From: Henrysplus 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 2:11 PM
To: TPSAC

Hell I am Altamese Henry 

I sent this e=mail to your department because I tried to contact the makers of new port cigarettes by 
phone and by e=mail and both contacts that they give in the package they sent my house is wrong. 
There for I'm hoping your department can either send me back an e=mail with the right information or 
contact them either way I would be much thankful.

Hello 
you do not know me but you sent coupons to my address for my son, But my son do not live with me and Praise GOD,he 
no longer have need of those defiling products you promotes. For our family knows what smoking can do to a person, we 
have  seen many of our own family and friends destroyed by this. and we agree that the promotions of it should be 
stop So please stop sending all of your products,coupons, promotions to my address  

  And I will be contacting the Food and Drug Administration as I Pray For you all.. Thank You

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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In accordance with 21 CFR 20.10, the above word has been deleted.
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Somers, Karen M

From: smokeyfan1000 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 2:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning menthol Cigarettes

I have emailed you because the FDA is planning to ban menthol cigarettes.
 
I am asking that you reconsider this plan. There are enough discriminatory  sanctions against 
smokers as it is. In my opinion, the government’s excessive cigarette taxes, and price raising ,anti 
smoking attitudes, having banned smoking in public places is plenty of discrimination against 
smokers.
 
You should stick to testing prescription drugs, & new foods, and the like, and leave the smokers the 

 alone. Those of us that choose to smoke, know the risks. We enjoy our cigarettes.
 
I see legally sold alcoholic beverages doing more damage to the public of the USA than I see 
cigarettes doing. But you’re not going out of your way to do anything about that. And those who drink 
also know the risks. And they should have the right to drink alcoholic beverages should they so 
desire. After all this is America, Land Of The Free the last time I checked. 
 
I ,for one , am standing against your attempt to remove yet another personal right of Americans. Do 
something better with the American Citizen’s hard earned money that we pay in taxes,due to out of 
control taxing & totally excessive & stupid government overspending is funding your attempts to 
further reduce our rights of pleasure.
 
Something like testing the new prescription drugs that you’ve been letting slip through, that are bad 
for one’s health & have deadly side effects. Leave the smokers the  alone. And quit abusing the 
power of your administration.
 
                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                
                                                 Signed:
                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                
                                         Mad as  and tired of my rights being taken away.
                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                
                                                        Mike Regan
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Somers, Karen M

From: kim r 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 2:00 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Attachments: --static--springfantasy_lt.gif; --static--springfantasy_tl.gif

Dear FDA Scientists,
 
I am a Smoker of Newport Menthol cigarettes. Hearing about what the FDA is trying to 
do is obserde. It is like telling someone they have to use regular cream in their coffee 
because the flavored is not good for you. 
We make a personal choice to smoke. Yes, we all know the health hazzards of smoking 
but it is OUR choice to smoke. Yes, we have the choice to quit but that's exactly what it 
is "A Choice" I know that quiting is hard, and I know that when I am ready to make that 
choice I will. 
 
In my opinion, I have had less colds in the years that I have smokes Menthol flavored 
cigarettes than the breif time that I smokes non-menthol cigarettes. 
 
Also, as for them causing cancer, yes that is a possability but let me tell you this. My 
father smokes 3 packs aday for as long as I can remember and he just passed away at 
the age of 58 and it was not from smoking. He passed away from Primary Brain Cancer, 
you all know that Primary Brain Cancer starts in the Brain not from any where else in 
the body. His lungs were Cancer Free.
 
So, Tell the FDA that instead of spending all this money on seeing if Menthol is bad for 
us who CHOOSE to smoke that flavor. USE the MONEY to find a CURE for the Worse 
Brain Cancer that is out there. I am sure you may know what GBM stands for. That is 
the type of Brain Cancer that My Father passed away from. 
 
Have them use there money for something that will do GOOD in other areas not in a 
place where WE as consumer Choose. He did not CHOOSE to get BRAIN CANCER. People 
need to learn that we all have the cancer gene in our bodies, it is just dormaint. 
 
They need to look at different ways to help people with cancers that don't have a cure. I 
am sorry you hear about this cancer and that cancer Yet you hear NOTHING about Brain 
Cancer. 
 
Sincerely,
Kimberly Bush
 

 Resident.

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: jess degidio 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 1:57 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Newports Menthol

Dear FDA,
 
I do not see the point of banning menthol especially since it is legal. I am a menthol smoker and I 
personally will only smoke newport menthol because of the taste. There is a big difference between 
the taste. You guys are saying that menthol is bad for us but it is our choice on what we do especially 
since it is legal. If you really think about it, this is the same as telling people they can't eat McDonalds 
because it contains to much fat. This is the same as banning food or drinks. You guys are trying to 
ban menthol because of the effects, but I have been a smoker for three years of only Newport 
hundreds and my lungs are still perfect and I can still do sports and run the same as before. Why are 
you going after menthol cigarettes? When chewing tobacco is worse and can cause mouth cancer  
which is ten times worse than lung cancer. If you guys were to ban newports menthol, look at what it 
is going to lead to. more and more banning. Everytime you guys ban something you guys are taking 
away more and more peoples freedom. This country is suppose to be one that gives people rights 
and freedom but the FDA just keeps taking more and more things away. Soon this is going to get out 
of hand and you will take away everything that we love. There is no reason to ban it because 
everyone who smokes it knows the risks  and it is our choice whether we choose to continue smoking 
it or not.
 
From, your friendly Newport Smoker 

Somers, Karen M

From: Henrysplus 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 1:52 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Pl3ease stop sending your produts and promotions

Hello 

my name is Altamese Henry and I am sending this letter to your address in hopes that you 
department can get in touch with 

the makers of new pork cigarettes company, or e-mail me the right number or e

Hello 
you do not know me but you sent coupons to my address for my son, But my son do not live with me and Praise GOD,he 
no longer have need of those defieling products you promotes. So please stop sending all of your products,coupons, 
promotions to my address   And I will be contacting the Food and Drug 
Administration as I Pray For you all.. Thank You

-mail to contact them by for the one i have off of the package the sent to my house is not correct. I 
would much grateful. 

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Nina Gutierrez 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 1:16 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: PLEASE DO NOT CONSIDER RESTRICTING OR BANNING MENTHOL CIGARETTES - 

MY BODY-MY LIFE-MY CHOICE!!!!

Importance: High

 
PLEASE DO NOT CONSIDER RESTRICTING OR BANNING MENTHOL CIGARETTES - MY 
BODY-MY LIFE-MY CHOICE!!!!
 
To whom it may concern (yeah right)
 
I really dont have the time to sit here and type some long but very needed letter of my feelings on the 
possibility of banning menthol cigarettes, 
but feel it important enough to at least send a quick email.
 
Im not sure why this is even being consider, possibly for some health reason (as always blammed).
 Its said that smoking is bad for your health. So then whether menthol or not shouldn't matter. I feel 
this is the anti-smokers way of making even more money off menthol smokers, because if restricting 
menthol cigarettes is what is decided then the prices will go up even more rediculously. 
 
It should be up to each individual smoker whether to smoke menthol or non-menthol cigarettes. Just 
as it is up to each individual smoker to smoke or not smoke. 
MY BODY-MY LIFE-MY CHOICE!!!!
 
PLEASE DO NOT CONSIDER RESTRICTING OR BANNING MENTHOL CIGARETTES - MY 
BODY-MY LIFE-MY CHOICE!!!!
 
 

Nina

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: scrappy dont 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 1:07 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthols.

To whomever it may concern,
 
                                            Hello, I'm writing this email in response to a mailer i received. It's about a 
possible recommendation or decision on banning menthol cigarettes. It's my right as an American 
to choose. I don't agree with these tactics of taxing things to basically ban them, and letting the 
government decide what i can and can't put in my body. Who are the people who push this stuff 
through and what gives them the high moral right to decide what i should and shouldn't be doing...
 Actually, It's quite insulting. Your basically telling "we the people" that we aren't smart enough to 
make our own decisions and that we need your help to live our lives. News flash, the world and it's 
people have been around and flourishing without your help for a very long time. Yous should take all 
the time, money, and energy that your expending on finding clever ways to strip stuff away from the 
American public on cures, treatments, and research for people. I understand the science of your 
argument but you should remember that this is America and smokers are adults, who read the 
warnings on the packs, and no one likes being told what they can and cant do. Also think of crime, 
from smugglers and  criminals in general. It's gonna open up a box you wish you could close.
 
                                                                                               Thank you.                                      

Somers, Karen M

From: Teri 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 1:06 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: the ban of menthol cigarettes

FDA;
 
you and the politicians that are trying to infringe on my rights living in these united states of America are destroying my 
rights of freedom to a legal substance...now of all things menthol cigarettes...I have a right to purchase any tobacco that is 
legal and you have no right to take that away...I will bring my concerns to where-ever or who-ever I have to.. to stop this 
huge injustice. I can make my own choice.I don't need you making it for me. please reconsider your position on the ban of 
menthol cigarettes.
 
Theresa Robinson  

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 12:37 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: DO NOT BAND MENTHOL 

PLEASE WHAT DOES IT MATTER WHAT BRAND OR TYPE I SMOKE IT IS MY CHOICE.  I CHOSE TO SMOKE 
KNOWING THE RAMAFICATIONS (I AM 55 YEARS OLD).  I HAVE A CHOICE, I'M AN AMERICAN AND PROUD OF 
BEING ONE AS LONG AS I CAN MAKE CHOICES IN MY LIFE.  I DON'T WANT THE GOVERNMENT TO MAKE 
CHOICES FOR ME AND PENILIZE ME FOR IT.
THANK YOU
LUANN DURSO

Somers, Karen M

From: Amy Farmer 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 12:16 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

I am writing to fight for the right for freedom to buy whatever I want, if it has been approved and on 
the market.  You should think about taking food from your children, it’s all covered in chemicals and 
steroids. It takes idiots like you all to actually start this  about menthol cigarettes. GET A LIFE 
AND LEAVE  ALONE ABOUT CIGARETTES!

 

 

 

 

Somers, Karen M

From: Tom Watson 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 11:47 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

I have been a menthol smoker for 40 years and believe that the menthol inhaled has kept me from 
getting a cold and in very good health in all these years. I also believe it's a subject that's well worth 
studying. If you ban menthol in cigarettes, will you also ban it in other products such as chewing gum, 
toothpaste and mouthwash along with the many other products that uses the mint. 

                                                                                Thank you,

  _____  
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Somers, Karen M

From: Jim&joyce Hovel 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 11:35 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol ban

I guess now I can say I've heard it all!  l from cigarettes???  I'm sorry but what more is the 
government going to waste money on? I do not see the reasoning behind this. I am not addicted to 
menthol. Its the nicotine.  What next banning menthol in Vicks vaporub? Cough drops?
Sorry but I think its my choice to smoke menthol not yours.
Proud to be an American with freedom to  choose!

-- 
Jim&Joyce

Somers, Karen M

From: T. COPENHAVER 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 11:13 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: banning menthol cigarettes

I don't think this is right.  If you do this people are going to find  a way to obtain menthol cigarettes.  This is like the 
Prohibition Act that was passed back in the Depression Era.  How many more rights does the government think they can 
take away from people.  Not only that but we pay cigarette taxes so what about all the revenue that will be lost in this 
decision.  What's next?  Theresa Copenhaver

Somers, Karen M

From: Reilly, Catherine 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 10:31 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: newport

Stop, I want to smoke what I want,Catherine Reilly

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 10:03 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

As a menthol cigarette smoker who is 37 years old I do not support a ban of menthol cigarettes! It should be the 
responsibility of retail outlets to ensure sales to minors are not allowed

Somers, Karen M

From: Chris 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 9:25 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning of menthol cigarettes. 

Menthol cigarettes are no more dangerous than any other cigarette. The FDA knows this, as 
they/you have been given reports saying as much. If the FDA wants to ban menthol 
cigarettes, then they should ban all cigarettes, cigars, pipe tobacco, etc. 

Somers, Karen M

From: Lamont Dozier, sr. 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 9:15 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: OPINION: RE: Newport Survey??

ID# 
     I enjoy Newport Cigarettes.  Although I smoke too many of them, At least they are a lot milder than 
Kools.  The Menthol is a lot smoother, Lorillard is a more respectable and community-oriented 
cigarette manufacturer than some I could name.

Somers, Karen M

From: mackenize kurtz 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 9:10 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

don't ban menthol cigarettes, thats all i smoke. i don't believe the studies behind this ban.
 
thank you,
Mackenize Kurtz age 26

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



101

Somers, Karen M

From: Stacey D Bauer 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 8:49 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Choice

I would like to voice that a choice for smokers should not be taken away. Please review the facts and make the proper 
call.  If drinkers of adult beverages have endless choices how can it be fair to the smokers to have no choice.  Thanks for 
listening.  
 
 
 
Stacey Bauer

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 8:42 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

Good morning,

I am sending this email in regards to the menthol cigarettes.  At this time I am, aware 
that the FDA is looking into banning them.  I am a USA citizen and feel that my rights 
keep being taken away.  I choose menthol cigarettes as my choice and should be able to 
continue smoking them as long as I choose to do so.  Each and every smoker knows the risks
of smoking all together and even though we smoke don’t mean that were criminals or bad 
people.  Smoking is legal and we pay a great deal of taxes to be able to smoke.  I feel as
if smokers are treated unfairly and now it shows once again how the FDA wants to control 
our lives.  Please don’t change the menthol and let people be who they want to be. Thank 
you in advance for your time in this matter.

Charlotte LaBelle

Somers, Karen M

From: katherine soto 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 7:56 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

I am writing this email concerning your decision on trying to ban menthol cigarettes. I am a smoker of 
menthol cigarettes and that is what I prefer. I think we should have the option of what type of cigarette 
we smoke. We understand the harmful effects of menthol cigarettes but there are also other harmful 
things that are legal and people have the option to ingest such as alchohol, certain foods, and regular 
cigarettes. We have the option to consume them and we should have the option to smoke a menthol 
cigarette as long as we understand the harmful effects. Please don't take the menthol cigarettes 
away. They have been around for many many years and have had the option to enjoy them, why ban 
them now. 
 
 
                                                                                                  Thank you for taking the time to read 
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this,
                                                                                                                              
 
                                                                                                           Katherine Soto
                                                                                                            

Somers, Karen M

From: Heather Myers 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 2:55 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Ban- NO NO NO

If you ban menthol cigarettes than you miaswell ban them all. It doesnt make any sense to ban just one type. So what if 
people want to hurt their health. Its their body, their choice. Some people smoke to stay sane in this crazy world we live in. 
Why would you want to take that away from them? Why not just leave well enough alone.

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 2:31 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol BAN

I feel that as a smoker I have the right to have some choice in what i 
choice to smoke. If your going to banned menthol cigarettes why not 
just ban all tobacco products. Its truely rediculous how a committee of 
most likely no smoker scientist and politicians are going to tell the 
population of smokers in the United States that they cant smoke what 
they want because after all these years something has change to make 
someone else want to govern what i can put into my body but yet its 
legal to smoke cigarettes and its been that way for years and people 
have always had a choice to what they wanted to smoke from non-menthol 
to menthol or even filters or non to the kind of d they want to 
smoke. So dont banned menthol cigarettes it will  people off and 
most likely just like in all other cases will tur em to something 
else to fulfill there need which probably will be something not so 
legal.

Sincerely,
A taxpayer, cigarette smoker, and USA citizen
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Somers, Karen M

From: Steven Karpeal 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 2:03 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: I support the ban on menthol tobacco products

That is all

Somers, Karen M

From: Gary Weir 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 12:40 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Hello, 
I just wanted to give you my opinion about banning menthol cigarettes.
My husband and I have smoking Menthol cigarettes for around 10 years now, and I truly believe that 
we should have the right to smoke WHATEVER kind of cigarettes we want!
Everyone whom are smokers, know the risks we are taking when we light each and every cigarette! 
No matter the flavor. We are spending our hard working money to have this habit to support MANY 
things with our tax money we bring in, don't you think we should have the RIGHT to smoke what we 
like, or for our choosing? This is ridiculous, and it needs to be stopped! Many Americans smoke 
menthol, and don't think anyone would appreciate this! Just let us smoke what we choose. Everything 
is "Too Bad, or Not Good Enough", and this is outrageous! Sorry to be mean, but you are the people 
trying to take something I honestly enjoy, and sometimes look forward to away! This is Not Fair to 
ANYONE, and does not need to continue! There are other problems, and issues that I feel should be 
addressed before you should dig something up as stupid as this!

Thank you for your time, and hope understanding,
Jennifer L. Johnson

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Theresa Wiltgen 
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2011 11:21 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: MY Choice

This does not seem right at all. I have a choice to smoke menthol cigarettes.and I should always have 
that right. For one I did not start smoking untill I got cancer at age 18 when I became  nervous  and 
upset getting it. Goverment and use need to stay out of peoples choices in life. I have read just about 
everything on cancer and the effects of smoking. the truth of the matter is , one day a non-smoker 
complained about his/her rights now it is time for the smokers to speak up. Everyone had a choice to 
smoke or not, besides everything now a days effects our health in one way or another. quit picking on 
menthol and or smoking for that matter and start to really concentrate on NOT rushing all these 
medicahines you put out on the market. Then find out they are more harmfull then helpful. This is still 
the United States of America and we still have the right to choose !!!!!!! I choose menthol Cigarettes 
because non-menthol taste nasty to me. QUIT TRYING TO TAKE ALL OUR RIGHTS AWAY> I am 
sorry you do not smoke but that does not give you the right to take my choice away. The Government 
needs to stay out of the American's people rights they are turning the U.S.A. into another country, 
one with out our rights. Slowly the U.S.A will no longer have and rights this to me does not seem fair.

Somers, Karen M

From: Holly Di Matties 
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2011 10:35 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Please Do Not Ban!!!

I'm 25 years old and started smoking newport menthol 100's when I turned 18 years old. I then was 
able to make the decision to smoke as i was 18 years old and it was the law at the time. Now the law 
you must be 19 years old to smoke. My mother, step-father and I all smoke the same brand. We 
really do not wish to have menthol cigarettes to be ban! It's bad enough we pay outrages prices to 
smoke! We know the consequences that any type of tobacco products can cause. So as I am one of 
the people voicing my opinion on your ban of menthol cigarettes. I do not agree nor want them to be 
BAN!!!!  Thank you for your time.
 
                                                                               Holly Jones

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: King Fabian 
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 10:27 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

I was just informed about your thoughts to ban menthol cigarettes.  That is absurd and ludicrous.  
With the taxes we already endure and high costs .... its ridiculous to think that our right to freedom of 
choice could be jeopardized.
 
Please reconsider.

Therese Fabian

Somers, Karen M

From: LineOps 
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 8:25 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning of Menthol Cigarettes

Please do not ban menthol cigarettes it has been my choice of cigarettes for well over 25 years. Thank You S.N. 

This e-mail and any attachments are for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain 
information that is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient(s) and have received this e-mail in 
error, please immediately notify the sender by return e-mail and delete this e-mail from your 
computer. Any distribution, disclosure or the taking of any other action by anyone other than the 
intended recipient(s) is strictly prohibited.

Somers, Karen M

From: Sharon Spencer 
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 7:41 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Mentol Cigarettes

If you are not going to make all cigarettes illegal, why menthol? Is it because they have been aimed at 
the Black community for years? Is it because they are more addictive than others? If so, you allowed 
this for decades. I see smokeasies (like speakeasies) in my future and you know how well that 
worked for alcohol. I also see smoking laws getting more strict. 
 
Since you have to power to tell Black people what to do, stop fast food places from selling 
inappropriate foods in urban areas. I bet in upper class areas there are more salads and healthy 
kidsmeals on the menu.
 
All I can say is if you want to restrict or ban menthol cigarettes, it would be in your best interest to 
restrict and ban all cigarettes.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 7:06 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Fwd: Attention. 

Message is below. 

Sent from my iPod

Begin forwarded message:

From: 
Date: January 31, 2011 3:53:15 PM EST
To: "TPSAC@fda.hhs.gov" <TPSAC@fda.hhs.gov>
Subject: Attention. 

I am a happy menthol ciggarette smoker for over ten years. And I enjoy  
newports to be exact.
I think it is a shame for the FDA to even get involved with such a  
topic. We as Americans have every bit of right to use or consume any  
thing that is a legal product.
And for the government needs to back off of the ciggarette companies.  
The government has caused the ciggarette companies enough grief in  
regards to what labels,or advertising , and every little complaint  
from non smokers.
It has gotten redicolous with the laws the us government is creating  
every single day.
It is our choice to smoke. It is our choice to understand health  
issues. And now your going to try to determine if menthol ciggarettes  
are scientificaly bad. Come on FDA give us a break.
We know cigarettes are not healthy. But to put under microscope and  
start picking apart what type or style of tobacco is this or that.
You really need to stop and take a broader look at this and what your  
causing everyone that chooses to smoke whatever brand or style of  
tobacco.
I really look forward to hearing back from your office.
Your friend
Eric forbes.
Loyal Newport menthol smoker.

Sent from my iPod

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Travis Hall 
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 3:43 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

I think if I wanna pay to smoke menthol cigs then I should be able to smoke whatever cigs 
I want please do not ban my menthol

      

Somers, Karen M

From: Powerful News 
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 3:19 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Dear Cayron, (For the reason I smoke Ciggerattes)

Attachments: --static--liam_heartbubbles_bottomleft.jpg

Hi, my name is Meggan. I have been a Menthol Smoker for 5 years now. About 5 years ago, or so, I had been brutally 
stabbed by someone in the work force. I had become mad at the world and mad at everything around me, until 4-5 years 
ago, I picked up a menthol ciggeratte. Since then, I have became more aware of my surroundings, and more intuned 
within my peaceful side. I have become more aware not everyone is this underminding.
 
    I just wanted to point out from my own experience, that if laws continue to push Tobacco away, people in my postion, 
may fall.
 
...Please, don't loose more people when it's the one thing I know that keeps (myself a survior) alive and alot more happy 
with decisions I will make in the future.
 
 
Thanks,
 
Meggan

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Shane-O Asmus 
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 2:04 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Don't ban menthol cigarettes

Menthol is a very delicious tasting cigarette. Don't minimize a smokers choice of taste.

      ----Shane-O

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 1:15 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Smokers rights1

    I am opposed to taking cigarette smoker Rights away!!! Menthol or non-menthol. This IS a FREE 
COUNTRY, where I as a citizen born and raised, wish to KEEP my RIGHTS!!!!!!!! I am also opposed 
to ALL the taxes being imposed on the tobacco industies. Tobacco is NOT the legal "drug" that 
causes some 90% of accidents.  If our government needs money so badly, why notdents in this 
country! Alcohol IS that legal "drug" that is the leading caise of accidents! Where are the taxes for 
that? If our country needs money so badly, why not tax the alcohol companies and drinkers?????? 
This baffels me! It should be treated the same as the tobacco industries are being treated, and the 
customers thereof. Why, as smokers, should we have to pay more than those who drink alcohol? 
What happened To the fairness of business in this country, when one industry is being OVERLY 
taxed, and the other stays the same, EVEN has gone sown on occassion!!! Has anyone read the 
definintion of Democrcy lately????? And what about "Freedome and Justice For ALL? For whatever 
good this letter may do, I write it to try and help the smokersof this America! ( And the government if 
anyone is listening anymore.) Are we REALLY being heard anymore on ANY subject that benefits the 
people?????
                                                                 An avid smoker, and citisen of the United States,
                                                                               Vicki Pozanc
                                                                                  2/15/2011
                                                                      

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: brittani markie 
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 12:45 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Please do not banned menthol cigarettes

I am a Newport smoker and I strictly only smoke Newport menthol cigarettes I do not drink and I do 
not do any drugs I do not believe that menthol cigarettes do any more damage than any other 
cigarettes it is our right to chose what we consume in our body and I believe that it is not fair to take 
that right away from us

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 12:03 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

Greetings,
  I am a female born the 50's and have been smoking menthols since age 15.Although I do believe it 
is a good idea for me to quit smoking... it is a matter of preferance. And it has nothing to do with 
minorities.I started smoking when I saw my father smoke...thought I was cool. There is nothing cool 
about smoking as I have learned thru the years.I am 55 y/o and have never had health problems due 
to smoking.What I do have are wrinkles around my mouth from years of smoking...smokers face I 
think it is called.If you can come up with a plan for that then go for it.Also with the cost if cigarettes so 
high here in  many people are smoking off brand cigarettes that are really bad for you. I used to 
smoke Newports...now I smoke a brand called Senika for 3.87 a pack...and who the  knows what 
kind of  is inside that cigarette.They also have a cigar cigarette out called Remingtons @ .99 per 
pack...could be rolled up manure in there...who knows...but people are smoking them.
 
 
                                                                                                Sincerely,
                                                                                                          A satisfied smoker.

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 10:06 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

I've been smoking menthol for years. whats next no smoke in my own home? That'll be the day. get on those that kill 
through alchohol. I can't smoke but I can go get drunk and kill people with my car and thats OK, right. get off my case and 
let me live like an American. 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) 
(6) In 
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In accordance with 21 CFR 20.10, the above words have been deleted.

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: DARRELL PITTMAN 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 11:33 PM
To: TPSAC

 
Are you people going to ban breathing soon?  there is no substantial evidence to support banning 
only menthol cigarettes.  Isn't our economy suffering enough?  do we really want to put more people 
out of business?  Don't you think that your time would be better spent keeping our food from being 
contaminated every other week for the past few years. 

Somers, Karen M

From: michelle stanfill 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 9:47 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: banning menthol

I am sending this email to stop the banning of menthol cigarettes.  I believe that smoking is a choice.  
No matter what flavor we chose, it is a choice of the consumer.
Thank you for your time,
Michelle Stanfill

Somers, Karen M

From: jaNET mARIANO 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 9:18 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: ban on menthol cigarettes

I am a long time smoker and have always smoked menthol cigarettes.  I am againist banning menthol 
cigarettes.  Put all the warning you want on the packs and tax them to death, like you don't already 
but leave them alone.  Go after the alcohol industry or what about sugar and all the damage 
sugar causes a body. If you are an adult, and I am, I should be able to smoke what I want no matter 
what the issues are with smoking, its my choice.  
Janet Mariano
age 52 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Lisa German 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 4:04 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Newport Menthol

I believe that people should smoke whatever they want to smoke, As long as there paying for them. 
As long as the customer is satisfy with the menthol. 

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 4:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Newport Menthol

I believe that people should smoke whatever they want to smoke, As long as there paying for them. As long as the 
customer is satisfy with the menthol.

Somers, Karen M

From: Jeni Michalski [jmichalski@metapts.com]
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 1:40 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: DO NOT BANN MENTHOL CIGARETTES

Importance: High

Attachments: image001.jpg

Carny Cohen, M.S.

Center for Tobacco Products

Food And Drug Administration

 

Do Not Bann Menthol Cigarettes!  

 

I do not believe that menthol cigarettes should be treated any differently by the FDA than non-
menthol cigarettes.  I believe that Americans have the right to make a personal choice to use any 
LEGAL product. 

 

I would hope that politics does not trump good science here! 

 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Thank you.

 

 

 

 

 

Jeni Michalski MPj04049220000[1]

Senior Certified Occupancy Specialist

Metropolitan Associates

(414) 273-1515 x117

Voicemail x286

jmichalski@metapts.com

www.metapts.com

 

 

 

Somers, Karen M

From: Leslie Isham 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 11:52 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban on Menthol cigarettes

To Whom it May Concern:
 
I understand you are doing a study on the effects of menthol cigarettes.  I believe if we (the public at 
large) are going to smoke we should be allowed to choose what we smoke.  It has been made very 
clear the health problems associated with smoking and still we are choosing to smoke.  By taking 
away half of the choice is crazy.  I'm a grown person and believe that I should have to the right to 
choose.  I don't know if there's a differance between non-menthol and menthol but I do know that I 
DESERVE the right to have a choice.  I don't believe by removing menthol people will quit and what 
of the illegal production and deaths that were to occur from that if the ban should be made?  
 
Please consider us the public grown and able to choose.
 
Thank you,

(b) (6)
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Leslie Isham

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 11:51 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Hello,

My name is Yolanda Moore and I live in 

I am writing to say that I understand the effects of cigarette's and have so for 20 plus 
years; however, I do not agree with the government telling what I can and cannot put in my
body.  Especially a legal substance. Please do not take away my right to choose.

Somers, Karen M

From: Evan M. Corey 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 9:55 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Opinion That Doesn't Matter

Banning menthol cigarettes would be ridiculous. You are taking the next step to banning all cigarettes 
as alcohol was before...stop trying to control everyone as the puppet master and we are on strings,
 people can smoke whichever cigarettes they want and will get them whether they are legal or not. 
Not to mention the taxes are so high on cigarettes you would lose out on all of those menthol sales.
 Haven't you already seen that banning alcohol didn't work? They are different things, but they are the 
same issue...control by the government and freedom of the people. 
 
-Evan from 

          

 Regards, 

      
  -Evan M. Corey : "The Ball Don't Lie"-Sheed 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: norbert steube 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 8:44 AM
To: TPSAC
Cc: norbert steube
Subject: smoking

Why does the FDA not stop the alcohol business? You blame everything  
on smokers, what about drunks? Drunk drivers kill, disfigure people,  
cause unknown property damage, as well as all the personal health  
issues. You never hear the FDA come out with figures on any of that,  
how lives are destroyed by people who drink to the excess.  Or even a  
little, you know it impairs people but still its no big deal to the  
FDA. Yes I smoke, yes i have an occasional drink, but i see no reason  
for any govt agency to tell me what to do. Not unless you go after  
everyone for everything....... drinking, guns, smoking ETC.

But you cant can you? Too much money in those other things from  
lobbyists. You know what is really funny? The taxes from my smoking  
are needed......... if everyone stopped where do you get that revenue?  
Higher taxes elsewhere, see how much people cry then!

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 8:42 AM
To: TPSAC

I cant believe that the government is actually trying to control what kind of cigarettes people smoke. I think that it's very 
wrong. If your of legal age you should be able to do anything that is legal. This is just a way for more government 
involvement. If your going to ban menthol cigarettes you should ban them all. It's not fair that half the people in this 
country can enjoy smoking the cigarettes that they wish, while menthol smokers will have to change their brand. Isn't it 
bad enough that the taxes are up so high on cigarettes. If people are willing to pay that then I believe that they should be 
able to smoke what they want and not what the government says they should be smoking. And if menthol cigarettes are 
banned people are still going to find a way to make them and the government is just going to lose more money & more 
people are going to get in trouble for smoking the brand of cigarettes that they enjoy. Quite frankly it's all  
anymore.
 
Sincerely,
Ashley Hitechew

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

In 
d

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In accordance with 21 CFR 20.10, the above word has been deleted.
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Somers, Karen M

From: L. BALL 
Sent: Sunday, February 13, 2011 10:24 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Smoking is bad

Hello
 
I just got a coupon from Lorillard Tobacco for the brand of cigarettes I used to smoke.  In their 
advertisement, they ask I tell you what I think.
 
Menthol is very addictive and it took me many tries, many years to quit.  Unfortunately, not before I 
got esophageal cancer.  I understand the smoking increased the risk of this type of cancer by about 
60%, particularly the menthol cigarettes.... menthol causes reflux... reflux causes several different 
disorders that lead to esophageal cancer.  
 
If I did not have this menthol or this brand, I would go without cigarettes, so I am positive I was 
addicted to the menthol in this particular brand.  I was told that the tobacco companies "put hidden 
addictives" in the cigarettes; but I do not know if this is a fact or not.  If it is, please do whatever you 
can to stop it.  
Do what you can to make it harder for these companies to put the addictive chemicals in the 
cigarettes.
 
That's my opinion.  I don’t think they expected this from a "consumer" - correction: former consumer.  
It was not until I was in the hospital almost 3 weeks that I was able to quit.  I struggled with "wanting a 
cigarette" for a long time, even as I couldn't stand the smell of others' smoke.
 
Linda Ball

Somers, Karen M

From: Qdoba Temple 
Sent: Sunday, February 13, 2011 4:58 PM
To: TPSAC

SMOKES ARE SMOKES.  IF ONE IS BANNED, YOU MUST BAN THEM ALL.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Terrance Hodges 
Sent: Sunday, February 13, 2011 4:15 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol flavor

Newport is my brand by choice. It's no different than clothing or food. It is solely up to me to decide. 
Just as a wine tasters are a  connoisseur to a particular brand I am similar when purchasing 
mine...NEWPORT (SHORT/BOX) FILTER KINGS. 

THANKS SINCERELY,

FOR YOUR TIME AND CONSIDERATION...TERRACE ALLEN HODGES 

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Sunday, February 13, 2011 4:05 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: (no subject)

pls dont banning on menthol cigarette  I notice that when i smoke menthol 
cigarette and help me less headaches but other regular cigarette always make me 
headaches  i rather to use menthol cigarette better i believe that they like it and 
they dont have to control on it and let them choice what do they want  

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Sunday, February 13, 2011 3:32 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes!

As a 54 year old adult I feel the choice should be mine to make  as to weather I want to 
to smoke Menthol Cigarettes or not! Since Menthol Cigarettes are legal and have been legal
for years, I feel they should remain legal and and stay that way. 

Suddenly after all these years you want you want to ban them and now make them illegal and
all due to them having a menthol flavor that's insane! Come on the menthol gives us a 
choice of a flavor, nothing more! Why are you screwing with us and what we want or like. 
If were an adult the choice should be ours to make for our selves,   we are smoking a 
legal product that's been around for a very long time. Leave us alone!  

What's next?  Are you also going to ban us from eating foods products, that have a menthol
flavor?  Or maybe your then going to ban us from using cosmetic products that contain 
menthol as well? If that's the case where is it going to end.   

Come on people let's get real about what will happen if you ban menthol cigarettes! People
will find a way to purchase them weather its from the black market or from Mexico or where
ever they will find a way. If its from the black market, or from some other source or  
underground sources! You will in fact be the cause of that happening, because there are 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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those of us who like the flavor of menthol cigarettes. It's a  Cigarette with a menthol 
flavor, that give us a choice between menthol or non menthol and that is all.

People will then be purchasing Cigarettes that are not in fact regulated by any one not 
even you, Is that what you want to have happen?? I have to wonder what else will be put 
into those cigarettes, so that people will want to buy them from the black markets?? What 
other  addictive/dangerous substance will then be added to our cigarettes, since no one 
will be regulating the black markets menthol cigarettes they will get away with doing it? 
You will in fact be making things far worse if you ban these cigarettes!

People will obtain them one way or another, just as people did with Alcohol years ago when
Alcohol was illegal! IE, Prohibition!! People ended up going to prison due to prohibition.
Alcohol wasn't regulated during Prohibition, err go moon shine from stills! I have to 
wonder how many people died from alcohol poisoning, because let's face facts alcohol is  
poisonous to our bodies and too much of that can kill people. Too high of an alcohol 
content can kill people! And how many alcoholics do we have in this country, far too many!
Oh wait that's right as long as they aren't hurting any one else air that's OK isn't it?? 
But they will get behind the wheel of their car and mow some innocent child  over and 
that's OK isn't it?! 

And still people are dying from alcohol related deaths, every thing from hazing to car 
accidents etc, what are you doing about all of that. At least I'm not going to kill 
another person while I'm smoking my menthol cigarette and driving my car! But how about 
those people drinking and driving, yea they most likely will.   
 
I wonder how many law suits there will be when people end up going to prison for having or
smoking menthol cigarettes? And believe me people will get arrested due to their addiction
and due to your ban on them. Once they are banned they become illegal, and that spells 
jail/prison for people caught with the banned cigarettes.  I wonder if you will be sued 
due to your knowledge of the fact that people were allowed to become addicted to 
cigarettes, and the FDA allowed people to smoke them knowing they would become addicted? 
I'm just wondering what will be the back lash with all of that.   

If menthol Cigarettes are banned it will then in fact become illegal for people to 
own/smoke these cigarettes. How much more 
Stressed out will our police become, our prison become and all due to your banning them, 
and all due to a flavor choice? Ugh, really? 

Come on people, get real!!!! As some one who worked as a Correctional Officer for years I 
can tell you that the last thing our prison systems need are more people being dumped into
the system. And for some thing as stupid as Menthol Cigarettes! And believe me if you ban 
them and they become illegal people will end up going to prison for having or getting 
them!

And one more thing that you may want to consider. When ever some thing is made illegal it 
seems to make people want that item even more. Teenagers seem to desire that item even 
more, any thing that's illegal or banned becomes some thing that's desired even more. All 
you are going to do is make people want it even more.

There are those who buck the system every chance that they get. All you will in fact be 
doing is raising the value of these type of cigarettes. While I agree that smoking 
probably isn't the greatest thing that we as people can do, some of us do enjoy it. I am 
an adult and I'm fully capable of making a choice for my self as to weather I wish to 
smoke menthol cigarettes or not! This choice has been my choice for years and now you 
suddenly want to change thing....please leave us alone with what we have decided for our 
selves!

Also as I said if you don't want to raise the value of these cigarettes don't ban them. 
There are those people who just love to go against what the law says, they will work to 
obtain what ever is banned just to see if they can do it. It becomes a challenge to them. 
Children will want to get a hold of them simply because they are banned, they will see 
them as an even greater challenge to try to get a hold of them. The easiest way to make 
people want some thing even more is to put a ban upon them. 

Please do not mess with what has been legal for all of these years!  Menthol cigarettes 
simply give us a choice of flavor and that is all!  As an Adult its a choice that I make 
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for my self, I don't need you to make that choice for me! 

Sincerely, Cynthia Wall
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry

Somers, Karen M

From: Kevin Titus 
Sent: Sunday, February 13, 2011 1:47 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarette Ban Study

Caryn Cohen, M.S.
Center for Tobacco Products
Food and Drug Administration
9200 Corporate Blvd, Rm. 320W
Rockville, MD 20850-3229
 
Re: Menthol Cigarette Ban Study
 
Dear Caryn Cohen, M.S.,
 
I have been a long time menthol cigarette enthusiast and I am looking forward to the results
of the menthol cigarette study currently underway.  It is my belief that menthol cigarettes are
cigarettes, no different than non-menthol cigarettes except in offering an option of personal
preference in cigarette taste.  Cigarettes are by their very nature a deadly product, whether
menthol or non-menthol.  
 

It it my understanding that this study is being conducted in part to address the results of a National 
Survey on Drug Use and Health which found that nearly 45% of smokers aged 12 to 17 use menthol 
cigarettes, that most black teen-aged smokers, and 82.7% of black adult smokers favor menthol's.

 

If 45% of smokers aged 12 to 17 use menthol cigarettes, it would appear that 55% are using non-
menthol

cigarettes.  Maybe this would suggest that menthol cigarettes are less popular than non-menthol 
cigarettes among young smokers?  

 

I happen to be a white adult smoker who favors menthol's.  Why should my personal preference in 
choice of menthol versus non-menthol cigarette, which are both deadly products, be limited ?

 

I appreciate your concern in this matter.

 

Sincerely,

(b) (6)
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Kevin Titus

 

Somers, Karen M

From: joe grabka ]
Sent: Sunday, February 13, 2011 11:59 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

To whom it may concern,
Quit taking away our freedom of choice.  As a 53 year old working male, I feel it's an outrage and a 
violation of my rights for the government to constantly tell me what I can and can not consume.  I'm 
sure your time and efforts can be put to better use elsewhere.  Leave menthol cigarettes alone!

Joe

Somers, Karen M

From: Jones, Michael 
Sent: Sunday, February 13, 2011 2:40 AM
To: TPSAC

I enjoy smoking menthol cigarettes. I think Americans should have the freedom to smoke 
whatever cigarettes they chose. With a good scientific basis, consumers should be informed
of any dangers and allowed a choice. Please don't let politics get in the way of an 
American company and American consumers conducting legal business.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: NICOLE C SANTIAGO 
Sent: Sunday, February 13, 2011 12:59 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: No ban on menthol cigarettes

Good evening, I am writing in reference to the possible ban on menthol cigarettes. I am a Newport smoker for over 10 
years and am well aware of the possible health risks, to take away menthol cigarettes would be taking away a choice that 
smokers make everyday. Maybe the FDA should look into the different flavors of syrup people put on their pancakes, or 
the many varieties of gum and candy flavors out there. There is little scientific proof that menthol cigarettes are more 
harmful than non-menthol, just like light full flavor cigarettes, a cigarette is a cigarette. It has been proven time and again 
that my choice as well as millions of other Americans suffer everyday not from smoking, but from the one's who raise the 
prices and taxes on cigarettes as well as other means to deter people from smoking. Please do not take away menthol 
because there is no reason to, no scientific proof and it is our decision to choose menthol. Smokers are well aware of the 
possible health effects of smoking, but we choose to do it anyway and it is our right, so please think twice before making a 
decision to ban menthol cigarettes and put brands out of business. Thank you for your time,
                                                                                   Nicole C. Santiago-Passi

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 10:17 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Customer ID # 

To Whom It May Concern ;
 
My opinion on the subject of banning menthol cigarettes,  is if  the plan is to ban menthol cigs.
Then why wouldn't ALL  cigarettes be banned ?   Why would menthol cigarettes be treated any differently,
than any / all  cigarettes ? Americans should / do have the right to make personal choice, as to what type
cigarette they smoke, (  they are legal  -  menthol  and non- menthol ) .

Somers, Karen M

From: Jennifer Larkman 
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 9:01 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

I am writing in regards to banning menthol cigarettes. I don't think menthol cigarettes should be 
treated any differently than any other cigarette. I've enjoyed menthol cigarettes and don't think it's fair 
that you are considering banning these. What happened to freedom of choice in the USA? It is not an 
illegal substance I am using, so please let me continue to enjoy such cigarettes.   

    

Food fight? Enjoy some healthy debate
in the Yahoo! Answers Food & Drink Q&A.
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Somers, Karen M

From: JoAnne Colon 
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 7:23 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

Attachments: --static--bluescrapbook_b.gif; --static--bluescrapbook_t.gif

Why are you trying to band menthol cigarettes?  It's bad enough that we smokers have a habit can't we be allowed to 
smoke whatever we want. Were is the American freedom of choice?
 
Thank you for your time.

Somers, Karen M

From: Kellie Sims 
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 6:50 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Study of Menthol in Cigarettes

   Hello! :)
How are you today? If anybody really reads these emails, then you might remember me? I sent an 
email about 2wks ago. I am taking this subject very seriously for a few reasons. First: I am a firm 
believer in freedom of choice! As long as my choices do not harm any other human being, I should be 
able to do  anything I choose to do. I always try my best to treat others the way I want them to treat 
me. With respect. I am considerate of other peoples' choices and expect them to be considerate of 
mine. We will not always agree on the choices we make. But we don't have to agree, we accept and 
compremise. How else can the human population cohabitate?
   I don't mind not smoking around people who don't smoke. If I'm in their house or their car, or even 
in close proximity to them and they ask me not to, I don't. But in the same respect. If they are in my 
house or car, or we are out in public and not in close proximity to eachother, then I expect that they 
have the same consideration for me. " I respect your right to not smoke. (Smoking is still legal... for 
now.) Therefore, You need to respect my right to smoke. 
   It is a bad habit? YES. Is it expensive? OMG YES!! Should people be encouraged to take up 
smoking? 

 NO! Again, (Smoking is still legal... for now.) Is smoking addictive? YES! VERY!! Is smoking 
harmful to the body? YES. (Evevntually). Are the Tabacco Companies targeting children? NO! You 
have to be 18yrs. old to smoke. 
   All those things could be asked about alot of things that are legal. Drinking. (Which is so much 
worse then smoking). You have to be 21yrs. old. Wow! There is so many more bad things we can say 
about drinking, it's too many to begin mentioning!!! But you aren't targeting alcohol are you... How 
about limiting the different kinds of liquor or beer? Supposedly, liquor is much more harmful then 
beer. Why not ban liquor? This is no different then what you are trying to do with Menthol cigarettes. 
Or any flavored cigarettes. 
   You are taking upon yourselves, with the help of special interest groups, (which I prefer to call,"Self 
Interest Groups" to limit our choices as Americans and as Humans!! Personal Freedoms...
   This isn't just about smoking. There is a much larger issue at stake here! Freedom of Choice!!!

(b) (6)
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Thankyou for taking the time to read this. You will be hearing from me again... Sincerely, Kellie Sims
   

    

8:00? 8:25? 8:40? Find a flick in no time
with theYahoo! Search movie showtime shortcut.

Somers, Karen M

From: Sandra Bicknase 
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 6:49 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

To whom this may concern,
 
 As a menthol smoker I believe it is my right to choose what i want to smoke, when I want to smoke, and where I want to 
smoke seeing how tobacco still is legal there shouldn't be anything or anyone that gets to choose what I get. Just 
because the FDA wants to butt in I think it is wrong it isn't like the FDA goes around and says what kind of Alcohol people 
can choose from. If there is anything the FDA should be trying to ban it should be dealing with the alcohol and beer thats 
out there and leave the menthol smokers alone!!!!!!!!

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 4:33 PM
To: TPSAC

I dont think you should ban menthols. Ive been smoking newports for 25 years i cant go 
without them and im sure im not the only one who

--
==================================================================
This mobile text message is brought to you by AT&T

Somers, Karen M

From: Trumann, Richard [Richard.Trumann@sunchemical.com]
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 4:16 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: My choice

What gives you the right to make choices for me that are my god given right? This is unconstitutional and I would like to 
know when it is going to stop! The government and officials need to stop taking away our rights and start worrying about 
more important things.Some people call me old fashion and I thank them for that. I believe that things where a lot better in 
our forefathers day, when the important things were what really mattered. Pleas stop making my decisions for me. I am 
capable of thinking for myself!!!!!+

This message may contain confidential, proprietary or legally privileged information and 
is
intended only for the use of the addressee named above.  No confidentiality or privilege 
is
waived or lost by any error in transmission.  If you are not the intended recipient of 
this
message you are hereby notified that you must not use, disseminate, copy it in any form or
take any action in reliance on it.
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Somers, Karen M

From: ERN Hole 
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 3:54 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol

dont u dare make just menthol illegal     you have taken away enough of my right to smoke what ever 
i want where i want 

Somers, Karen M

From: Steve Pistorius 
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 3:12 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Please don't regulate Menthol Cigarettes

I just wanted to drop a note stating that I would like Menthol Cigarettes to remain UN-regulated by our 
Government.

 

Please take this small email as a 'vote' to that effect.

 

Feel free to contact me if you like, I have been a smoker for over 24 years.

 

Thank you for your time.

 

Health & Happiness

Steve Pistorius

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Cyndilu 
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 3:07 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Don't Take Away My Cigs

I smoke.  I know it's bad for me but I am a nicotine addict. I smoke Newports.  I believe that I will stop smoking when it is 
detrimental to my health.  I also believe that smoking is detrimental to my health, but I still smoke willingly.  I smoke 
menthol.  I also smoke menthol with Eclipse mints.  Please do not discontinue menthol ciggarettes.  Please do not 
discontinue Eclipse mints.  If you discontinue Newport cigarrettes, I will incorporate the mints into the cigarrettes if I have 
to.  Just leave Newports alone!

Somers, Karen M

From: Deb Engen 
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 3:02 PM
To: TPSAC

please do not ban menthol 

Somers, Karen M

From: robert hillyer 
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 1:34 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol issue

Caryn - Please let me express my opinion on the issue of banning menthol 
cigarettes. I would like to see the sale of menthol cigarettes to continue, and 
don't think that menthol is any more harm than regular cigarettes. The 
aftermarket or gray market for menthol ingredients or flavorings could prove to 
be quite harmful, also. Thank You for hearing my opinion, Robert Hillyer.

      

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 10:59 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes and yet another ban

Do you realise just how old it gets when the government can't control us and our habits, just tax the 
 out of them. Our out right ban what we the government dont like, how about banning goverment 

intrusion into private matters such as what we put in our bodies?
 
Im sorry that makes sence, you are the government you not aloud to do that.
Jenevieve Berg

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

In 
acc

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

In accordance with 21 CFR 20.10, the above word has been deleted.



22

Somers, Karen M

From: mike mcginis 
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 10:39 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthol cigarettes dont do it!!!!!!!

Hello, I have been smoking menthol cigarettes for over 30 years with no adverse affects from them. Menthol is a natural 
plant just like tobbaco and it does not create any more risk than regualar tobbaco cigarettes. Enough of our personal 
freedoms as smokers has been taken from us. Please do not outlaw menthol cigarettes!!! Plus if you do outlaw menthol 
cigarettes you will create a black market underground sale of menthol cigarettes that would cause problems just like with 
marijuana. Menthol is a plant that can be grown many places. Enough is Enough!! Leave us smokers alone!!!! mike.

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 9:39 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

To Whom Takes Our Rights :
 
  Studies, testing, research on everything from eggs to tomato sauce to 
vaccinations have again and again been challenged with no sure results.   No one in 
this free country should have the privilege to eliminate, control or choose for me what 
I purchase as long as it is legal.   
 
 You have the right to protect and educate but if an American chooses to smoke 
regardless of the effects to oneself that is for that American to decide.   
 
 Why not spend your resources and time making a satisfying cigarette without all the 
health hazards and still be an enjoyable and legal to adults.  Americans are going to 
smoke cigarettes no matter how much tax, no smoking laws and bans that go into 
effect so it would benefit yourselves to work with smokers instead of fight with them.
 
 
 Thank you for your time.
      

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Stephanie 
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 8:02 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: smoking ban

I think it should be up to each person to decide if they want to smoke or not .The government should not be 
aloud to to tell you when or what you should smoke. Haven't they put too many bans on smokers already?

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 6:30 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning Menthol Cigarettes

Please do no bane  Menthol cigarettes  Nancy OBryant  

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 4:29 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: I Feel I have the right to smoke mentol cigarettes

The Gov has took enough our rights away leave the Mentol cigarettes alone  Thank-you

Somers, Karen M

From: Carol Jones
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 2:22 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banning menthol

I believe smokers have the right choose whatever kind of cigarettes that they like to smoke!  The government is getting to 
involve in peoples lives.  There is not a ban on fast food.  Children and American are getting way to fat from fast food.

Alcohol, beer and wine are not ban. It should be.  What about all the PRESCRIPTION drugs that have has more side 
affect than cures. They should be ban!!!

 

Menthol cigarettes should be treated in the same manner as prescription drugs!!!!!!!! Just list all of the side effect not 
banning!!!!!!!!!!!    LET THE PEOPLE CHOSE!                                         

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Jordan, Mary 
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 11:35 AM
To: TPSAC

Do not ban menthol cigarettes!!!!!!!!! 

Thank you

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 11:21 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol

Sirs: this is my right to smoke just what I want.  You should never have the rights to 
tell me what's best for me.  Todays world is killing a slow death anyway and you can not 
prolong. So please be in peace with my rights to smoke menthol cigarettes. Thank you, Hope
Deloach
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry

Somers, Karen M

From: Linda N 
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 11:03 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: don't ban menthol cigarettes

Menthol cigarettes are not different from other cigarettes. 

Somers, Karen M

From: Gina Dietrich 
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 5:05 AM
To: TPSAC

I would like to think that my opinion is worth voicing.  I don't believe that there is a difference between menthol & non-
menthol cigarettes.  If the government is going to ban menthol cigarettes, then why not ban all cigarettes?  Why not ban 
alcohol?  It's just as unhealthy.

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: LouAnn 
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 12:18 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

To whom it may concern, what gives you the right to take away Menthol Cigarettes? They are the only ones that I like! 
And why would this be any different that you telling me that I can't drink Pepsi because it might be addicting, So I must 
drink Coke instead?
 
 How is Menthol any worse than Nonmenthol? It is not. So please do not allow this to happen! Sincerely, Louise Dyll.

Somers, Karen M

From: LEO ROGERS 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 11:41 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: WAKE UP

Attachments: CIG.txt

CIG.txt (198 B)

Somers, Karen M

From: LEO ROGERS 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 11:33 PM
To: TPSAC

GROW UP.  WE ADULT SMOKERS DID. THIS IS NONE OF YOUR BUSINESS.  HOW ABOUT BANNING ALCOHOL 
WHILE YOU'RE ON THE RIDICULOUS CRUSADE!!!!! 

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 11:07 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol ban

stop telling grown adults what we can and can 
do don't you have something else to do then 
sit around and think of ways to single smokers 
out its not bad enough we can't smoke 
anywhere pay more money now your telling us 
what kind of cigarettes we can smoke mind 
you own business and leave us alone.
Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 10:28 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: PROPOSED BAN ON MENTHOL CIGARETTES

ATTENTION:  Caryn Cohen, M.S., Center for Tobacco Products

Dear Ms. Cohen and others involved in the Proposed Ban on Menthol Cigarettes:

I, as a United States Citizen, taxpayer and former state government employee, wish to 
express my strong objection to your position of a proposed ban of the sale of menthol 
cigarettes in the supposedly democratic United States of America!  

I've read of your reasons, but that does not equate rationale.  For those of us who 
continue to choose to smoke, menthol or otherwise, you are wasting our highly paid tax 
dollars on a proposal that could have significant financial negative impact to the tobacco
industry.    Isn't this country in enough of an economic decline already?   Why do you 
have to take more aim at the tobacco industry?

My opinion is that you should redirect your efforts, energy and millions of dollars toward
irradicating the laced tobacco products that simulate a marijuana high sold in most gas 
stations and convenience stores operated by other than US born citizens, as well as focus 
on safe and healthy food products such as beef, chicken, fish and produce, as well as pet 
foods, that have been the subject of  many recalls, and often resulting in death.  

I'm definitely feeling much resentment against governmental controls of what we buy, how 
we are taxed, and for what?  To support the FDA which is tunnel-visioned.  Just because 
there have been many inept legislators and presidents who felt their right to spend was 
why they were elected, it's T  IT UP!  I have very strong opinions, especially 
since I live in the state of  where we are taxed to death on everything from 
toilet paper to survival in t home heating and electricity.  Not that I expect 
this president to make any major monumental improvements in our economy or health care 
options, but I believe BIG CHANGE can happen, and one option may effectively take place by
consolidating the FDA with the DEA, and eliminating perhaps as many as 5,000 people who 

(b) (6)
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have nothing more than their investment in their job and the benefits they earn  to offer 
to the citizens and tax payers of the United States.  It ime to keep our industries 
and manufacturing here in the US, and stop this junk and  coming into the US from 
cheap labor forces in foreign countries.  We can't sell o roducts to them, but we are 
forced to buy their junk here.   Your proposal will only encourage and support the same 
underground importation of menthol cigarettes and, one way or another, if their choice is 
menthol, they will get them.  What country will profit--probably India, China, Indonesia, 
maybe even Iran (already a threat) - not the tobacco producers in the United States-that's
for sure.

With the huge budget your agency has, you owe us our right to purchase what we choose, and
keep America growing!

IN GOD WE TRUST!

Sincerely,

Barbara LeDuc

Somers, Karen M

From: Eve 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 8:53 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Re:  Menthol

Are you crazy?  Why don't you spend money on the 1 in 6 starving AMERICANS today instead of this 
nonsense?  Who is the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act?  How many persons are involved?
  How much is each person paid?  Who is the Tobacco Products Scientific Advisory Committee?  Again, how 
many and how much?  Stats are bogus.  I am a business major.  I've studied stats.  I know where they belong.  
How many people have you used for your stats?  America?  I think not.  Menthol cigarettes are no more 
harmful than a regular cigarette.  Menthol cigarettes are no more harmful than a cigar.  Menthol cigarettes 
are no more harmful than a pipe.  Look at how long our elders smoked and how long they lived.  My mother 
lived to be 86 years old.  My maternal grandmother, 89.  How about George Burns?  What about Lucy and Dezi 
Arnez? I understand we're "BROKE" but I also understand the smoker's should not be the one's to make up for 
the government STEALING from the pot.  Shame in you.  Look elsewhere for money.  How about calling in all 
the debts that are owed to America?  I work for a living.  I pay taxes and pay taxes just because I pay taxes.  
Does this make sense?  Doesn't to me either, just like the bogus baloney "someone" has stuck somewhere in 
order to generate money.  I've been smoking for 37 years.  This is because of pier pressure in high school.  
Now I enjoy it but I am sick and tired of paying for your deep pockets.  Knock it off and focus on the real issues 
like starvation. 

In 
accor
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Somers, Karen M

From: Mikeal McClain 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 8:39 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Proposed Ban On Menthol Cigs

In a nutshell, don't do it. Cig smokers have borne the brunt of restrictive legislation and now u want to hinder a select 
group of cigarette smokers!! Again I say, DON'T!! Should not the smokers be the ones to choose what type of cigarettes 
to smoke? No one is trying to ban a certain kind of rum....or a particular type of gas so why cigs? 
Stop meddling and just leave things the way they are.

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 8:26 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: (no subject)

please don't banned menthol newports

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 8:04 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigarettes

Please leave my menthol alone.  It's bad enough to have to listen to you say that I'm going to die from smoking.
Well if I'm going to die from smoking , then at least let me die happy. Allow me the choice of what I want to smoke.  The 
way I see it is, if menthol was so bad to begin with , then why did you let them start using it in the first place.
Please do me a flavor and mind your own business. 
Thank You
 Anita Askew

Somers, Karen M

From: jason zuniga 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 8:03 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: don't ban menthol

I feel you shouldn’t ban menthol cigarettes because its my choice on what I want to smoke and its my 
choice to smoke nobody forces me to smoke I don’t care if you ban flavored cigarettes but menthol 
cigarettes are not flavored so please don’t ban menthol cigarettes thank you
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 7:39 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: My Opinion

I am opposed to banning menthol cigarettes. We should be able to smoke the flavor that we 
want 
Sent from my BlackBerry® smartphone with Nextel Direct Connect

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 7:35 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: My opinion

I am opposed to banning menthol cigarettes. We should be able to smoke the flavor that we 
want 
Sent from my BlackBerry® smartphone with Nextel Direct Connect

Somers, Karen M

From: Kim Anderson 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 7:04 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

To Whom It May Concern:
 
    I was just recently notified about a study being done on menthol cigarettes.  It states that you may 
ban them.  I do not  believe that it is fair to those of us who have been smoking menthol cigarettes for 
years.  I don't think that non-menthol cigarettes should have more of an advantage to menthol.  It is 
my personal choice to smoke menthol cigarettes.  If you want to be all technical about the type of 
cigarettes a person smokes, you should consider banning all cigarettes.  They all cause health 
problems including but not limited to lung cancer.  Please consider this during your study.
 
                                                                                                       A Very Concerned Menthol Smoker,
 
                                                                                                          Kimberly Anderson

    

Don't get soaked. Take a quick peek at the forecast 
with theYahoo! Search weather shortcut.
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 6:35 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol   Cigarettes

To whom it may concern,

It is a shame that you will focus on just menthol cigarettes! You should ban all 
cigarettes! I just can't believe that I can kill myself by smoking  cigarettes yet their 
legal. Make no sense at all. I received this email address from Lorillard Tobacco Company 
they asked me to write you. Like I'm gonna be loyal to a company that has murdered 
countless of innocent people around the world! BAN THEM ALL!!! 
Rich
Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

Somers, Karen M

From: Linda Gray 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 6:17 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: eliminating menthol

Attachments: --sponsored--heartplant_tc.gif

Ms. Caryn Cohen, M.S.
 
My husband and myself have been smokers for more than 30 years.  I realize this is nothing to brag 
about, at the same time, I feel that no person should have the privledge to determine that it be 
menthol or non-menthol.
 
I am using this time to voice my opinion.
 
Thank you
 
Linda and Mike Gray
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Somers, Karen M

From: Tamara Pfautz 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 6:14 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol BAN

to whom it may concern,

 

I have smoked menthol cigarettes for many years. I do not feel that it is right to ban menthol. If you're 
going to ban menthol then you should ban non-menthol as well.  I personally do not like the taste of 
non-menthol, they are very harsh. i have chosen menthol because they have a very smooth and 
relaxing taste.

 

 

PLEASE DO NO BAN MENTHOL CIGARETTES !! IT IS OUR RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF CHOICE 
AND I CHOOSE MENTHOL, SO PLEASE DO NOT TAKE THAT AWAY FROM ME.

 

 

 

Thank You

Tamara Pfautz

 

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Connie Nash 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 5:43 PM
To: TPSAC

Dear Ms. Caryn Cohen, M.S.
 
  I have smoked menthol cigarettes for almost thirty years.  While I understand the need to reduce 
and stop underage smoking, a new tax, no menthol, scare tactics will not work.   Only peer pressure 
will do it.   When a person refuses to conform to the social  ways of its society, they use to be 
shunned.  Just look at Leave it to Beaver.  While I enjoy the choice I have to smoke menthol, two 
kinds I might add; nothing works  like the good old fashioned statement by the Hopi Indians.  It is not 
our way.
 
  Taking away my menthol will only do what no alcohol did for prohibition.  Some people made a lot of 
money providing what other people wanted and turned all of those people into criminals.  Which is by 
the way how smokers are already treated for doing something legal.  
 
Sincerely,
 
Constance Nash   

Somers, Karen M

From: Denise Robinson 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 5:23 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: My Right to Smoke

To Whom it May Concern:  

I have been a ciggarette smoker for 16 years, I didn't start smoking until I was 25.  I made a 
responsible decision at a responsible age I'm now 41 years of age and have had no health problems 
that can be attributed to smoking.  I have always smoked menthol ciggarettes.  I dont reason with you 
wanting to ban the making of menthol ciggarettes.  First it will be the menthol ciggarette that is 
banned, then the ciggarette altogether will be banned another one of our free choices in this free 
country. I do appreciate the FDA and their recommendations. However I dont see the difference 
between a menthol ciggarette and a non-menthol ciggarette they both pose health issues but used in 
moderation as with everything in life they can be enjoyed.  Thank you for taking the time to read this.

Sincerely, Denise Robinson

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Mike 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 4:43 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol...

Dear FDA,

Its been brought to our attention that the FDA is considering the 
banning of menthol in all cigarette production.

PLEASE do not meddle with cigarette production in this way. We very 
responsibly enjoy our cigarettes the way they are; menthol and all. The 
government has already made this an expensive luxury habit; we really 
don't want any more government controlled changes in our cigarettes. 
Although we do believe in a certain amount of government regulation, we 
think our smoking habits already have enough.

PLEASE leave our smoking habits alone! Do not do this terrible 
mean-spirited thing. Thank you.

Best Regards,
Cyndy

PS: Your REPLY is welcome!

Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 4:09 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

Please do NOT ban menthol cigarettes. I have been smoking menthol cigarettes for over 40 
years and I do not want to change to another cigarette at my age.  Please do not take away
this priviilage I enjoy as an American Citizen.

Thank you.

Please make sure the individuals making this decision receives a copy of this email 
including Caryn Cohen, M.S.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



34

Somers, Karen M

From: Brittany Beaver 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 3:34 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Banding Menthol

Attachments: --static--greencircles_br.gif; --static--greencircles_tl.gif

To whom it may concern, 
      I have smoked menthol cigarettes for many years. Everyone that smokes menthol 
knows the risks. But it is the customers choice, not the government. If you band 
menthol, why not band all cigarettes? Smoking a non-menthol is still harmful to a 
person, and will do the same thing. Chosing to smoke cigarettes is our right at the age 
of 18. So what makes it right for you to take our rights away? If you band menthol, 
what are you accomplishing? People are still going to smoke something, its not going to 
make people quit. But at the same time people may quit then cigarette companies lose 
out. Thank you for your time and consideration to NOT  band menthol cigarettes. 
                                           Sincerly, 
                                               Brittany Beaver
                        

Somers, Karen M

From: Ashley Betancourt 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 3:22 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Do Not Ban Menthol Cigarettes

I heavily disagree with this situation. As a conscious adult I am aware of the health risk associated 
with cigarette smoking. Whether or not I choose Menthol is My personal choice. Menthol cigarettes 
should not be treated any different than non-menthol cigarettes, they are equally as harmful and us, 
as Americans have the Right to Freedom of Choice!
Thank you for your time,
Ashley Betancourt

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: Michael Ross [mross@BEACHBODY.COM]
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 2:56 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Ban On Menthol Cigarettes?

WHY?

 

WHAT IS THE POINT?

 

It is rather ridiculous in my opinion that someone would want to specifically point out menthol 
cigarettes to ban.  Why not just ban all cigarettes if that is the case?

 

Michael A. Ross

Coach Relations Representative

Beachbody East

mross@productpartners.com

 

 
 Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail

 
This email message (and any associated or attached files) is intended only for the addressee(s) and contains information that may be confidential and 
protected by copyright law or constitutes a trade secret. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender by reply email and immediately 
delete this message. Any use, disclosure, or reproduction of this email by anyone other than the intended recipient(s) is strictly prohibited. 
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Somers, Karen M

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 2:39 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: MENTHOL

Importance: High

DEAR FDA,  PLEASE DO NOT TAKE MENTHOL OUT OF CIGARETTES. IT TASTE BETTER THAN REGULAR 
CIGA ES AND WHEN I HAVE A COLD THE MENTHOL HELPS KEEP MY CHEST OPEN AND HACK OUT THE 
BAD  THAT'S IN THERE. AND IF YOU DETERMINE THAT MENTHOL IS BAD IN CIGARETTES IT SHOULD
ALSO N BE LOOKED AT IN HALL'S AND OTHER PRODUCTS AS WELL. I DO AGREE THAT SMOKING IS 
NOT GOOD FOR YOU, BUT PLEASE THERE ARE WAY TO MANY OTHER THINGS FOR YOU TO BE CHECKING OUT
OTHER THAN CIGARETTES. THEY HAVE BEEN PICKED ON ENOUGH. SO, PLEASE LET THE MENTHOL IN. I 
LIKE THE FLAVOR AND THE HELP IT GIVES WHEN I HAVE COLD
CONSIDERATION IN THIS MATTER.  SINCERELY, BRIAN LOOSE 

Somers, Karen M

From: Melissa Rich 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 2:35 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: banning menthol in cigarettes

I have been smoking menthol cigarettes for the past 13 years. I have no problem with them. I enjoy 
the flavor of them over regular cigarettes. please don't ban them.
-- 
XOXO Miss XOXO

Somers, Karen M

From: Nina G 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 2:28 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

My name is Jeannie, and am a 23 year old smoker. My preference in cigaretts are newport 
menthol,  and then if none any menthol to that matter.

I am aware that the FDA has appointed an advisory panel of scientist to study menthol. It 
has also came to my attention that this is in attempt to bann menthol cigarettes. 

First of all its a great concern that politicians are focusing money towards such an 
ignorant issue when it could go towards other nation wide beneficial concerns.

Saying, that I personaLLy think the FDA will not find any scientific basis for banning 
menthols, and IF they do it should also cause to ban smoking in general. That would 
include ALL brands on non-menthol cigarettes also.

Considering that the 2nd to top downstaires won't let that happen, I feel humans in 
general have the right to decide in what their preference is in buying any legal product. 
Especially, when either way DOES harm to the body. 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

In 
accor

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

In accordance with 21 CFR 20.10, the above word has been deleted.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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My vote, if it were to count, is to keep menthol OR ban all brand of cigarettes.

Thank you for getting to the end of my 2cents. And although it is merely an opinion Like 
Albert Einstein quoted "Not everything that counts can be counted, and not everything that
can be counted counts."

G. Knee
"The VoIcE w/in is what I'm MaRrIeD to... My LoVeR is the pLace inside me where an hONESt 
yes and no come from... my true partner. It's aLways there...& to (say) yes when my 
integrity says NO is to divorce" myseLf. ~Byron Katie~

Somers, Karen M

From: Nina G 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 1:21 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

My name is Jeannie, and am a 23 year old smoker. My preference in cigaretts are newport 
menthol,  and then if none any menthol to that matter.

I am aware that the FDA has appointed an advisory panel of scientist to study menthol. It 
has also came to my attention that this is in attempt to bann menthol cigarettes. 

First of all its a great concern that politicians are focusing money towards such an 
ignorant issue when it could go towards other nation wide beneficial concerns.

Saying, that I personaLLy think the FDA will not find any scientific basis for banning 
menthols, and IF they do it should also cause to ban smoking in general. That would 
include ALL brands on non-menthol cigarettes also.

Considering that the 2nd to top downstaires won't let that happen, I feel humans in 
general have the right to decide in what their preference is in buying any legal product. 
Especially, when either way DOES harm to the body. 

My vote, if it were to count, is to keep menthol OR ban all brand of cigarettes.

Thank you for getting to the end of my 2cents. And although it is merely an opinion Like 
Albert Einstein quoted "

G. Knee
 
"The VoIcE w/in is what I'm MaRrIeD to... My LoVeR is the pLace inside me where an hONESt 
yes and no come from... my true partner. It's aLways there...& to (say) yes when my 
integrity says NO is to divorce" myseLf. ~Byron Katie~

(b) (6)
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Somers, Karen M

From: diane jenkins 
Sent: Friday, February 04, 2011 8:39 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: menthol cigarettes

to whom it may concern, ihave been smoking for over forty years and it was always menthol cigarettes.I don't think 
anyone has the    right to tell me or anyone else what to smoke or not to smoke.

Somers, Karen M

From: Linda Gregg 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 12:42 PM
To: TPSAC

I want to keep my choice on smoking menthol cigarettes. If they outlaw menthol i will still find a way to 
get them...
                                                                                     Linda Gregg

Somers, Karen M

From: Linda Gregg 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 12:35 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Methnol

Please sent more info on Menthol.

Somers, Karen M

From: Lori Gould 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 12:24 PM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol Cigarettes

To:   Tobacco Scientific Products Advisory Committee,
 
        I am writing to your committee about banning menthol cigarettes.
 
        As you know, scientific evidence does not show that menthol in cigarettes is 
        harmful.  They have the same health effects as non-menthol cigarettes.
 
        Prohibiting menthol cigarettes would lead to the possibility of more dangerous
        cigarettes through an underground market.  This country does not need more 
        illegal underground activities.
 
        People have the choice of which type of cigarette they prefer to smoke.  I have
        the right to make a personal choice of smoking menthol cigarettes.  Banning
        menthol cigarettes would be discriminating.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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        The government has made the cost of tobacco products outrageous.  At least, 
        let the people make their choice of menthol or non-menthol cigarettes.  Thank
        you.
 
        Sincerely,
 
        Lori Gould
        

Somers, Karen M

From: La'Keisha Gaither 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 11:51 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Menthol cigs

Please do not allow the stop of producing menthol cigarettes.  The flavor is way better than a non 
menthol cigarette.  I beg of you do not allow this to happen.  Thank you for your attention to this 
matter.  Have a nice day. 

Somers, Karen M

From: Angela 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 10:31 AM
To: TPSAC

I been smoking menthol since wow yeah it been that long and its coming to me kinda hard cause I 
don’t smoke nothing but Newport 100 and I cant see myself stopping or changing. And I know if I 
don’t write or let my voice be heard then I cant say nothing, but im speaking up for all the Newport 
smokers my name is Raymond from 

Somers, Karen M

From: Angela Elzey 
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 4:56 AM
To: TPSAC
Subject: Don't ban methol ciarettes

I think it should be up to us to determine what we smoke. As long as we know the effects of the type 
of cigarette we smoke it should be our choice to take that risk or not take the risk. Cigarettes are one 
thing in life that we can enjoy and we have a say in what we smoke. If you ban them you take away 
the right we have to choose what we want. That is against our constitutional rights. I say again as 
long as you put the proper information out there then it should be our choice.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)




